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RICHARD GREAVES

Well, at last some positive news to grace the start of my Editorial for this issue of SMF
News No. 86.
Work by the SVR has now stepped up a gear or two on the Heavy General overhaul of
13268/2968/42968, whatever your preference may be. Mine has and always will be
42968 but I digress. We on the Committee of Management (CoM), together with those
of our invaluable volunteer workforce, who have strived and continue to strive away
in the workshop or who contribute to our finances by working on our Sales Stand, all
hope that 2020 will be the year that 42968 finally returns to traffic.
Our optimism is based upon similar predictions emanating from SVR engineering
management. Allowing for a percentage of slippage, your CoM is now looking to a
possible early September 2020 date for our eagerly awaited ‘Return to Steam’ special
train for members and their guests. I mention this so that you can ensure the first couple
of weeks in September 2020 are block booked in your diaries. Please understand
though that this is only provisional at this stage, however, by the time you receive our
next magazine in March 2020 the picture should be much clearer. Who knows, you
may also find a booking form inside!
Having introduced the ‘new faces’ on the CoM in the last magazine, Ian, Howard and
Dan have hit the rails running, and with their feet firmly under the table they are already
contributing enthusiastically at CoM meetings. Given their enthusiasm to develop their
respective talents, the time is now right to begin handing role responsibilities over to
them. Ian has already written an article on the future strategy of the SMF and which
appears in this issue of SMF News on Page 34. Dan is actively involved on the
engineering side with John Bowater, with the objective of moving into John’s position
on completion of this current Heavy General overhaul. It is logical therefore that he
now assumes the title of Assistant Engineering Manager.
Moving now to Howard, and during the last few months much has happened to shape
his future role as Operations and Events Manager, which incorporates the running of
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SMF Special Trains, of which there will be quite a number coming up in the next few
years, and in quick succession.
John T has relinquished his role of many years managing the immensely popular SMF
Drive and Fire annual event to Howard, who will now be responsible for the future
management of these events. John, supported by others both on and off the CoM, has
done a splendid job of running these events, and I am sure that all those who have
participated in them will join me in thanking him for his excellent work which has
given so much pleasure and enjoyment to Fund members over many years. Howard
will continue to enjoy the support of those previously involved in the running of these
trains, and I am sure that you will join me in wishing him well in his new role.
It is interesting to note that if you include John T in the count, there were nine SMF
members, of which four were CoM members, all actively involved in the running of
this year’s event. Well done to all of you.
Continuing on that theme, after the running of the Return to Steam special train, of
which I will enjoy the close support of Howard, I too will be stepping down from a
role that I first took on back in 1991: that of SMF Special Trains Manager. Following
a meeting between Howard and myself in early June and with the agreement of your
CoM, Howard will take the lead role in planning and managing all future SMF Special
Trains, of which there will be many in the coming few years. These will include the
Spirit of 2040 trains and a number of upcoming SMF anniversaries to celebrate. I
understand that James and Dan will provide close support to Howard, which I am sure
he will appreciate.
All of these changes are of course in line with your CoM’s long-term plan to
futureproof the SMF by encouraging and developing a deep-rooted interest in our Fund
and 42968 in the next generation, and nurturing the enthusiasm and talent at CoM level
to those that show the required level of interest. Our intended aim is to ensure that not
only does the Fund continue to have a working steam locomotive in the years ahead,
but that it has a responsible, dedicated, enthusiastic, dynamic and talented CoM to
deliver the long term commitment of a working future and, above all, safe custody of
our engine, 42968, whose responsibility we took on nearly 50 years ago. We should
all wish them well and give them our full support. I have no doubt that you will learn
much more on this subject in the future.
Mention of 50 years on leads me to say that, with this being our Southern Region
House Colour edition, I have taken the opportunity (liberty even?) to include a short
pictorial tribute to the Southern Region EMU scene of that era, just to please you EMU
enthusiasts! Well, they did have a charm of their own - the EMU’s I mean, not the
enthusiasts. I am indebted to Ian Marshall for his kind permission to use his late father’s
images in this feature.
Finally in our ‘Copped At’ series on Pages 66/67 we visit South Lancashire and at
Southport we are both surprised and delighted to find our very own No. 42968.
Although we do not ‘cop’ any of the final three members of our elusive class of engines
during our trip around this area, it is still a pleasure to come across other members of
the class at work or rest, even though we have noted them before. In the next issue we
will visit Wigan, including the town’s Springs Branch shed, which was home to the
last three surviving members of the class.
In closing, I hope that you enjoy this issue of SMF News, into which a lot of time and
energy has been devoted by myself and a small but invaluable group of people to bring
it to your doorstep. But whether you do or do not it is always pleasing to hear your
views, so please do keep your letters and e-mails coming in to ‘Letters to the Editor’.
Thank you for reading this issue of SMF News, and for your continued interest and
support in the SMF and 42968.
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SECRETARY’S REPORT:

