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Front Cover: Under an impressive array of semaphore signals at Bewdley South,
42968 departs Bewdley Station with a SVR service from Bridgnorth to Kidderminster
on 4/11/06.
Photograph: Chris Farman
Back Cover: An awesome sight as Stanier Mogul No 2968 piloting Collet Mogul No
7325 breast the summit of the Lickey Incline at Blackwell on 22/11/97, becoming the
first steam locomotives to haul a main line passenger train up the Lickey since the
end of BR Steam. The train was 1Z44, the 6.24am Finsbury Park to Gloucester via
Bristol and Bescot, ‘The Lickey Incliner’. The two moguls had taken the train over at
Bristol.
Photograph: Nick Harrison
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RICHARD GREAVES

EDITORIAL:

Welcome to this, the 75 Edition of SMF News, which I hope you will all enjoy. Judging by
the letters of support that I receive, and some of which are printed in most editions of SMF
News under ‘Letters to the Editor’, you certainly appear to appreciate the current format of our
magazine.
In this issue we have all the usual mixture of news reports, regular updates, serials and special
features. However, I must give advance warning to you all that, as I have had the honour and
privilege of editing all 75 issues of SMF News, I am going to take the liberty of an extended
ramble in this issue’s Editorial. Despite all your groans, I believe I have earned that right, and as
there are some serious comments, I would ask you all to plough your way through it – please.
We are all extremely excited to report that the commencement of 42968’s second, Heavy
Intermediate overhaul in preservation has now started with the stripping down of the
locomotive. I will, however, let our Engineering Manager, John Bowater, give you the latest
information on this matter in his report.
There have been a number of changes to the Committee of Management. Our Sales Manager,
Lisa Johnson, did not seek re-election at the AGM in October due to her mounting
commitments of motherhood to two young daughters. I have taken on that role, together with
all the other dogs-body jobs that I do. A big thank you to Lisa for thirteen years of service on
the CoM, and a detailed record of her achievements is given by our Secretary, Ian Marshall,
elsewhere in this issue. Many thanks, Lisa, for all your work and commitment, and maybe one
day we will welcome you back to the Committee.
We have been very fortunate to welcome on to the Committee two new and young (well,
compared to most of the rest of us), very experienced individuals: James Cooper and Will
Marsh. James fills the CoM vacancy created by Lisa’s departure and assumes the role of
Assistant Engineering Manager. He is a volunteer passed fireman and loco shed worker at
Bewdley. Will, who is a full time SVR employee in Bridgnorth Locomotive Works, joins us in
a non-executive role. A warm welcome to these two new CoM members, and more detailed
information can be found in Ian Marshall’s article on Committee Changes, elsewhere in this
magazine. Both of these new CoM recruits will feature in a ‘Spotlight on the Committee’
th
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article in the next issue of SMF News.
In our regular ‘Copped At’ series, we are still in ex-GWR territory as we make our way back
towards the Midlands, through Gloucestershire and Worcestershire. In so doing we ‘cop’ just
one more member of the class, which brings our total of new sightings to 29 members.
Returning now to this 75th edition, our Magazine has come a long, long way since Issue 1 was
published in Spring 1973. From the humble beginnings of a single sided, typed and copied
newsletter-format edition, we have moved to the forty eight page, all colour (plus B&W images
as appropriate) magazine that we enjoy today.
It is a very similar story with our membership. From the early beginnings in 1970 when our
ambitions were just dreams, we somehow scraped together, in less than three years, with the
help of a £500 bank loan, the £3,575 (£36,626 59p in today’s value), purchase price to secure
42968 from the cutters torch in 1973. The rest, as they say, is history!!!!
Over the next forty years the dream has continued to grow and become ever more vivid, right
up to the present time when we can plan, with confidence, for future overhauls even before
the current one has started! All of our success can be attributed to just one single factor:
YOU – YES, YOU.
In every organisation there will be individuals who drive specific projects forward but
ultimately, if a collective group of individuals who comprise the membership do not respond,
it is not physically possible to make them; they have to want to! Thankfully, the SMF has, over
the years, enjoyed phenomenal, almost unbelievable support, loyalty and outright dedicated
commitment from a large proportion of the membership throughout its existence.
It is difficult to pinpoint any one, single reason for this support but I believe that a mature, stable,
reliable and long serving CoM team has promoted strong leadership, trust and enthusiasm
amongst the membership. Accountability through openness, clarity, regular information and ease
of contact, together, with the opportunity and confidence to question are, and always will be,
hallmarks of the SMF. With Annual General Meeting’s, twice-yearly magazines, an annual
Statement of Accounts and easy access by phone, e-mail or mail to all CoM members, we have
and always will provide an ‘open door’ policy to enable all members to feel included.
Support from the membership continues unabated and in the last six months, for example, even
whilst knowing that 42968 will be out of action for a couple of years, our annual raffle has
achieved a record gross return, exceeding the £5K target for the first time ever. Donated goods
to the Sales Stand continue to be offered and we continue to receive new applications to our
Lifetime’s Commitment monthly subscription scheme, as members recognise the value to the
SMF, of contributing a regular and manageable amount (from just £2 per month) for the future
benefit of 42968.
The truly amazing thing about all of this is that we (and I include myself in the ‘we’), are all
getting older by the day, but the passion and foresight of those few early members is as strong
today as ever it was. I believe that almost all of us in the SMF now recognise the importance
of both our Railway and our Country’s heritage, and that we are passionate and totally
committed to ensuring its future survival beyond our own lifetimes.
In 42968 we have a unique and historic steam locomotive which, hopefully, with your
continued and dedicated support, will remain a working example of 20th Century British
engineering excellence to enthral, excite, motivate, and educate many future generations of
children and adults, who never experienced the thrill of everyday raw steam power.
It is very fortuitous that we had the foresight and resilience many years ago to continue the
work of our early members who, having secured 42968 for posterity, then witnessed the
ongoing desire and commitment of the many others who followed, to ensure that finances
would always be in place to keep the wheels of 42968 ever turning.
Unsung Hero’s:
In this issue I must mention and extend my sincere thanks to John Bowater, Dave Busk, John
Ashton and others who, between them, are the regular stalwarts that set up and take down the
Sales Stand before and sometimes after each of our events. This action alone is a priceless
contribution and I am most grateful to these volunteers for their invaluable help and assistance.
Finally, my sincere and grateful thanks to each and every member, past and present, for their
previous, current and ongoing support in whatever manner, thereby keeping the dream alive.
Thank you all so much.
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SECRETARY’S REPORT:
IAN MARSHALL
Hello again - my oh my, how time flies between the Editor’s requests for reports; are
they really six months apart each time?!! I’m writing this at the beginning of 2014 and
I confidently predict that I will see a Stanier Mogul running during the year - in fact
several will be, as although my local model shop doesn’t yet have a confirmed date for
the arrival of the first batch of their new release, the Bachmann 00 models should start
appearing soon.
As for our own 12 inches to the foot scale version, I refused to be drawn on a possible
return to traffic date in the last SMF News, but have since noticed an increasingly
frequent suggestion that 2016 will be the year. This includes the SVR’s own projections
for loco availability, storage and overhaul. Whilst cautious to commit myself, sometime
during 2016 does seem possible and I’d like to think that 13268, as our engine will
appear after this overhaul, could be the star turn at the SVR’s Autumn Gala that year.
As our August 2013 meeting was cancelled (unable to achieve a quorum) there has
been only one Committee meeting since my last report, that held in October before the
AGM later the same day. The Committee meeting heard that, whilst SMF working
parties continued to meet at Bridgnorth, the actual overhaul of our engine had not
started in terms of SVR input. With other work being undertaken at Bridgnorth, a
realistic date for the start in earnest was early in 2014. Some concern was expressed
that this represented slippage from the original expectation, but ultimately it was
accepted that the SVR were committed to starting work as soon as they were able and
that we were in effect ‘next in line’.
Progress with both the 2014 Driver Experience trains and proposals for the ‘Return to
Steam Special’ were good, but nothing further had been heard regarding the SVR
locomotive agreement. This was not considered an issue for the SMF as the current
overhaul is not affected by the renegotiation taking place.
Also at the October meeting I raised the issue of on-going fund raising and recruitment
to the ‘A Lifetime’s Commitment (ALC) Subscription Scheme’, as despite Richard’s
regular and varied articles seeking further take up, very few additional Subscriptions
are being taken up. To give this important subject proper consideration I asked my
fellow Committee members to think about other possible ways of both recruiting new
subscribers to the ALC scheme, and generally generating income. We will be
considering this at our next meeting, but I have prepared a separate article with my own
initial thoughts - if you have any ideas, please feel free to let me or any other
Committee member know.
Changes to the Committee personnel were discussed ahead of the AGM - I have also
written separately in this issue about these.
Finally, dates for our meetings in the coming year were agreed, in mid January, late
March, late June and then 18 October which is also the date for the 2014 AGM, in the
Kidderminster Railway Museum library starting at 14.00 hours (or for Captain
Mainwaring’s benefit: 2pm!) - please make a note in your diary now.
The 2013 AGM itself saw the Committee joined by a small number of Fund members,
demonstrating the membership’s continuing support for our engine and the Fund. As
well as the formal business, some interesting and informative discussion took place.
Minutes will be circulated to all Fund members in September, so I do not intend to
provide further details here.
And in conclusion, here’s wishing our engine all the best for 2014 - with good progress
being made with the overhaul and everything on course for a return to operation as
early as possible.
5
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IAN MARSHALL

COMMITTEE CHANGES:

I had originally intended to include information on the Committee changes from the
October 2013 meeting and AGM as part of my Secretary’s Report, but decided that a
separate article was merited.
In brief, Lisa Johnson has stepped down, with James Cooper (who was duly elected
at the AGM) filling the vacant position. Also joining the Committee as a nonexecutive member is Will Marsh.
Many of you will have met Lisa Johnson (nee Greaves) at SMF events or at
Kidderminster on our Sales Stand. Even if you have not had the pleasure of meeting
Lisa in person, you will know of her through the SMF News. Lisa joined the
Committee in 2000, taking on the role of Sales Manager responsible for the Fund’s
face to face sales through our stand at the SVR’s Kidderminster station and,
potentially, on-train sales when 42968 was active on the main line.
The role involved far more than just turning up on an SVR Gala or other special event
weekend and selling items to the public, and her contribution to the success of the
Fund over the last 13 years should not be underestimated. Stock had to be obtained,
either by appeals for donations or by dealing with suppliers. In the latter category, one
of her claims to fame must be the deal struck for the supply of reindeer with red noses,
a firm favourite with customers young and old alike at SVR Santa weekends.
The success of Lisa’s endeavours in obtaining merchandise for sale meant that it
became increasingly difficult to accommodate all stock at Kidderminster in our shed.
First a storage box was added, but even this was insufficient to prevent the need to
‘farm out’ reindeer outside the Christmas season to various Committee members’
lofts and spare rooms! Encouraged by the SVR’s desire to reorganise the area at
Kidderminster station as part of their completing the station building (adding the
permanent refreshment room) which would impact on the site occupied by our shed
and storage box, Lisa investigated the possibility and cost of obtaining a freightlinertype container for storage. She presented her findings to a Committee meeting and
then, with the go-ahead obtained, Lisa secured the purchase and delivery of a 30 foot
container to the SVR’s compound at Kidderminster. With its bespoke high security
lock and internal sealant providing masses of weather-proof storage space, this
represented a complete change from the old ‘garden shed’!!
Although Lisa remained involved in Committee work, continuing to express her
opinion on various matters considered by the Committee, after her first daughter was
born, a second daughter appearing on the scene meant there was little or no time for
hands-on involvement with Sales Stand work, and thus reluctantly she decided not to
seek re-election at the 2013 AGM. I am sure all of you will join me in offering sincere
thanks to Lisa for all the hard work she has put in whilst on the Committee, and wish
her and her family all the best for a long and happy “retirement”.
Lisa’s decision left the Committee with a dilemma. The role of Sales Manager had
competently and increasingly been covered by Richard Greaves in recent times, an
arrangement with which he was willing to continue, but never-the-less the Committee
was one short of its constitutionally set maximum of eight elected representatives.
Through Peter Holder we were aware of two Fund members who may have been
interested in joining the Committee - James Cooper and Will Marsh. Both were
6
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already active working members of the SVR and thus ideal in supporting John
Bowater on the Engineering side, and especially so with the current overhaul. With
the maximum number of elected Committee members set at eight, some delicate
discussions took place as we did not want to lose the opportunity to tap into the
enthusiasm of either. These culminated in James being put forward at the AGM for
election to the Committee (as a correctly endorsed nomination was in place), while
Will was asked to support the Committee as a non-executive member. Will accepted
the Committee’s invitation and James was formally elected at last October’s AGM.
As James and Will both live relatively locally to the SVR (Halesowen and Church
Stretton respectively) - full contact details are shown on the inside front cover - I am
sure they will prove to be a valuable asset to the Fund’s management and contribute
to its future success - welcome aboard guys!
PUBLICITY MANAGER’S REPORT:

PETER HOLDER

The current period is perhaps the most challenging time for publicity, while our pride
and joy is taking a well-earned break from its roaming of the Valley. However, there’s
plenty to celebrate with achievements past, and even more to look forward to with its
future return to traffic. I am presently working to exploit the excitement of the
overhaul process, wherever possible, and keenly anticipate the reincarnation of the
Stanier Mogul as No. 13268.
As ever I will be feeding press releases to the usual publications from time to time,
and will be contributing an article to SVR News imminently. One area of publicity I
am eager to improve is our presence on social media. This is a quick and efficient
means of communicating concise news and creates opportunities for networking too.
This is a vital marketing tool in the 21st century, and so I hope you will see
developments in this area very soon.
I’m sure we all feel a slight pain knowing that our locomotive is not currently in
traffic. However, I strongly recommend getting involved, if at all possible, in the
hands-on working parties coordinated by John Bowater. This is a sure-fire way of
moving the Stanier Mogul’s return to steam a little closer! Finally, a personal plea: if
anyone has in their possession any very fine portraits of ‘29’ from the last period of
running, I would be delighted to hear from you; I’m looking for just a handful of the
best shots for publicity purposes. Thank you for your continued support.

R. K. BLENCOWE HISTORIC RAILWAY PHOTOGRAPHS
48 Cherville Street, Romsey, Hampshire, SO51 8FD
For collectors of railway photographs I can recommend R K Blencowe
Tel 01794 502733, or e-mail: r.blencowe@ntlworld.com
They offer an excellent 7 day approval service at very reasonable prices.
Many thousands of photographs are available covering the period
1900-1990 including locos, rolling stock, station views, signal boxes etc.
I have always found them to be friendly, helpful and knowledgeable.
7
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ENGINEERING MANAGER’S REPORT:

JOHN BOWATER

OUR ENGINE:
Welcome to my January 2014 report.
You may recall that in my last report I
noted that we had been allocated
storage space at Bridgnorth which
would allow us to start removing parts
from the engine in preparation for the
overhaul. We started in earnest by
firstly removing the cladding from the
back plate, i.e. the bit in the cab. All
the cladding was first cleaned and
then recorded to assist re-assembly.
Can I record at this time that the
overhaul is going to be carried out in a
methodical way: as parts are removed Above: Grinding work is underway in the
they will be cleaned and marked for cab area on 4/9/13
identification. We are also keeping a
Photograph: John Oates
photographic record that will assist us
in identification when we re-assemble (the wonders of digital photography!).
With the back of the boiler exposed we proceeded to grind the tops off 112 stays and
rivets to assist when the boiler strip-down starts. While this was going on we also
started work in the smoke-box; removing parts from here is always a difficult task,
and the position the locomotive was stored in precluded the use of cutting equipment.
However, with more than a little ingenuity we soon started making reasonable
progress.
First the petticoat came out followed by the main steam pipe sealing plates and blast
pipe, The bolts that secure the boiler to the chassis, i.e. the saddle, were all removed
and the main steam pipes disconnected ready for removal. As each of the items come
Below: The boiler back-plate showing the out they are cleaned and labelled
before being put into storage.
ground off stays, 24/10/13.
Photograph: Robin Spain Our efforts have now moved to the
outside, removing parts of the
footplate, snifting valves, etc., and
finally removing the main steam
pipes from the loco.
As you can tell from the above notes,
the activities of the mid-week working
party have taken on a whole new
dimension over the last few months, and
we are all looking forward to pressing
on with the forthcoming overhaul.
The photographs which accompany
this article are just a small selection of
the photographs we are taking, but
give a graphic representation of the
work carried out to date.
8
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Right: Looking inside the smokebox.
The blast plate has been removed and
the main steam pipes await removal
on 24/10/13.
Photograph: Robin Spain

Left: The elusive Wednesday Gang
volunteer, Dave Busk, is caught on
camera busy cleaning parts removed
from the smokebox prior to storage,
24/10/13.
Photograph: Robin Spain

Right: Removed and stored parts
ready for when re-assembly starts,
4/12/13.
Photograph: Robin Spain
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LOCOMOTIVE UPDATE:
As I write these notes the engine has
now been moved from the position
alongside the workshop where it has
been stored for the last twelve months
to a position on the concrete slab
outside the workshop. It will remain
there for the next few weeks, i.e. the
closed season. During this time it is the
intention to use the weekend gang in
addition to our mid-week working
party so as to accelerate the strip down.
For our part we will be working every
week, weather permitting, so as to
gain as much as possible from this Above: 42968 with her winter coat on is now
opportunity. The latest news on the positioned in the works yard at Bridgnorth,
working party’s efforts is the freeing enabling easier access for the volunteer
Photograph: John Oates
of the superheater elements. These gang, 21/1/14.
will remain within their flues although ready for immediate complete removal, this
being the most convenient way of storing them safely.
STOP PRESS: On Monday, 10th February 2014, 42968 was moved inside Bridgnorth
Locomotive Works.
WORKING PARTIES:
Once again, can I remind you that we now meet at Bridgnorth on either Wednesday
or Thursday every week and your support would be very welcome. For working party
dates please contact me on the following number: MY CONTACT TEL No. is
01384 278075.
JIM NORMAN

ANNIVERSARIES:

By the time you read this, two significant anniversaries will have occurred. 13268
was noted as built (i.e. to Traffic) on 24th January 1934, so her eightieth birthday has
just passed. This time, we were unable to celebrate in style, as we did with her
seventieth and seventy fifth anniversaries, although the return to steam will provide a
better opportunity.
The second anniversary calls for some history to be recalled. Following her
completion to traffic as the afore-said 13268, she was renumbered 2968 from 20th
September 1935, was taken over by British Railways from 1st January 1948, and had
40000 added to her number from 18th December that year. She remained in traffic to
withdrawal, effective from 31st December 1966, with just short of 33 years in service.
The date she was despatched to Woodham Bros scrap yard at Barry is elusive: some
say March 1967, but there is evidence that it was as late as May that year. She left the
yard on 13th December 1973 for an overnight journey to Bewdley, arriving on the 14th
December 1973, just short of her fortieth birthday.
What this means is that, as you read this, our engine has spent over half her life on
the Severn Valley Railway, longer than she was owned by the LMS, British Railways
and Woodham Brothers combined. With the exception of Woodham’s, she has given
all of them good service. Long may it continue!
10
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JIM NORMAN

ARCHIVE REPORT:

The last issue of SMF News contained a hurriedly drafted postscript, Boiler Updates, to
‘Stanier’s Boilers’, and on reflection it might have been better to have waited until the next
issue to add this rather than quickly try to add it then: the words used did not reflect what I
intended to say.
Point 1 mentions the chalked number 4298 on the left hand buffer beam of the photo (Page
39 lower, March 2013), and more than one observant member pointed out that these were
the first four digits of the engine number, 42983. Despite the wording, I had realised this,
but wasn’t convinced that this was the explanation, hence the wording, “The significance of
the number on the buffer beam… is unknown,” as I sought for a possible alternative. I must
admit to being unused to Swindon practice, but at Crewe and Horwich components were
stencilled with the engine’s number prior to dismantling so it didn’t quite seem right. What’s
more, immediately above was a far more legible smokebox plate, so what would be the
point, and why chalk it in a position soon to be obscured by the repair? However,
photographic evidence seen since shows that Swindon did indeed chalk the loco number on
the left hand side of the buffer beam, so that minor query is now resolved. It seems a pity
though that Swindon could not afford stencils!
Point 2 again concerned this engine, and mentioned a very low resolution photo I’d found –
on the web – apparently with the boiler number C8400 chalked on it. Point No. 1 stated that
the number should have been C8409, but the paragraph didn’t make it clear that I was
querying this mismatch. Had I looked in the Archive, I would have found a similar but far
better photo and the correct number was easily seen, so 42968’s original boiler was not on
42983 after all. The life of an Archivist can sometimes be very trying! What follows might
prove the point.

Below: A nice view of Swindon erecting shop on 29th January 1964, showing 42954
with a BR Standard engine and a Hymek diesel beyond (recorded by the photographer
as 92232 and D7048 respectively – Ed). The tracks of the traverser are in the
foreground. Every part of 42954’s valve gear has been removed, as have the piston
valves and chimney, while work is focused in the top feed area. Could this be
preparation for a boiler lift?
Photograph: P J Cupper
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In this issue, we will continue on the subject of boilers, as the most significant information
that I have received for some time has just arrived from that very active member, Dave Busk,
from information given by Colin Jacks (L.C. Jacks, driver ex-Tyseley and Saltley?)
regarding engines in – again – Swindon works. These have always been something of a
mystery as the Engine History Cards (EHCs) give little or no information after 1960, so
Swindon visits do not appear on them. It might be shown on the Engine Record Cards
(ERCs), but I do not have access to these, and a check with the NRM reveals that it doesn’t
have them amongst its collections. But it is known – or thought - that eight Stanier Crabs
were sent to Swindon for repair from December 1963, carrying the boilers numbered plus
the dates (by the EHCs) they were fitted:
42945 8410 (26/04/57); 42953 6078 (22/03/57); 42954 6052 (17/02/61); 42958 6081
(23/09/60); 42961 9247 (23/05/57); 42975 6055 (28/07/60); 42978 8411 (04/07/56); 42983
8409 (28/11/58).
Of these, there are no sightings of 42958 at Swindon in the Archive, although there are
sightings of it at various points throughout 1964, but none in January or February so perhaps
she was there then. This is odd as there are sightings of the others at Swindon starting in
December 1963 and going up to late December 1964, so how could everyone have missed
this engine?
Before going further, some background might be appropriate. Works visits were usually
classified as: LC = Light Casual; LS = Light Service; LI = Light Intermediate; HC = Heavy
Casual; HI = Heavy Intermediate; HG = Heavy General; NC = Non-Classified. Exactly
what was done under each of these types of repair is not always clear, but a Heavy repair
normally implies a boiler lift and / or replacement. A Heavy General repair would mean that
every part of the engine would receive attention and, for all practical purposes, what emerged
at the end was pretty near the equivalent of a brand new locomotive. Usually, an engine
would have one and sometimes two Light or Intermediate repairs between Heavy Generals;
Casual repairs were ones that didn’t fit into the normal programmed repairs, either based on
mileage (mechanical) or time (boiler) periods, and would be used to deal with some
catastrophic failure beyond the abilities of shed fitters to deal with, shattered cylinders or
collision damage, for instance.
Whatever the reasons for the transfer of this class (and the Ivatt Class 4s) to Swindon for
repair, it has caused problems for your Archivist: there are no entries on the EHCs to give
any clue as to what happened there. Some suggestions by various people are contained
within the Archive, but these are unsubstantiated and, in some respects, downright
contradictory. One report states that few spares – and no boilers – went to Swindon at this
time and all engines left with the same boiler with which they arrived.
The lack of spares is cited as a major reason for some very protracted stays in Wiltshire.
Another report states that no boiler was lifted from the frames during these repairs, but since
some boilers were fitted up to seven years previously, they were by then well outside their
normal operating allowance. A boiler was normally certificated for five years, extendable
for a further two subject to frequent inspection. Normally they were replaced at four years,
although some did go the full seven.
A third report stated that the engines were sent there to be fitted with new inner fireboxes,
which would be in flat contradiction to the above: it is physically impossible to remove and
replace an inner firebox on a boiler still in the frames (I had always questioned this assertion:
a new firebox was a very expensive undertaking and I could not understand why this should
happen to such a numerically small class, ten per cent of which had already been withdraw,
which had reached its estimated thirty year life expectancy, and with the end of steam
forecast for less than five years hence). However, the report was there.
Photographic evidence is limited: there are only eleven photos of these engines inside the
works, as opposed to being in the yard outside. There is one of 42945, three of 42954, one
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Above: Another view of Swindon erecting shop, this time during an enthusiast` visit
in March 1964. The range of engines include 75053, 42983, three unidentified exGWR engines (all Western engines look the same to me!) and Ivatt Class 4 No 43044.
42983 is in a similar state to the photo in March 2013 SMF News (No 73). All engines
have a number chalked on the smokebox, in 42983’s case E42385; could this be a job
number? The boiler number C8409 is legible on the smokebox door, but other
numbers are less easy to read. Again the chimney is missing but the top feed is in its
rightful place.
Photograph: Barry Austin
of 42975 and three of 42983. None of these show engines with boilers removed, and all have
their cabs and boiler cladding in place. Many, though, have chimneys removed, top feeds off
and main steam pipe (cylinders to smokebox) covers removed (42945/75 have the pipes
themselves removed). No conclusions can be drawn: they would be removed as part of a
boiler lift or as part of a repair with the boiler in the frames.
Dave’s submission moves us on a long way, even though it deals with only two engines:
42954 and 42983. It states:
42954 in works 27/01/64 for HI, ex-works 15/05/64. Boiler C6052 replaced by C6077 (from
42980, fitted 9/11/56). This engine received a full repaint.
The dates in and out are not confirmed by sightings within the Archive. She was first noted
at Swindon on 26/01/64, and then there is a continuous list up to 01/11/64, but she was on
Crewe South shed a week later.
42983 in works 06/01/64 for HC, ex-works 06/03/64. Boiler C8409 replaced by C6080
(from 42947, fitted 10/10/56). The entry and exit dates are more reliable in this case: she was
first seen there on 22/12/63 and last on 28/04/64. She was on Birkenhead shed on 03/05/63.
She was only partially repainted, mostly the smokebox.
So where does this leave us? I’m certain that the boiler numbers are correct and that
replacement boilers were fitted to these two engines, but what of the other 38 members of
the class, particularly the six reported to have been in Swindon? With a few exceptions fitted
around the 1960 EHC cut-off date, it is almost certain that they would have had replacement
boilers before withdrawal, including our own 42968, which still shows C8412 fitted
26/09/57. As she was withdrawn with effect from 31/12/66, I struggle to believe that this is
the boiler still fitted, despite the identification plate on the boiler back-plate (I’ve looked!).
And finally, my very sincere thanks to Dave for this information. You now have a task, mate:
start looking for the rest!

13
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FUND RAISING – A PERSONAL VIEW:

IAN MARSHALL

I will start this article by stressing that the following represents my personal view and
ideas, ahead of discussion on the subject at the next Committee meeting (which was
in January 2014 but just after the copy date for this issue). I will report on the
Committee’s deliberations and any decisions in the next magazine.
Firstly, I believe it is very much the individual’s right to choose what organisations
they wish to support, in what way, when and for how long; and equally they have the
right to change their mind at any time! It does no good bemoaning that SMF member
X has decided to move their support, whether active, financial or both, to another
organisation. If anything, I think we should look inwardly to see if there is a root
cause of the movement away and to seek ways of making us more attractive. For
anyone weighing up options, looking at our accounts, they show the Fund to be in a
respectable position and well placed to meet our on-going commitments to the SVR
(although these will quite probably be subject to change once the new locomotive
agreement is finalised), whereas another organisation could well be seeking money to
spend now on something that the individual perhaps considers more deserving, such
as a new build project to recreate an example of a lost class of locomotive - the
Brighton Atlantic (Beachy Head at the Bluebell Railway) or the Standard 3MT tank
(82045 at the SVR) to name just two that are making commendable progress, and
there are plenty more at various stages.
Are we the victim of our own success here; after all, the loco in our charge has already
been restored from Barry scrap yard condition, had around 20 years of action since
then, and will see a further ten years active service starting later this decade, all
through money that has already been raised by the SMF?
Playing “devil’s advocate” for a moment and using the alternative causes above,
would an independent on-looker rather see Beachy Head or 82045 in steam for the
first time, or contribute to a well-established Fund that has already seen a loco
operating for around 20 years since 1968? I saw the original Beachy Head at an
Eastleigh Works open day before it was cut up and saw and rode behind Exmouth
Junction allocated 3MT tanks before the end of steam, so wish these groups every
success in achieving early fruition of their aims so that I can renew my acquaintance,
but whilst I’m involved with the SMF in any way, I will continue to support the Fund
in maintaining our engine at the forefront of steam preservation and maximising its
visibility.
So what is the way forward for fund raising in the SMF? I suggest that we have
reached, or are very near to, the maximum contribution point from existing members
to the ‘A Lifetime’s Commitment’ and thus perhaps need to change our approach to
marketing this subscription scheme or concentrate on other income streams. We have
a successful bequest scheme and also always welcome any one-off (or occasional)
donations, which can either be financial or material goods.
Due to the natural ageing process of our membership, our numbers are steadily
decreasing as members transfer to the ‘engine shed in the sky’. Should we be doing
more to recruit new members, or is that market already saturated? Any advertising
campaign costs money and even a small advert in a railway monthly will cost a few
hundred pounds, so would need a good response to cover the cost before adding to
14
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our funds. Should we be offering more incentives for taking out a subscription, as was
done with some schemes in the past, or perhaps through a ‘member get a member’
scheme with some form of ‘thank you’ for the person doing the recruiting?
As I said at the start of this article, the Committee will have discussed the subject of
fund raising by the time you read this, but if you have any comment or idea I would
be delighted to hear from you (or you can speak to any of my Committee colleagues).
Ultimately, the Stanier Mogul Fund is part of the much larger railway preservation
movement of which all the individual components should work together toward the
overall aim of preserving and demonstrating our railway heritage, but any idea that
helps keep our organisation at the forefront will be warmly welcomed.
Finally, I must stress I am not looking to put anyone off from contributing to our
current subscription scheme, ‘A Lifetime’s Commitment’, or making a bequest to the
SMF in their will, so please feel free to complete the relevant form(s) and send it /
them to Dick Lewis, our Treasurer, if you would like to……
A LIFETIME’S COMMITMENT
YOU AND 42968
FROM JUST £2 PER MONTH
PRESERVING YESTERDAYS PAST – FOR TOMORROWS FUTURE
WHICHEVER WAY YOU LOOK
A LITTLE BLACK ENGINE WITH NO NAME

NEEDS YOU TO SUPPORT
THE 42968 ‘A LIFETIME’S COMMITMENT’
SUBSCRIPTION SCHEME
FROM JUST £2 PER MONTH
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN
THE ENCLOSED APPLICATION FORM TODAY

SAE ENCLOSED
For your convenience this facility is again provided, for you to return your
application forms to subscribe to:- ‘The Lifetime’s Commitment
Subscription Scheme’ and / or ‘The First of the Finest Subscription
Scheme’, or to make a donation and to advise the SMF in respect of
Bequests and In Memoriam instructions (See enclosed booklet)

VISIT THE SMF WEB SITE AT
www.staniermogulfund.org.uk
15
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‘COPPED AT’
Above: 42978 stands in the Down siding at Brimscombe, on the Swindon to
Gloucester line, waiting for a path towards Gloucester with a Down goods train. She
appears to have a new or recently worked on smokebox wrapper and may be working
her way home north after a visit to Swindon Works. 09/62
Photograph: Norman Preedy
Below: A good comparison of the front ends of the Hughes and Stanier, ‘Crab’,
2-6-0 locomotive designs. 42970 rubs shoulders with her cousin No 42878 on
Gloucester Barnwood mpd on 28/12/63.
Photograph: Norman Preedy
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‘COPPED AT’
Above: Quite what three Stanier locomotives are doing at Worcester mpd is not
known but 42959 keeps company with two Black 5’s on 4/6/65.
Photograph: Ted Hancock
Below: With steam to spare 42974 swings into Kidderminster with the 4.50pm local
service from Stourbridge Junc to Worcester on 11/7/64.
Photograph: The late Brian Moone / Courtesey KRM
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RICHARD GREAVES

FUND RAISING REPORT:

It is always most helpful and constructive to receive alternative viewpoints to my
own, particularly on those roles that I am responsible for on the Committee, and I am
grateful to Ian for his comments. Now that both you and I have had time to digest
them I will update you all on where we are at present.
A Lifetime’s Commitment:
This subscription scheme continues to attract small numbers of new applications from
members and provides a very useful and valuable regular monthly income to the
SMF.
We all, I am sure, see many appeals on the television for just about every worldwide
cause imaginable, but the common theme that runs through most of them is that they
ask for just £2 or £3 a month. I recognised some years ago (was I the first – again?):
that a small, regular amount each month, if supported by sufficient numbers, could
provide a valuable, regular income to the SMF, and so it has proved to be.
By offering the opportunity to contribute from £2 to £20 a month, each member has
the flexibility to select the monthly amount that is most affordable to him or her. An
attractive certificate is issued every two years confirming the contribution made
during that period, and the member has the satisfaction of knowing that they are
helping to keep the dream alive.
If you are not contributing to this scheme, or making any other monthly payments, or
one-off lump sums, why not consider joining the ‘42968 A Lifetime’s Commitment’
subscription scheme and, from just £2 a month, you can help to keep the dream alive?
An application form is enclosed with this magazine, together with an SAE for you to
return the completed form direct to our Treasurer, Dick Lewis, and he will do the rest.
Many thanks in anticipation of your further support.
SMF Annual Raffle:
I think I have said it all in my Annual raffle report, however, another heartfelt thank
you to all those who took part will certainly not go amiss for such a wonderful
achievement.
To those of you who missed last year’s raffle, well, there is always this year and the
importance of everyone taking part cannot be stressed too greatly. If just two
members had not returned their completed books of tickets, we would not have
achieved the record breaking return that we did. So, when you get your book of
tickets in September, please do not put them to one side thinking that your
contribution will not make a difference – it will. We now need to cement our grip on
the £5K return and your purchase of a book of tickets will help to do just that.
Sales Stand:
Our Sales Stand was open for business on eight days last year at three SVR events.
The three-day Spring Gala in March; a two-day Members’ and Shareholders’
Weekend in April; and the three-day Autumn Gala in September.
Apart from the intense cold, frostbite and hyperthermia that we experienced at the
March Spring Gala event, we enjoyed reasonable sales receipts at all three events.
The success or failure of the Sales Stand is wholly dependent on the quality and
quantity of the stock that we have for sale. You may wonder why we need to keep
appealing for goods, but with an average of eight trading days a year (nine this year),
our turnover is very brisk.
18
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Members donate a wide range of goods but the products that we are always most in
need of are model railway items. Locomotives, coaches, wagons, track, points,
buildings, signals, switches, kits etc. Any age, any condition and any gauge, working
or broken, boxed or loose, mint or battered.
There is also a whole range of other items that we need and can sell to raise the funds
to keep 42968 and the dream alive and these are listed in my donated goods reports,
elsewhere in this magazine, and on the enclosed insert leaflet.
I cannot emphasise too greatly just how important the Sales Stand is to the Fund, both
as an income channel and a highly visible advertising medium, which plays a major
role in keeping the dream alive. The ongoing success of the Sales Stand is, however,
entirely dependent upon both the quantity and quality of the donated goods that you
can provide. As always, I will be most grateful for anything that you can offer, and in
the first instance please ring me on 0151-426 7111 or, if you prefer, write to me at my
address shown on Page 2, to discuss and arrange collection. Once again, my sincere
thanks in anticipation of your call or letter.
RICHARD GREAVES