IAN MARSHALL

Another six months have flown by and Richard’s deadline for articles for SMF News
No. 86 is fast approaching, so I’d better get to it!
Although John Bowater will cover the overhaul progress in greater detail in his report
I must first mention that as part of our last Committee meeting, which was held at
Bridgnorth in May, we were able to view the various parts of our locomotive in the
works and boiler shop there. It was pleasing to see virtually everything in place to get
her back together within the (then) following twelve months or so, and into service
during 2020.
Next, just in case for any reason you don’t read my separate article on this year’s Grand
Draw, please find the raffle tickets enclosed with this News, put your name on (at least
some of) the stubs and return them using the freepost envelope with your remittance.
You can of course sell some to friends and neighbours as well! (If you have previously
requested not to receive raffle tickets but would now like some to buy or sell, or would
like additional books, please contact me.)
At the last moment circumstances at home meant I wasn’t able to attend the January
Committee meeting, so I have picked a few of the ‘highlights’ from the minutes.
Progress with our locomotive’s overhaul was covered at length. Work was progressing
on the boiler and after a lull when resources had been diverted to a final push to get
75069 finished work had recommenced on the frames. Publicity was discussed, with
the website continuing to be updated regularly and thus is the best source of up to date
information on the overhaul.
In May, as mentioned above, we met at Bridgnorth and were able to view progress on
13268’s overhaul – all very encouraging, and Neil Taylor (SVR Works Manager) joined
us for part of the meeting, confirming progress was good on both the frames and boiler
with the two expected to be reunited around November. The target for our engine to
be operational is April 2020 but please remember, it is only a target date. Richard
reported another good year’s trading by the Sales Stand, with thanks recorded for the
small team that give their time to run it. Further activity on the SVR’s locomotive
agreement was reported, with a meeting called by the SVR for the following weekend.
It was anticipated that dates for a ‘Return to Steam’ special would be pencilled in
during 2020 now that an early 2020 return to service was looking likely, with ‘Spirit
of 2040’ specials to follow in 2021.
With this News is the usual booklet containing the minutes of the 2018 AGM, formal
notice of this year’s AGM on Saturday 2nd November at Kidderminster - in the upstairs
library of the museum starting at 14.00 hours / 2pm - and the accounts for the year to
31st March 2019. I hope to see as many of you there as possible. The date is slightly
later than usual due to room and / or key Committee member availability. You can be
assured of getting the very latest on the overhaul progress, possibly even a projected
return to steam date!
In the last SMF News (Page 6) I explained the Committee’s thinking on our
locomotive’s livery both during the next ten year running period (2020 – 2030) and
the subsequent period (2034 – 2044), which will include celebrating the 100th
anniversary of construction at Crewe in January 1934. At the time of writing (beginning
of July) I have not received any comment for or against the proposals, so anticipate
that the Committee will confirm a change to the British Railways mixed traffic livery
as 42968 with the early ‘cycling lion’ style emblem around 2025 at the time of a midticket interim overhaul, and then to re-emerge in 2034 in the original LMS livery as
13268.
5
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Finally, with fingers now firmly crossed that the projections for completion of our
locomotive’s overhaul and return to steam are achieved, please ‘Get aboard’ by
purchasing / selling raffle tickets and / or attending the AGM on 2 November and ‘Be
a part of it’.