THE RETURN OF 13268:

Your CoM is already planning for the return to steam of 13268 following the
imminent Heavy Intermediate overhaul. I have volunteered (yet again – will I never
learn?), to organise an SMF Special, Return to Traffic event on the SVR, and the
initial planning is already underway.
It is early days yet but I envisage incorporating previously tried and tested features,
together with some new ideas that, I believe, you will find quite novel and innovative
and, I hope, will make for yet another enjoyable and super day out for all who attend.
Members of your Committee are working closely with me, to share the workload on
this project and more details should be available for the March 2015 SMF News. As
they say – watch this space.

Your Archivist is ALWAYS looking for new material on sightings
and photographs of the Stanier Mogul class.
If you can help or know of anyone who can assist,
please contact Jim Norman whose details appear on Page 2

URGENT APPEAL – FOR PLASTIC CARRIER BAGS
ARE YOU COMING TO THE SVR SPRING GALA
ON 21st 22nd or 23rd MARCH 2014 OR
THE SVR MEMBERS AND SHAREHOLDERS WEEKEND
ON 12th OR 13th APRIL 2014
IF SO WE WOULD BE MOST GRATEFUL FOR SUPPLIES OF
NEW OR USED PLASTIC CARRIER BAGS FOR RE-USE
ON OUR SALES STAND.
ALL QUANTITIES GRATEFULLY RECEIVED.
19
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LOCO-SHED NONSENSE
A 75th EDITION SPECIAL - BRAIN TEASER:

ROGER WALKER /
RICHARD GREAVES

The following little brain teaser will, I am sure, have many of you searching for your
old and treasured Ian Allan ABC Loco Shed books. I found it fascinating and I am
indebted to SMF Member, Roger Walker, for submitting it and allowing me to
re-produce it for your entertainment.
I have inserted a few of the shed names to get you going, and you should note that
some of the missing shed names are duplicated and some could have an alternative
name, but only the one that I hold on the copy passed to me by Roger will be treated
as correct. The x’s in the blank spaces indicate the number of letters in the missing
shed name. As an incentive to you all, the first correct entry that I receive by 1st June
2014 will receive two first class tickets for travel on the SVR.
Only entries from SMF members whose name appears on the SMF membership list
on 1st March 2014 will be accepted. All entries to be sent to myself at the address on
Page 2 and the Editor’s decision is final. Entries from the author and all CoM
members will not be accepted. To avoid defacing your copy of SMF News, you can
photocopy this page. PLEASE include your name and address with the entry and
show the shed names in RED
Percy Main was the son of George and Mary, living in one of the Westhouses, just
off the Devon’s Road. He walked his dog Royston in the xxxxxxx xxxxxxx and often
chatted to PC. “xxxxxxx” Lane – the local bobby. He was partial to a xxxxxx with
his mash with lots of xxxxxxxxx sauce and a variety of cheeses like Red xxxxxxxxx
and Double xxxxxxxxxx. At his local, the xxxxxxxxxxx’ xxxx, he enjoyed a pint or
three with a glass of New Port as a chaser. As a result, he suffered bouts of xxxxxxx
and uncontrollable Hitchin, prompting him to visit the local doctor in xxxxxxxxx.
After the war, in which he flew xxxxxxxxx bombers and xxxxxxxxxx flying boats, he
joined the T.A. and his platoon would often xxxxx down xxxxx xxxx. He used his car
– an American xxxxxxxx sedan – to look for work in xxxx xxxx and even travelled
to xxxxxxxxxx, which seemed a good idea at the time! Eventually he found work in
a place on xxxxxxx’x xxxx. He met Kitty through his dog Royston and, despite being
in his working class clothes, they started a dialogue.
xxxxx xxxxxxxx was the daughter of xxxxx and Bess and lived in one of the
xxxxxxxxxx on xxxxxx xxxx. She always looked on the xxxxxxxxxx. Kitty enjoyed
walking in xxxxxxxx xxxx and visiting the xxxxxxx xxxxxxx at xxxxxxxxx to take
the fresh xxx. Her favourite food was cake, particularly xxxxxx. She also had a
penchant for chocolate, particularly xxxxxxxx’x and Cadbury’s xxxxxxxxxx. Kitty
had a flair for the stage and was in a production of “The Pirates of xxxxxxxx” at
xxxxx Hippodrome and played Lady xxxxxxxx with the xxxx Hill Players. She
harboured wild ambitions to play with the RSC at xxxxxxxxx.
20
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Kitty had a sister called xxxx xxxxx who married xxxxx at xx xxxxxx church, the
ceremony being conducted by the vicar of xxxxxxxxx. Barry had a xxxxxxx
complexion. They often met at xxxxxxx xxxxxx and walked over xxx xxxx. They
visited stately homes such as xxxxxxx xxxx and xxxxxxx xxxxxx, often travelling in
Barry’s xxxxxxx van. They had a son at xxxxxx University who gained a xxxxx Blue.
Percy and Kitty first courted in xxxxx under the xxxxxx xxx, but once went too far
and were chided by the xxxxxx xxxxxxxxx. They frequently walked across xxxxxx
xxxxx and watched the xxxxxxxxx for milking, overlooking the xxxxx xxxxxxx.
They also enjoyed bird watching at xx xxxxxxxx xxxxx and xxxxxxxx. They married
at xx xxxxxxx’x and honeymooned in a xxxxxxx Town near xxxxxxxxx. They rented
a place in Kirkby but after a drinking spree, Percy sometimes went for a xxxxxx.
Although this caused friction, they soon made it up. Percy had a multitude of drinking
pals at the working men’s club in xxxxxxxxx, notably Wal’ Sall, xxxx’ Esden,
xxxxx’ Bxxxxxx, Dany’ xxxxx and xxxxxxx Hxxx. For her part Kitty was teetotal,
preferring xxxxxx spring water as her favourite tipple.
Every year, all four would have days out, visiting the xxxxxxx Grand National,
xxxxxxxxx Illuminations, xxxxx xxx Gardens, the Epsom xxxxx, xxxxxxx Guild and
xxxxxxx Races. Like many others of their time, when funds permitted they would
venture abroad, on one memorable occasion visiting xxx xxxxxxx in the USA,
basing themselves in xxxxxx.
Percy and Kitty had a happy life together. When Kitty’s mum had to go into hospital
she couldn’t xxxxx properly so had to take a xxxx. Percy politely asked Kitty “Is your
xxxxxxxxxx?” “She’s OK,” said Kitty. “She’s doing a bit of xxxxxxx. “That’s one
way of keeping her quiet!” said Percy.
Copyright SMF member Roger Walker and with his eternal thanks to the late SMF
member Ray Norton, whose original “I have shed bashed about a bit!”

ENTRY SUBMITTED BY:NAME:

…………………………………………………………...............................……………………

ADDRESS:

……………………………………………………………….............................………….

………………………………………………………………………………..................................…………

TEL No:

………………………………….................………...

I agree that the Editor’s decision is final
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A 75th ISSUE PICTORIAL TRIBUTE TO 68

Right: Just three months after
entering traffic 13268 is pictured on
Willesden mpd on 22/4/34.
Photograph: W L Good

Left: After being re-numbered into
the LMS four-digit numbering
scheme, 2968 is seen at Llandudno
Junc in May 1938 whilst engaged
on ECS duties.
Photograph: W Potter / SMF
Collection

Right: Following nationalisation in
1948 our locomotive received her
third and final number. As 42968
she is seen in this magnificent
picture taken as she stands L/E
framed by LNWR lower quadrant
signals at Chester General in 1959.
Photograph: P Ransome Wallace /
Courtesey of the NRM
(PRW8369)
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Right: A sadder sight you would be
hard to find. Unloved, uncared for
and semi-derelict, 42968 awaits her
fate in Barry scrapyard during April
1968, before the formation of the
SMF.
Photograph: A Pepper

Left: Fifteen years after purchase
by the SMF and 2968 is well on
her way back to being a working
steam locomotive once again. With
the boiler back in the frames
re-assembly is well on the way on
13/11/88, although it would be
another 17 months before she
finally entered revenue earning
traffic.
Photograph: Richard Greaves

Right: Back in revenue earning
traffic after an absence of almost 25
years, 2968 accelerates away from
Bewdley in brilliant sunshine past
Northwood
Lane
with
a
Kidderminster to Bridgnorth train
on 5/10/91.
Photograph: Andrew Bell
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The ‘Pocket B
Above: Deputising for A4 Pacific No 60009 ‘Union of South Africa’ 2968 storms past Blea
‘The Christmas Cumbrian Mountain Express’. Having been held at signals at Settle Junc. 296
on this and other ‘hill’ climbs earned her
Photograph: Ed
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ket Battleship’
Blea Moor signalbox at a recorded speed of 31mph with 1Z49, 7.16am Hitchin to Carlisle
2968 started her attack on ‘The Long Drag’ from a standing start and her gutsy performance
d her the nickname of ‘The Mighty Mogul’
h: Edward Hurst
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Right: 2968’s first foray away from
her SVR home was the short journey
to the G&WR at Toddington for a
gala event. Following this she
stayed on for a photographic
charter and is seen at Chicken
Curve between Winchcombe and
Toddington with a goods train
heading towards Toddington on
4/11/95.
Photograph: Richard Greaves

Left: Her ‘main line’ adventures
came to an end in 1998 with her
appearance at LT’s ‘Steam on the
Met 98’ event. On 23/5/98, 2968 is
seen near Chalfont & Latimer on
the near continuous 1:105 climb
from Chorley Wood to Amersham
with the 1.06pm from Watford (High
Street) to Amersham.
Photograph: David R. Greaves