Left: SMF 2018 AGM scenes
taken in the KRM Library
Room prior to the start of the
meeting. Your CoM members
L-R: Richard Greaves, James
Cooper, Ian Marshall, Jim
Norman, John Bowater, John
Tidmarsh and Dan Jones
27/10/18.
Photograph: John Oates

Right: Members attending the
forty-second SMF AGM held
on 27/10/18 in the KRM
Library Room eagerly await
the start of business. Last
minute arrivals quickly filled
the front row of seats.
Photograph: John Oates

Front Cover: With a clear exhaust, 42968 makes steady progress towards Knowlesands
Tunnel on the southbound climb to Eardington summit on 1/5/12 with the 2pm SVR
service from Bridgnorth to Kidderminster Town.
Photograph: John Oates
Back Cover: What a wonderful atmospheric photograph that captures the steam
railway after dark in all its mystic magic. You can almost smell the steam and oil and
hear the sounds associated with a steam engine. 42968 waits impatiently for the road
north with a Down Kidderminster Town to Bridgnorth train during the SVR Autumn
Steam Gala on 22/09/08.
Photograph: Jon Bowcott
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MEMBERS’ NOTICE BOARD
1:

REPLY PAID ENVELOPES (RPEs):
Posted by Richard Greaves
Will members please note that the enclosed Reply Paid Envelope (RPE)
has changed and is now addressed to Ian Marshall at his address as
shown on Page 2. Any RPEs that you may still hold addressed to Richard
Greaves SHOULD NOW BE DESTROYED.
ALL SMF correspondence, INCLUDING RAFFLE TICKET
RETURNS, should now be sent in the enclosed RPE to Ian who will
distribute correspondence intended for any other CoM member as
appropriate. Thank you for your co-operation.

2:

ADVANCE NOTICE OF 2019 AGM:
Posted by Richard Greaves
This year’s AGM will be held at our usual venue of Kidderminster
Railway Museum in the First Floor Library Room commencing at 2pm.
Please note in your diaries the slightly later date of 2nd November 2019.

3:

DISTRIBUTION OF SMF SPIRIT OF 2040 CERTIFICATES:
Posted by Richard Greaves
Those SMF members who contributed to the SMF Spirit of 2040
Subscription Scheme should have
received
their
personalised
certificates which were posted to them by Royal Mail First Class
Recorded Delivery during mid June. If any member who subscribed to
this subscription scheme has not yet received their certificate would they
please advise Richard Greaves immediately using any of the contact
details shown on Page 2.

4:

MEMBERS E-MAIL ADDRESSES:
Posted by John Tidmarsh
Not too long ago, I used to send out irregular ‘E-mail Updates’ giving
members news about what was happening in the world of ‘OUR
ENGINE’. Thanks to the excellent work done by James and Peter, the
role of keeping members up to date has now been taken over by our
hugely improved web site.
It is not impossible, however, that future significant events (perhaps her
first movement under her own power after overhaul!!) will encourage
another e-mail to drop into inboxes around the country. Even without
‘E-mail Updates’, however, e-mail does provide a very quick and cost
effective method of contacting members, both with important news and
also about membership matters.
So, have we got your e-mail address? If not, then perhaps you could let
us have it so that we have this method of keeping you in touch. Simply
send an e-mail to me at:john.tidmarsh@dsl.pipex.com containing your name and post-code.
It goes without saying that, in line with our Data Protection Policy, this
type of information will never be divulged to anyone else and only used
for internal SMF communications.
7
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ENGINEERING MANAGER’S REPORT:

JOHN BOWATER

OUR ENGINE:
When I wrote my January report I was hopeful that our engine would now be sitting on
her wheels, but due to unforeseen circumstances beyond our control this has so far not
happened. However, as I write this report work is in progress grinding the axlebox horn
guides, and when this work is complete we will be able to move on to the re-wheeling
process.
Other work has been continuing at a pace on 13268: the cab sides are now fully riveted
as far as we can go before the boiler and cab roof are fitted. John Ashton has completed
a new wooden cab floor, which is now stored ready for fitting at a later date. Work is
progressing in the fitting of the new injectors and the associated pipework. The front truck
is also now fully rebuilt and indeed re-wheeled ready for installation. Also the new valve
chest liners have been fitted and the piston valves installed.
Turning to the boiler, work has proceeded at a good pace. The welded repair to the bottom
of the front wrapper plate is well advanced, the foundation ring repair is now complete
and the repair to the lower front of the throat plate is well on the way with new stays
fitted.
Work is also proceeding on the repair of the inner door plate and the replacement door
outer plate has been trial fitted,
Returning to the injectors, as part of our continued policy to make 13268 more suitable
for the work she now carries out on the SVR, she will be fitted with two live steam
Western Type II injectors; these are considerably more reliable and deliver water faster
than the original Midland type injectors. Indeed, she has been running for a number of
years with one Western type and one Midland type live steam injector. The original
exhaust steam injector has never been fitted in preservation, as the speeds we run at on
the SVR make it totally unusable.
LOCOMOTIVE UPDATE: (July 5th 2019)
As I wrote this report the horn guide grinding was in progress at Bridgnorth, and I can
now report that this process is complete and that we can now move on to re-wheeling
our locomotive. I now feel reasonably confident that by the time you receive this report
the locomotive will be wheeled.
This will mean we can then move on to the final fitting out of the chassis ready to accept
the boiler.
We continue to meet every Thursday at Bridgnorth and any extra help will, as always, be
welcome and, as I have said so many times before, the only essential skill is the
willingness to get stuck in and work.
I would like once again to thank the members of the Thursday Bridgnorth working party
and all other members and SVR volunteers and full time staff for their continued support.
If you are interested in joining us please contact me on the following number.
My contact No. is 01384 278075
(Please leave a message if your call goes to answer machine)

GET ON BOARD
TODAY
A LIFETIME’S
COMMITMENT

–

42968
Preserving Yesterdays Past ………………..
….………………. For Tomorrows Future
8
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OVERHAUL - THE SAGA CONTINUES:

JIM NORMAN

FRAMES
Left: The reverser was
removed and dismantled by the
Fund’s working party, but it
was the SVR staff who made
new bushes to remove the play
in the various components;
otherwise, it required no new
parts. The SVR then assembled
it on the bench, to which it is
firmly clamped, a process here
only partly finished on 21st
February 2019.
Photograph: Jim Norman

Right: The Fund then took
over to refit it to the engine. In
view of the sheer weight, this
involved again dismantling it,
moving all the parts on to the
footplate, and reassembling it
again as access by the fork lift
truck was not possible. This
was achieved on 11th April,
but it is seen here on 3nd May
when painting had been
completed.
Photograph: Jim Norman

Left: The damper control gear
has also been reassembled,
refitted and checked to ensure
that all works freely. On 2nd
February 2019, not all the
painting was finished.
Photograph: Jim Norman

9
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Left: Still in the cab, the
engine is being treated to a
new set of floorboards, with the
Fund’s John Ashton cutting
them to size, and they are seen
on 2nd May 2019. Some
complex shapes were required
to clear various pipes and
fittings. With the jigsaw puzzle
complete, they were marked
for position, taken up again
and John took them home to
treat them several coats of
preservative.
Photograph: Jim Norman

Right: In the same area, the
fall plates to the tender are
being replaced: 80 years of
enginemen’s boots have worn
away the checked pattern
needed to allow grip. Brian
was working on one of these on
21st February 2019. The old
one worn smooth can be
compared with its replacement
behind.
Photograph: Jim Norman

Left: The hinges too are being
replaced, all made by Brian of
the full time staff. The bolts
will be replaced by permanent
fastenings now all necessary
adjustments have been made.
Again, these were only
temporarily attached on 2nd
May.
Photograph: Jim Norman
10
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Left: When the cab was
dismantled, it was found that
the handrails could not be
separated from the beading at
their upper ends, and the use of
a hacksaw was needed. With
the cab back together, the
beading had to be welded
together again. Brian was
again the man to do the work
involved, the results seen on
2nd May. The welds were then
ground smooth as nature
intended.
Photograph: Jim Norman