Right: Seen on 2/10/00 in
Bridgnorth shed yard during 2968’s
first Heavy Intermediate overhaul,
which took place between 1998 and
2002. The boiler is in the
Bridgnorth boiler shop and the
frames are being worked on by SMF
volunteers, Frank Looker and Chris
Proudfoot.
Photograph: Richard Greaves
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Right: In 2005, 42968 and the SMF
were honoured to be invited to the
Crewe Works Open Weekend and on
9/9/05 she is seen amongst the
familiar surroundings of her
birthplace.
Photograph: Keith Langston

Left: Whilst visiting the K&WVR as
guest locomotive at their Gala event
she stayed on to work some
photographic charters. Seen on one
of these, 42968 climbs up the Worth
Valley towards Haworth with a
goods train on 7/2/06.
Photograph: Russ Hillier

Right: During her visit to the WSR
in 2007 42968 has just arrived at
Minehead on 13/10/07 with a train
from Bishops Lydeard and is
waiting to ‘hook off’.
Photograph: Jim Norman
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Right: In a typical 1960s BR scene
42968 leans to the curve at Kinchley
Lane during one of two visits to the
GCR. On this occasion she is
working the 10.55am pick up goods
from Loughborough to Rothley on
30/1/10.
Photograph: Tom Clarke

Left: The Llangollen Railway has
also been visited twice by 42968
and on this occasion she is seen
amongst the beautiful mountain
scenery of the Dee Valley running
into Carrog with the 4pm service
from Llangollen on 23/4/10.
Photograph: Raymond Jones

Right: Nearing the end of her extended ten
year boiler period 42968 still looks in good
fettle as she heads a Kidderminster to Arley
Santa train past Northwood Lane Bewdley on
23/12/12. Less than two weeks later she would
be withdrawn for her next Heavy Intermediate
overhaul.
Photograph: Chris Farman
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STANIER MOGUL FUND 2013 –
42968 AUTUMN DRAW RESULTS:

RICHARD GREAVES

WE DID IT – JUST.
I am delighted – well over the moon really – to be able to report, that the gross return of our 2013
Raffle finally crept over the £5K target for the first time ever! The final figure was £5,020, so you
can all see that it was a close run thing but, as they say in some parts, do it – we did.
It has been suggested in some circles (wash their mouths out) that I put the last £30 in myself,
but I assure you that this was not the case and every last penny came from all you wonderful
and magnificent members who took part.
We got off to a flying start during the first couple of weeks, after which it settled down to a
steady flow, and it finished with a flurry in the final week. It was a nail-bitter right up to the
day of the draw at our AGM when an unexpected final few cheques were passed to me and the
magic figure was achieved.
I know times are hard and no doubt, like myself, you receive many books of tickets from
various sources over the course of a year. So, once again my sincere, grateful and heartfelt
thanks and appreciation to all who supported the 2013 Raffle and who made it our most
successful to date.
Now, finally, you all know what this means don’t you? 2014 here we come!!
STANIER MOGUL FUND - 42968 DOUBLE HEADER AUTUMN DRAW 2013
RESULTS
TICKET:
st
1
Mr B R Griffiths
Nr Andover
4793
2nd
C Beech
Redditch
1700
3rd
Mr C H Threlfall
Knutsford
3093
4th
Mr G Warburton
Taunton
2475
th
5
Mr J Bailey
Hitchin
3824
6th
A F G Green
Lowestoft
5065
7th
Mr D K Sztencel
Wakefield
4143
8th
Craig Crompton
Gloucester
2804
th
9
F G Atkins
Dover
1601
10th
B Nicholls
Birmingham
0997
11th
D Foord
Kidderminster
0683
12th
John and Jenny Williamson
Laxey (IoM)
2410
13th
M J O’Donnell
Dudley
3970
The winning tickets were drawn by members of the Stanier Mogul Fund attending the SMF AGM
held at the Kidderminster Railway Museum, Kidderminster on Saturday 26th October 2013.
Richard Greaves
SMF Draw Promoter
26th October 2013

THE TRANSPORT TREASURY
If you collect railway photographs have you tried:The Transport Treasury, Logie Shannoch, Drumrossie, INSCH, Aberdeenshire,
Scotland. AB52 6LJ Tel/Fax 01464 820717, Mobile 07867-645410
or visit: www.transporttreasury.co.uk or e-mail: info@transporttreasury.co.uk
They offer a super service and their prices are very reasonable.
Currently available are some 45,000 listed subjects for you to choose from
together with approximately half a million in the unlisted and unsorted collections
which can be viewed personally, by appointment.
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MEMORIES OF A SIGNALMAN – PART 7:
More hand-signalling on Merseyrail.

ADRIAN BODLANDER

The second hand-signalling job took place at Hoylake on the West Kirby line during
October 1994, and involved the conversion of the level crossing from manual gates
to CCTV operation. Previously the crossing had retained its traditional gates worked
from the signal box by a gate wheel. Under the re-signalling the gates were to be
replaced by full barriers operated from the new IECC at Sandhills and monitored by
CCTV.
While the second phase of the re-signalling had been successfully commissioned at
the beginning of October, it had not been possible to complete the barrier work due
to the need for the old box to be removed first. There was also some work required
on the pavements and kerb stones so that the warning lights for road users could be
positioned correctly.
All this meant that trains had to be hand-signalled over the crossing until the work
was complete. This went on for most of October and, like the Rock Ferry job,
required two shifts of five men each day, so once again the roster clerk had to use men
from other areas to cover the job. On this occasion I was rostered for the early turn
for a full week, 0500-15.00 Monday to Saturday and 07.00 - 1500 on Sunday.
Temporary gates had been erected to stop road traffic and there was also a set of
manually operated temporary traffic lights.
Below: Hoylake signalbox on 17/4/83. The signalbox dated from 1889 and this view
was taken from the Down station platform, looking towards West Kirby.
Photograph: Adrian Bodlander
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Above: Hoylake signalbox and crossing gates on 17/4/83 before conversion to unmanned, full lifting barriers operated remotely by CCTV. This view is looking
towards West Kirby.
Photograph: Adrian Bodlander
The five jobs were as follows: two people to open and close the gates, two handsignalmen for the protecting signals on the Up and Down lines respectively, and a
crossing-keeper who liaised with the signalman at Sandhills, so that the latter was
aware of the status of the crossing. A Portakabin had been placed on the site of the
old box for use as a mess room, and as it was equipped with a Calor gas stove you
could make a brew, and there was a café nearby where you could buy such delicacies
as bacon butties or fried egg butties, so conditions were not too bad. The only guy
who had a rough job was the man flagging the Up (Liverpool bound) signal, as this
was about a quarter of a mile from the crossing and you had to sit on your own in a
little canvas tent, while the other guys could sit in the cabin between trains. A small
Calor gas heater was provided but it kept blowing out.
The procedure for dealing with trains was as follows: on hearing a train approaching
the crossing, the gatemen would close the gates across the road, while the crossingkeeper would go to the cabin with the phone to speak to the IECC. The handsignalman would stop the train with a hand danger signal as before, but no detonator
was required in this situation. The hand-signalman would call the signalman on the
signal post telephone and ask permission for the train to proceed. The signalman
would then phone the crossing-keeper and ask if the gates were across the road. When
he was given this information he would tell the hand-signalman that he could
authorize the driver to pass the signal at danger and proceed over the crossing with
caution and be prepared to stop clear of any obstruction. When the train was clear of
the crossing and the gates reopened to road traffic, this information was passed to the
signalman by the crossing-keeper.
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As the job of flagging the Up signal was less attractive than the others, we all rotated
round the different jobs so no one had to spend more than a few hours out in the cold.
It was also agreed that no one would man the signal first thing in the morning when
it was pitch dark and freezing cold. During the period the signal was unmanned, the
driver could call the IECC on his cab radio. This was all quite unofficial, but no one
in authority ever complained. The compensation of this job was that the line was
alongside a golf course so you had the antics of the Hoylake golfers to keep you
amused between trains.
About mid morning on the first day, one of the local inspectors turned up to see how
we were getting on. Upon discovering that four of the five crew were not Merseyrail
men, he turned to us and asked if we had had any third rail training. When the four
of us all replied no, he turned and pointed to the third rail, “that’s the live rail, don’t
touch it,” following which he got in to his van and drove off, leaving us rather
nonplussed “Take no notice of him,“ said the local man, “He’s just grumpy because
he had to leave his nice warm office!”
This job carried on for about four weeks before the barriers were finally
commissioned, but fortunately I had to do only the one week, as I would far rather be
in a warm signalbox than out in the open on a cold October morning.

‘THE FIRST OF THE FINEST’
42968 MAINTENANCE SUBSCRIPTION SCHEME
MAXIMUM HOLDING NOW £1,000
Stanier Mogul Fund Maintenance Subscription Scheme in units
of £10 each (maximum holding £1,000)
Offers a low cost opportunity to contribute to the ongoing maintenance of
42968 and can be purchased singularly or in multiples of £10, either by
outright purchase (cheque / PO) or by Standing Order (minimum of £5 per month).
If you wish to increase your financial holding in the
Stanier Mogul Fund please:Complete and return the enclosed
‘The First of the Finest’ 42968 Maintenance Subscription Scheme
Application Form to Dick Lewis in the SAE provided

SAE ENCLOSED
For your convenience this facility is again provided, for you to return your
application forms to subscribe to:- ‘The Lifetime’s Commitment
Subscription Scheme’ and / or ‘The First of the Finest Subscription
Scheme’, or to make a donation and to advise the SMF in respect of
Bequests and In Memoriam instructions (See enclosed booklet)
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RICHARD GREAVES

YOUR SMF SALES STAND
AND DONATED GOODS:

The SMF Sales Stand will be open for business on nine days this year, starting with
the three-day SVR Spring Gala 21st / 22nd / 23rd March 2014, followed closely by the
two-day SVR Members and Shareholders event, 12th / 13th April 2014 and finally, the
FOUR-day SVR Autumn Gala 18th / 19th / 20th and 21st September 2014.
From the above you will see that I am going to need a lot of help and assistance from
you all in respect of donated goods if we are going to maintain our current stocks
levels to match expected sales.
I really am desperate for any model railway items including, locos / coaches /
wagons / track / lineside furniture, e.g. signals, buildings, switches, kits, scenery
materials, etc., / track, point-work, etc. Any age, any gauge, any make. UK or
continental outline, boxed or battered, working or broken. The only items that I
cannot sell are cardboard buildings, unless made by Superquick or Metcalf’s.
Also, I need any, or all, of the following: good quality, hard- or soft-backed Railway
Books by all the main publishers, railway DVDs or Videos, and I am getting very
low on Road Vehicles, e.g., buses, lorries and cars by Corgi, Dinky, EFE, Original
Omnibus, Oxford, Days Gone, etc., and again, any scale, mint or used, boxed or
loose. Any Railwayana, including signalbox items, clocks, watches, carriage keys,
lamps, station signs, station name-plates, smokebox, cabside, shed and wagon plates.
And, if you have the odd nameplate with no space to display it, I could always take
it off your hands!!! Oh, for a Duchess or King, or a Hall or Scot, even a Peak or a
Western. Keep dreaming, boy! Railway Magazines, but please, only the titles shown
on the leaflet inserted in this magazine.
In addition to the above, I would also be delighted to receive: UK railway
photographs and / or negatives, steam or diesel era up to 1985, Edmundson card
type railway tickets, Pre-1968 BR Passenger Timetables, Railway Literature,
including waybills, excursion leaflets, etc. I would be most grateful for anything and
I can sell just about anything, railway related, for the future benefit of 42968. If you
have any items that you think may be of interest, please give me first refusal.
The important point is that I need your donated goods now, to ensure that sufficient
stocks of quality goods are available in the coming months and throughout 2015.
Please note: forward planning yet again! I have the volunteers to staff the Stand and
I have the couriers to collect the goods, but will you help to ensure that the SMF Sales
Stand continues to provide the funds that will keep 42968 in steam for the years
ahead? If you have anything to offer, please ring me on 0151-426 7111, any evening
between 6pm and 9pm. But please remember that I do work full time (and not just for
the SMF), so if I am not available, please leave your name and contact details either
on the messaging service or with my wife and I will return your call as soon as I can.
If you are visiting any of the SVR events on the above mentioned dates and can bring
your donated goods with you to Kidderminster, that would be a great help. Please
come to the Stand, which is located on the main concourse outside the restaurant, and
a member of the sales team will be happy to assist you in bringing the donated goods
from your car.
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A final reminder, if one were needed, that the success of our Sales Stand is wholly
dependent on the quality and quantity of the goods that you can donate. I can provide
the willing volunteers, who often travel hundreds of miles to collect the goods, or
work a ten hour shift and more, with a smile and a merry quip on their lips, come rain,
hail, sunshine or blizzard, but I need you to donate the goods. Without you, we are
nothing; it is that simple.
You will, no doubt, appreciate that it is very difficult for me to re-juggle the same old
words and phrases issue after issue on this subject, to try to make them sound
interesting and appealing. But try I must, as the importance of your kind and generous
donations cannot be under-estimated. Each and every one of you holds the success
and survival of our Sales Stand in your hands. Donated goods are, without doubt, the
life blood of our Sales Stand.
Please also remember that donated goods can be converted into ‘First of the Finest’
subscription certificates, thereby increasing your financial holding in the SMF. So:If donations you have got, make my telephone red hot
With kind offers of assistance, and then I’ll do the business
Bet you did not know that there was a poet within me, did you? Ok, Ok, I will pretend
that I did not hear that!

SALES STAND DAYS – SPRING 2014
The Stanier Mogul Fund Sales Stand will be open for business
at Kidderminster Station on the following dates
Friday

21st March 2014

SVR Spring Steam Gala

Saturday

22 March 2014

SVR Spring Steam Gala

Sunday

23 March 2014

SVR Spring Steam Gala

Saturday

12th April 2014

SVR Members, Weekend

Sunday

13 April 2014

SVR Members, Weekend

nd
rd

th

Please feel free to visit with both your monetary and moral support!
____________________________________________________
If you have any Goods to donate OR any new or used
Plastic Carrier Bags and can bring them on any
of the above dates this would be very much appreciated.
Assistance will be available to collect goods from your vehicles
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SUPPORT YOUR SALES STAND TODAY
42968 NEEDS YOUR DONATED GOODS
TO RE-STOCK OUR SUPPLIES OF GOODS FOR THE SALES STAND
WE URGENTLY NEED YOUR DONATED GOODS
AS DETAILED BELOW
AS ALWAYS WE ARE DESPERATELY SHORT OF
MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT, AND WHEN WE SAY
WE CANNOT GET ENOUGH OF THIS, WE REALLY MEAN IT.
We can sell any amount of this in any gauge, any age, Steam, Diesel or Electric outline.
Tinplate, Plastic, Kit Built or Proprietary, Modern or Ancient.
Accessories including buildings, signals, track etc. etc.
Triang, Hornby, Mainline, Dapol, Replica, Airfix, Bachmann, Lima, Hornby Dublo,
Wrenn, Hornby Tinplate, Trix, Trix-Twin, Peco, Fleischmann, Heljan, Jouef,
Vi-Trains, Liliput, Marklin, Rivarossi, Graham Farish, Minitrix, etc., etc…
Locomotives, Coaches, Wagons, working or broken, boxed or loose, mint or battered.
Single items to whole collections, we will be most grateful for anything.

WE ALSO URGENTLY NEED
RAILWAY VIDEOS / DVDs AND MODEL ROAD VEHICLES
E.G. DAYS GONE, EFE, CORGI, DINKY, MATCHBOX ETC.
STEAM SOUND RECORDS L/Ps AND E/Ps
AND ANY
HARD-BACKED RAILWAY BOOKS
ALSO BOOKS ON SHIPPING AND ROAD TRANSPORT
We would appreciate donations of any of the above from single items to collections

WE ARE ALSO
VERY SHORT OF RAILWAY MEMORABILIA.
Lamps, Clocks, Watches, Badges, Signalling items, Wagon, Shed and Works Plates
even the odd number or nameplate would be useful to have!!!
Posters, Excursion Leaflets, Paperwork, Pre-1968 Timetables etc
AND Pre-1968 BR Edmundson type tickets.

WE ALSO NEED
BAYKO AND MECCANO
Boxed sets or loose in any quantity

All donations can be converted into current SMF Subscriptions.
Collections can be arranged from most parts of the country
Usually within four to twelve weeks.
If you can make a donation or wish to discuss a possible donation further,
please ring Richard Greaves on 0151-426 7111
any evening between 7.30pm and 9.30pm
or write to me at the address on Page 2
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BEQUESTS AND IN MEMORIAMS – 1:

MICHAEL ENTWHISTLE

I’ll readily admit that thinking about bequests and wills hasn’t really been high on my
list of priorities. Until that is, I was asked to write a short article on the subject.
Coincidentally, at around the same time, I heard a tale that brought home the
importance of writing a will and keeping it up to date. It was whilst volunteering on
one of our Heritage Railways that I heard the following story.
It concerns a gentleman who was a keen supporter of another Heritage Railway.
Whilst he was able to, he spent many hours on his Railway, volunteering and helping
out. He had no family, so for him the Railway was his family. He was very proud of
what he did , and derived a huge amount of pleasure out of his volunteering. In later
years his declining health meant that he could volunteer less but still visited
frequently. He was very keen that after he had passed on that the Railway would
benefit to a large extent from his estate. Sadly after he had died, and his affairs were
looked into it transpired that he had never got round to writing a will. As he had no
family and no relations could be traced, his entire estate passed to the Government.
This cautionary tale reminds us all that, if we haven’t already done so, we should
consider writing a will. It is necessary in order to ensure that our wishes regarding our
estates after we are no longer around are followed. It is possible to amend an existing
will and this is best done in consultation with a solicitor. On the Railway where I’m
a volunteer we have recently received several bequests, large and small, from
members who wished to be remembered and contribute to the Railway after they had
passed on. We’ve been able to plan for future projects and speed up existing plans
with this very welcome money.
Of course, the SMF would be very grateful should any of you consider leaving a
bequest in your will to help ensure 42968 is maintained in working condition for as
long as possible. The name of anyone who bequeaths £1,000 or more will, if desired,
be engraved on a brass plaque mounted in the cab of 42968. For other amounts your
name will be on a Roll of Remembrance which will be commemorated in SMF News
at regular intervals. Incidentally, the above also applies to ‘In Memoriam’ donations
should you wish to remember a loved one.
The CoM would be grateful if you could read the enclosed Bequest / In Memoriam
leaflet and delighted should you feel able to make a Bequest to support 42968 into the
future.

The Stanier Mogul Fund

-

Preserving Yesterdays Past …………...
…………….. For Tomorrows Future
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BEQUESTS AND IN MEMORIAMS – 2:

PETER HOLDER

There are few things in life that we can all be certain of, but our eventual passing is
unfortunately one of them. I hope, therefore, that this short article about the
opportunities for longer-term donation to the Stanier Mogul Fund will be useful
for all.
The importance of making a will is well documented. However, the significance of
ensuring that a lifetime’s collection of books, magazines, railwayana, etc. ends up in
the best possible hands cannot be underestimated. In addition, making these decisions
now will help to reduce the not-inconsiderable administrative burden on your family
or executors at a most difficult time. Your gift, large or small, will be hugely
appreciated by the SMF and its CoM, who will ensure that it is put to the most
beneficial effect.
A short reminder of what we can offer you in return: if you bequeath goods and / or
monies to the value of £1,000 or more, your name will be engraved on a brass plaque
mounted in the cab of 42968; if your bequest is less than £1,000, your name will be
recorded on a Roll of Remembrance, which will be displayed in the SMF News
approximately every two years. But these are, of course, mere tokens of our
appreciation; your true reward is knowing that the future of your locomotive will be
in the safest possible hands for many, many years to come.
Without the exceptional generosity of yourselves and your predecessors, the SMF
simply wouldn’t be here today, and the Stanier Mogul wouldn’t soon be entering its
third period of running in preservation. I for one would very much like to think that
our treasured locomotive will be around for many generations to enjoy yet. Thank
you for taking the time to read this – please find further information in the enclosed
leaflet, or feel free to contact us with any further questions.

A LIFETIME’S COMMITMENT
YOU AND 42968
FROM JUST £2 PER MONTH
PRESERVING YESTERDAYS PAST – FOR TOMORROWS FUTURE
WHICHEVER WAY YOU LOOK
A LITTLE BLACK ENGINE WITH NO NAME

NEEDS YOU TO SUPPORT
THE 42968 ‘A LIFETIME’S COMMITMENT’
SUBSCRIPTION SCHEME
FROM JUST £2 PER MONTH
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN
THE ENCLOSED APPLICATION FORM TODAY
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ROLL OF REMEMBRANCE

Stanier Mogul Fund
Roll of Remembrance
– tenemus – in memory we hold:memoria
Bequests
Jack Adamson

Arthur F. Whitehouse

Ian Lagoe

Mr Cowen

Michael Lewis

Brian Marshall

Dr P Parry

Geoff Symons

Ray Norton

Martin Lodge

Reg Bates

Reg Pardoe

Jim Jack
In Memoriam
Murial Grant

In loving memory of Jim

Brian Grant

In loving memory of Murial

Raymond Moss

In loving memory of Mary

Alan Price

In loving memory of Kath

John Standring

In loving memory of Liz

Patricia Bradley In loving memory of Maurice
Eileen Bright

In loving memory of Bill

Family & Friends In loving memory of David Kemish
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NATIONALISATION TO RATIONALISATION:PART 9: COFFINS and EXOTIC ANIMALS

The Late
GEOFF SYMONS

The most interesting post I covered whilst still the junior relief clerk was that of
transport clerk, a two shift job, situated in the Trains Office. This post entailed
organising the conveyance of special and tail traffic by passenger train, and you never
knew what you were likely to be dealing with next! One of the most frequent, believe
it or not, was the conveyance of corpses between the place of their decease, usually
to their home town for burial, and the undertaker concerned would make the
necessary arrangements.
There was a quite strict protocol to be observed when conveying the deceased in that
a special vehicle had to be attached, or a brake van utilised that could be locked off
so that no member of the travelling public would have to pass through the vehicle
when passing down the train to, say, the dining car. There were also problems if you
had two corpses of different religions which were required to be conveyed by the
same service, e.g. Jewish and Catholic; you had to make sure that they were well
separated or there would be hell to play!
For the most part, undertakers were, surprisingly, very happy people and quite fun to
deal with. There was a local one close to Euston by the name of Leverton’s, and they
quite often used our services. One evening, one of their staff rang me up asking how
much it would cost to send a body to Dumfries. What you had to do then was ring
Euston Booking Office who would quote the price which, I believe, was £66 on this
occasion. I then asked when the body was to be sent, only to get the reply that, “He
isn’t dead yet, but we’re just making enquiries in advance.” I said that I didn’t want
to do them out of a job, but while he was still warm, send him up in a sleeper, it would
be much less costly! The undertaker’s rep. thought this was hilarious, and it sort of
underlined the rapport we had with these people when dealing with a difficult
situation.
There was, however, one notable exception, and I believe it was Harrods’ funeral
service who employed a gentleman with a suitably sepulchral voice to make the
arrangements, and he would always say that he had a casket with human remains to
send to wherever. We would, purposely, be very deferential over the phone, then put
down the handset, ring the booking office, and in a loud voice say, “Hi Charlie, what
price a stiff to Glasgow?” or whatever, and we would hear a gasp down the receiver!
Another quite frequent traffic was the conveyance of racehorses, which was
masterminded by the Southern Region who had a racecourse representative, and he
covered this traffic on behalf of BR as a whole. If he were on leave or sick, however,
Ted Castell from our DPM.’s office would deputise.
Now Ted was a lovely man who would do anything for anybody, but his knowledge
of railway operating was zilch. This was a strange fact of railway life on the L.M.
Region, which was divided into the Commercial and Operating factions, and neither
had any real knowledge of each other’s functions. The Queen’s trainer, Capt. BoydRochfort knew of this, and delighted in winding Ted up by asking for a horse box to
be attached to the ‘Royal Scot’ or the ‘Caledonian’, knowing full well that they were
restricted trains, and were barred from conveying tail traffic of any sort. Ted used to
come on and ask for a box to be conveyed on one of these trains only to be told no
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chance, when he would go ballistic. We would then phone the Captain, who would
laugh like a drain, and arrange a suitable service for the conveyance of his box: poor
Ted, he was such a nice chap.
I recall him ringing me up once from the Royal Albert Dock to ask me where the
elephant van was. This vehicle, with strengthened sides and floor, was usually used
in conjunction with the conveyance of circus traffic, and was controlled by Crewe
Transport Controller, to whom prior notice had to be given to reserve it for a specified
journey. I told Ted that I had no idea where it was at this moment in time, and anyway,
it had to be reserved in advance. Ted promptly panicked as a consignment of exotic
animals had arrived at the Royal Albert Docks, including a white rhinoceros, for
onward conveyance to Chester Zoo, and what were we going to do? I told him to send
them over to Euston, and we’d see what we could do utilising scenery vans where
necessary.
It turned out that the rhino was a baby, smaller than some prize boars we had sent,
and the main problem was some ostriches which were in large crates that would have
fouled the light fittings in the CCT’s (Covered Carriage Trucks – long wheelbase,
four wheeled vans – Ed), we were using. The zoo rep. said not to worry as they would
saw off a section of the crates, re-fix the Hessian top and, as he put it, “The buggers
will soon get their heads down.” Happy days!

ARE YOU PART OF THE TEAM –
THE SMF TEAM KEEPING 42968 STEAMING ?
If you make a donation of £5 or £50, take out a Lifetime’s Subscription for £2 to £5,
purchase a First of the Finest subscription, donate one model loco or 20 model locos,
half a dozen books or 30 books, buy one raffle ticket or a book of raffle tickets,
remember 42968 in your Will or give an In Memoriam donation or
actively support 42968 in any other way then
you are doing your bit, and are part of the team.
DO YOUR BIT AND PLEASE DON’T LEAVE IT TO OTHERS
BE A PLAYER NOT A SPECTATOR

SEMPER PROTEGAMUS - (LET US ALWAYS PROTECT)

VISIT THE SMF WEB SITE AT
www.staniermogulfund.org.uk
40
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26C BOLTON MPD AND THE WEEK WE BORROWED ‘BARODA’:

STEVE LEYLAND

I was first prompted to put pen to paper on a certain week at 26C when reminded of
its colourful content, as revealed by a re-perusal of the Enginemen’s Arrangements
Book for the summer of 1961. Two more equally valid reasons for selecting the w/e
29/7/61 quickly emerged during preliminary groundwork for the article, and again
they were reminders of situations rather than first time knowledge. Together they
make an irresistible scenario because all three chief aspects are certainly linked
directly.
Had it not been for Richard’s (Richard Strange – Ed), incomparable analysis of
Bolton’s allocation, 1935-68, I would doubtless be unaware that the summer and
autumn of 1961 saw 26C’s own motive power strength at its lowest ebb for at least
26 years. From comparative stability at over forty locos throughout the mid 1950s, it
had been allowed to fall steadily due to withdrawals, chiefly of the older engines
(transfers to and from nearly balancing) since the spring of ’58 to only 26 machines.
A corresponding rise (quite a jump at one point) to previous levels soon followed, and
never again until late ‘67 were so few allocated.
I have long held that the levels of which I speak, pre-1964, were governed by how
busy Horwich Works was, as that determined the flow of ‘trials’ engines used at
Bolton mpd for generally a week to ten days each. The week I’ve chosen illustrates a
high incidence of foreigners on regular work (and specials), and though I don’t have
actual proof, a good ten percent of the forty one non-Bolton locos employed looks
like ex-Works trials. The forty one, incidentally, excludes incoming engines in traffic
that were just sent home light.
Below: 45587 ‘Baroda’ paired with a Fowler narrow sided tender. She is seen at
Handforth, north of Wilmslow, on the direct line between Stockport and Crewe and is
in charge of a Manchester (London Road) to Plymouth train on 11/9/52.
Photograph: Norman Preedy
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Bolton couldn’t have managed without the trials engines, that’s for sure, but what
about the still prolific output from Horwich at times when the 26C quota was much
higher, for no obvious reason? Potential answers to that bring us into the realms of
unsteady workload (unlikely), a clampdown on spare (and therefore wasteful) 26C
locos, declining goods traffic, etc., all of which could justify an article in themselves.
Exactly when 45587 ‘Baroda’ arrived for special holiday traffic I can’t specify. It
wasn’t unusual for the depot to borrow passenger engines of class 5 or 6, especially
for the wakes week commencement a month earlier, but any ‘Jubilees’ were generally
from nearby Patricroft or Newton Heath. ‘Baroda’ came from Crewe North, which
suggests that sources closer to home couldn’t spare anything in that time, and other
evidence of this will be seen.
Plenty of Sunday (23/7) PW activity saw only foreigners 48472 (12A), 42962 (5B),
48501 (9F) and Buxton’s 48740 working spoil and ballast trains in section between
Bolton and Lostock Jcn. Those four, and five other non-26C locos, were around for
all or most of the week, and won’t necessarily receive further mention. Come
Monday, 44007 (24G), on trials since 13/7, was almost first (2.45am) and last
(11.45pm) off shed on two jobs, both of which were Bradshawgate bankers, plus trips
in the morning, but today the second turn was redirected “L/E to Ashton Moss for
fish”. Carlisle Canal’s 44l57, which had been around locally since 10/7 sneaked into
‘our’ week by working on Monday what is thought to be Bolton (Rose Hill) - Bury,
turn 274. 45587 (5A) and 42778 (5D) stood on adjacent roads that morning, waiting
to work well-spaced specials from Horwich. The ‘5X’ was first off, quite early, at
7.10am for 1T65 to Morecambe, and the ‘Crab’ at 10.30am for Blackpool (1T62),
both with evening returns crewed also by Bolton men. This was all duplicated (with
slightly different times) on Tuesday and Wednesday too.
Well into its Monday work by then was 42962 (5B) which kept to the same daily
7.18am Bolton-Liverpool (Exch) stopper and Bank Hall - Liverpool (Exch) ECS trips
diagram with balance, till being despatched interestingly on Saturday. Stoke’s 42787
put in a very full week on two jobs, Horwich Carriage Sidings Shunt, then L/E
Chorley for the 6.50pm parcels to Blackpool North and 10.55pm Blackpool Manchester parcels Mon - Fri, then Saturday’s 7.18am Bolton - Liverpool ((Exch).
The third Derby 4F out on Monday morning, 44338 (55E), was employed on
Halliwell - Sharlston coal empties, then it too seems to have finished trials.
It hadn’t been the best start to the week for 26C men Widdowson and Grice, who had
to attend an interview ‘re smoke’ at Room 123 of the Line Traffic Office; how
dreaded was this room 123, one wonders? Anyway, whatever terrors it held, or more
likely didn’t hold, they were back on 42624 (27D) the next day, presumably keeping
more of an eye on that smoke! Our ex-L&Y power had been dealt a hefty blow with
five consecutive withdrawals in the ten months up to 3/6/61, leaving only three locos
at 26C itself. Currently, two of them, 52345 and 51408 saw some use during the week
in question on Bullfield Pilot and trips, and Halliwell Pilot respectively.
A daily (SX) balanced Blackpool loco, after working in with the 6.48am stopper from
Preston (on to Rochdale, then L/E 26C) found itself consistently used during the day
on Bolton turn 81. This entailed the 5MT or sometimes 6P working the 3.50pm
Bolton - Liverpool Exchange and return passenger duties to Rochdale before
servicing on 26C in readiness for the 11.22pm Bolton (Haslams Sdgs) - Blackpool
goods. This latter job appeared in the book only because our men took it off shed to
Haslams where Blackpool men relieved them. A six week survey straddling the week
in question shows Blackpool locos for 87% of the time and only one ‘Jubilee’.
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Above: Aspinall L&Y 0-6-0 3F No 52345 is pictured at rest inside her home shed of
26C Bolton, on an unrecorded day in February 1963.
Photograph: R K Blencowe Negative Archive
Fifteen WD 2-8-0s from quite local sheds plus West Yorkshire came and went during
the week, seeing mostly single day usage along with our own. ‘Austerities’. Springs
Branch 2-6-4Ts also had daily visits to 26C and were integrated with our own on local
passenger turns. 45663 (9H) was allotted to the 8.20pm Rose Hill - Moston goods on
the evening of the 24/7. In the afternoon I’d been knocking about during the school
holidays, probably at the shed, but 45663 ‘Jervis’ was the only loco to make it into
my diary, plus power for the two expresses I’d really gone to see.
Tuesday the 25th saw the Horwich specials, other continued foreigners at work, as
related, and the dispersal of Sunday’s now empty hopper wagons from Lostock Jcn.
To this end, 48501 (9F) worked to Chorley with 28 on, as the regular 26C ballast turn,
286, and 48659 (5B) powered a special to Pernmaenmawr (spelt correctly in the shed
book!), a conductor being provided from Llandudno Jcn. onward. In the evening,
Newton Heath’s 92017 made an interesting contrast to the previous night’s ‘Jub’ on
the Moston goods. This was before 26C acquired 92015/6/7 for a short time the
following year.
44007 (24G) made its exit on Wednesday morning, being taken in the right direction
at any rate, light to Hellifield, and the only BR5 to figure in the whole week, 73044
(9H), was also returned to base. Stoke’s 45375 worked the usual two Blackpool
engine turns that day, after which they conformed to 24E power.
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The Horwich - Morecambe excursion was dropped Thursday and Friday, so ‘Baroda’
and 42778 took the Blackpool (1T62) on respective days. 45700 ‘Amethyst’ (26A),
booked for unspecified special work on Thursday the 27th, was taken home light
instead due to the unavailability of a guard. Friday saw nine fresh non-Bolton locos
on that depot’s duties, including newly emerged 44449 (11B) which trialled till
August 12th, starting off with a Bullfield trip, then Bradshawgate banker. 45587
‘Baroda’ (5A) was reunited L/E with its home shed, having completed its four day
series of ‘adexes’. Birkenhead’s 42958, a fleeting visitor only, was dispatched to
Springs Branch and 42778 (5D) carried on with the Norwich - Blackpool special. Not
being required on 29/7, the ‘Crab’ was taken light to Patricroft.
So, how was Bolton affected by this peak summer Saturday? Not as much as for local
holidays, but some interesting features emerge from the book. 42654 (26C) was
rostered to pilot the seasonal SO morning Manchester – Glasgow, which went via
Hellifield, probably to that point, and a Coventry-Glasgow special, needed
conducting over the same route from Bolton. The implication that Newton Heath was
somewhat stretched stems from Bolton taking on some special work originally
directed at 26A. It involved five sets of men, mostly with relief’s to Blackpool
Central or Fleetwood, but no loco identity was specified, except for the probable final
duty of 42962’s (5B) trials. The mogul worked the SO 11.47am Bolton - Leeds
Central passenger. Ordinarily a 10.40am L/E ex-Newton Heath was provided for the
job. Our men worked only to Rochdale, then were redirected.
A late Saturday evening start to PW work, at Lostock Jcn. again, involved two local
WD 2-8-0s, by which point in time the week had come full circle; a week unique in
the history of the depot, just as was every single one.
Special thanks go to Mr. Jim Markland for identifying most of the turns featured in
this article from their numbers in the Enginemen’s Arrangement Book. During the
week described he fired three resident 2-6-4T’s, 42289, 42563 and 42655 on
passenger diagrams 100/101 to Manchester and back.
Below: A general view of Bolton mpd on 12/10/63 with WD 2-8-0 No 90367 and other
unidentified loco’s on shed awaiting their next duties.
Photograph: R K Blencowe Negative Archive
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters to the Editor are welcomed on any relevant SMF subject and should be sent to him at the
address shown on Page 2. The content should be kept brief and not more than 400 words, or
accept that some material may be omitted or condensed. Publication is at the discretion of the
Editor and is subject to Magazine space constraints. Only letters bearing a bona fide name and
address will be published.
Dear Richard,
Another excellent SMF News (No74), full of interest. Glad that Bachmann have filled their gap in
the LMS Moguls at last!
John Pearse, Bradford-on-Avon.
7th October 2013
Dear Richard,
Enclosed, counterfoils and cheque in respect of this years ‘Double Header’ raffle, including a
donation. Fingers crossed for a record grand total. Thanks as ever to you for running it. A great
selection of prizes. For once I am not including my apologies for the AGM, as for once, I hope to
attend and give my support in person to the committee! Best wishes,
Fraser Goulding, Walpole Highway.
11th October 2013
Dear Richard,
Please find enclosed cheque and enclosed raffle ticket stubs. I was musing on raising funds in general
and its so easy just to put things to one side and think I have plenty of time to do that, then all of a
sudden it needs sorting out quickly. I do not envy your role, you make it as easy as possible for the
membership but getting people to get on and do things is so difficult. I have similar problems in other
fields.
Anthony Mount, Tiverton.
21st October 2013
Dear Richard,
Herewith cheque for £20 for the SMF raffle. Once again congratulations on a first class September
Issue of SMF News (No 74). Surely it should be up for an award soon ?
Hope to see you at the AGM which I will try and make this year. Many thanks for all your dedicated
hard graft, I assure you it really is appreciated. Regards,
John Beauchamp, Marlborough.
8th September 2013
Dear Richard,
Once again a very fine magazine, interesting articles and excellent photographs, don’t change it !
Regarding your own article, I am sure we all support several preservation societies and many are
suffering cuts in income etc. However, I don’t understand how you can be a member of the society
and basically not want anything to do with it. Surely we can all support the raffle and send a small
annual donation. I’m only sorry that I’m not in a position to do more.
Anyway, please don’t stop pushing us, we need people with your passion and commitment to keep
the rest of us on our toes. Best wishes,
Ray & Hazel Flintoft, York.
16th September 2013
Dear Richard,
A few months ago, possibly two years ago, I wrote supporting you in relation to lack of support from
new members refusing / declining to join the ‘Lifetimes Commitment Subscription Scheme’ in
which I think it stated that it had been left to us old ones to join the scheme as well as all the other
schemes previously in order to provide funds for the upkeep of our beloved engine. I write again in
support of everything Richard has said and ask the question, “Why do people join any society if they
are not prepared to help with finances ?”
Reading this months mag (No 74), I was amazed to read about the member who stated that he was
not in, or supporting any of our fund raising channels and never would. Why then has this idiot
joined the society? As for the other member stating he gave to other organisations, well so do I, and
bully for him, but even as a pensioner I can find a couple of quid a month to donate to the fund.
So all you out there who don’t donate, put your hands in your pocket and give so that our loco can
go on giving pleasure for years to come to so many. Or do you want to see our loco fall into disrepair
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and see the likes of Steptoe and Son breaking it up and taking it away never to be seen again?
Yours sincerely,
Trevor Davenhill, Stoke on Trent.
9th September 2013
Dear Mr Greaves,
Your comments in editorial really made me realise just how much I have committed my life to
helping schools, the scouts and other charities. I did it to make a difference because I cared. I see
your point and have made a decision I should have made long ago, as you will see in this letter.
(Mr Doel very kindly enclosed a completed application form for the 42968 A Lifetime’s Commitment
subscription scheme – Ed.)
I run my own small business and at times I feel like giving in but my father’s stubbornness, which I
inherited, prevents me from doing so. I hate giving in and in the long term things do work out,
believe me it does.
If I had more time and money my life time passion for steam locomotives would consume my life
and I would be so happy. Unfortunately my wife does not share my thoughts. I would love to do so
much more but family and business commitments drown me and prevent me from further action.
I would heartedly support you and the Fund for the rest of my life and my hope is one day to be on
42968’s footplate and drive it. I have already driven two other locomotives in Kent.
Do not give in and do not give up, your supporters are here.
P. R. Doel, Folkestone.
1st October 2013
Dear Mr Greaves,
I enclose the £20 raffle money. Also I thought a book of stamps may come in handy. Many thanks
for your sterling (and thankless) work on our behalf.
Richard A Marriott, Sutton Coldfield.
1st October 2013
Dear Richard,
All your hard work is greatly appreciated, keep it up! Yours sincerely,
Dennis Duffey, Kingston-Upon-Thames.

1st October 2013

Dear Richard,
Many thanks for your kind letter about my supplies for the stand.
This got me wondering as to why I joined the SMF. Because I wanted to. I wrote a cheque for £5 on
6th July 1972 because I wanted to. (I still have the letter from D. J. Montgomery). The rewards are
seeing a classic steam engine RUN. I chose to take the Driving and Firing experience because I
wanted to. During this, I was watching Chris Proudfoot coupling up when the safety valve blew.
“Can you deal with that, David?” Could I! When the injector snapped the valve shut I WAS KING
OF THE WORLD.
Everything that a member does for the SMF is because they want to. The more you want to the
greater the enjoyment. Please support the “want to club” in any way you can. But please, leave me
a slot in the next Drive and Fire. Regards,
David Wright, Burnley.
14th October 2013
Dear Richard,
Just to say thanks for publishing some of my photos in yet another excellent SMF News (No 74)
which I really enjoyed reading.
Thanks also for your input with John Bowater, whereby I can visit Bridgnorth mpd at an agreed time
and build up a chronology of photographs of 2968’s restoration. I understand from John that work
will really be underway in earnest soon, and I look forward to the day when the ‘old gal’ is back
amongst the SVR’s working fleet.
Since I have been a member of the SMF, I have been mightily impressed by the professionalism of
everyone in the team, and the close knit relationship therein. Keep in touch,
John Oates, Shrewsbury.
26th September 2013
Dear Richard,
Many thanks for all you do to keep all this going! Much appreciated! Thanks once again and with
all good wishes,
Mike Kneen, Leominster.
10th September 2013
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COMPILED BY RICHARD GREAVES

TAIL LAMP:

DONATED GOODS: – Richard Greaves: My grateful thanks to the following members
and non–members who have donated goods to the sales stand during the last six months:David Wright of Burnley, Harry and Paula Sheffield of Kingswinford, Robert Baker of
Bath, Chris Haynes of Halesowen, John Wilcox of Lichfield, Rob Thomas of Solihull,
David Sztencel of Wakefield, Craig Crompton of Gloucester, Stephen Fairbrother of
Blackburn, Ken Lucas of London, Tim Major of Lowestoft, Roger Walker of Walsall,
Howard Wilkin of Earls Barton, Anthony Mount of Tiverton, Dave Busk of Bromsgrove,
Bill Maffey of Taunton, Gary Hadley of Stourbridge, Alan Skinner of Northampton,
Alan Dalton of Birmingham, Bob Walden of Wolverhampton, Mrs Spratt of
Birmingham, Alan Davies of Swansea, Maurice Hughes of Lowton St Mary, Brian Webb
of Shaftesbury, Jeff Rainbow of Newthorpe, Dr Bob Young of Beaumaris, Bob
Williamson of Studley, John Murphy of Welwyn Garden City, Alan Merry of Wisbech,
Norman Ashfield of Sutton Coldfield, Mr E Wathen of Malvern, Richard Jones of
Birmingham, Fraser Goulding of Walpole Highway, Bob Grant of Swansea, Colin
Richardson of Bognor Regis, Bill Crane of Northampton, Dave Beer of Birmingham,
Richard Van Gucci of Oxford, Clive Stockdale of Workington, Peter Field of
Stafford, Arthur Hewitt of Worksop, Ian Crickett of Saddleworth, Rob & Sheila
Kirman of Wolverhampton, Howard Mills of Liverpool and David Wright of Burnley.
Non-members, Chris Webster of Kidderminster, Frank Shepherd of Brixham, Chris
Broughton of Wraxall, David Williams of Lichfield, Linda Thacker of Bromsgrove,
Alan Moody of Bourneville, Ann and Kevin Robertshaw of Inkbarrow, Steve Bach of
Rednal, Julian Beck of Solihull and other members and non-members who brought
donated goods when visiting the Sales Stand at Kidderminster and other SMF events. My
apologies to any member that I have overlooked and, as always, if you drop me a line I
will ensure that you are credited in the next issue of SMF News.
My sincere thanks also go to the couriers who continue to queue up and volunteer for this
demanding and onerous task, seeking out the most obscure of addresses to ensure that the
donated goods are received safely at our storage and distribution centre! For this period I
am indebted to:- Dave Busk, Dave Beer, John Tidmarsh, Ian Marshall, Bob Grant,
Dick Lewis, Tony Winstanley, Bill Crane, Alan Skinner, Phil George, Jim Norman,
Bill Maffey, and I also include myself in this role, looking after the North West and North
Wales areas.
JIM NORMAN: The TV drama, ‘Dancing on the Edge’, which had 42968 in a starring
role, brought this from Patrick Hearn on the SVR Forum on 11 January:
“Golden Globes 2014: TV nomination for BEST TV MINI-SERIES OR TV MOVIE”
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/golden-globes/10563802/Golden-Globes-2014-TVnominations.html “No category for best steam-propelled locomotive. An SVR party at
Bewdley Station, 42968 and the sleeper should go to the awards anyway!” He later
admitted to having forgotten the teak set of LNER coaches!
RICHARD GREAVES: FORM 1 – PLEASE EXPLAIN:
In SMF News No 74 Page 33 ‘Copped At’ the lower picture depicts 42978 at
Mangotsfield. The caption reads:- “Train M903, thought to be from the North or Midlands
and working through to Bournemouth West via the S&D …… This is not so. The train
was in fact taking the Bristol line curve from Mangotsfield North Junc. and is, therefore,
now thought to be working to a West Country destination. 42978 would of course come
off the train in the Bristol area. I am indebted to Richard Strange for identifying the correct
location and direction of travel.

The Stanier Mogul Fund

-

Preserving Yesterdays Past …………...
…………….. For Tomorrows Future
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