Right: These sad and rusty
items are the slides for the
firehole doors, and were
considered too worn to be
refitted. Behind them is a new
replacement, part way through
the machining process to give
the finished product.
Photograph: Robin Spain

Left: The lower replacement
slide in the machine shop
receives the attention of the
milling and drilling machines,
4th July 2019. The flap, also
new, to restrict the entry of
secondary air is bolted in
place.
Photograph: John Bowater
11
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Left: A major item of reassembly
was the insertion of both sides’
piston valves during June 2019.
This shows the right hand rear
cover in place, complete with the
valve spindle crosshead.
Photograph: Robin Spain

Right: The front covers are
also fitted, but the spindle
cover has yet to be painted
before being attached. Its
absence shows the new brass
spindle guide, machined to
size in the Works.
Photograph: Robin Spain

Left: Although the cylinders have
been rebored, the boring bar could
not reach all the way to the back
while the rear covers were in
place, left there deliberately to
save the bother of realigning the
piston rod bushing. This left a
small ridge which had to be
removed, lest it was struck by and
caused damage to the piston rings.
Graham Bennett, the SVR team
leader, took charge of this using the
pneumatic grinder shown here on
2nd May 2019. The bars across the
valve chest are alignment tools for
inserting the valve liners.
Photograph: Jim Norman
12
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Left: The cylinder drain taps
have been refitted and the
linkage is complete from the
cab lever to below the
cylinders. They will need to be
removed again to fit sized
copper washers between the
taps and cylinder face, and
part of the linkage must come
off when the pony truck is put
back.
Photograph: Jim Norman

Right: Another major piece of
the jigsaw is the pony truck,
completely assembled, painted
and ready to go back below the
loco when the time comes.
Photograph: Jim Norman
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Left: The refitting of the cab
running steps involved lowering
the jacking beam to allow
access, so they will need to be
removed again when the time
comes to lower the engine back
on its wheels. The original
mountings for the steps were
lost during the replacement of
the wasted steel of the trailing
frames and dragbox, so all had
to be measured up, marked out
and mounting holes drilled into
the new replacement steel.
Photographed 11th May 2019.
Photograph: Jim Norman
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Left: 13268 is to be treated to
two new injectors, the rough
castings for which were
photographed
on
21st
February 2019. They are both
GWR pattern. The reason for
this change is that GWR
injectors could be relied on the
work, which was not the case
with LMS ones. The engine
had previously run with one of
these on the fireman’s side in
preservation; it was of course
an exhaust injector in LMS and
BR days.
Photograph: Jim Norman

Right: Needless to say, the
fireman’s side was fairly easily
plumbed in once the correct
pieces of pipe had been
identified, but on the other side
completely new mountings and
pipework was the order of the
day. This new bracket is in the
machine shop where a two inch
diameter hole is being drilled.
Photograph: Robin Spain
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Left: Brian has changed skills
and been heavily involved in
pipe bending. Since the radii
are often small and the pipes
are four inches diameter, a lot
of skill is called for to align
everything. This shows a part
of the injector body behind the
step, then the pipe to bring
water into it. The water enters
the front of the injector and is
expelled from the back, thus
turning 360 degrees on its way
to the boiler.
Photograph: Jim Norman
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Left: Another view of the
left hand injector but from
the front, showing the
complication the flow direction
creates. Another issue is that
the water valve, which was
built into the LMS injectors, is
a separate item with the GWR
type and this is partly visible
behind the screw jack. More
ingenuity will be needed to
work out a control linkage.
Photograph: Jim Norman

Right: Still on the subject of
pipework, the working party
has been assembling bits and
pieces on the engine to
establish what goes where.
This is the view below the right
hand running plate on 20th
June 2019, and shows the
water delivery pipe to the top
feed, and outside of it the
steam heat pipe to the front
end. The engine did not have
this in LMS or BR days and is
a SVR fitment. There are many
other pieces to be figured out!
Photograph: Jim Norman
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Left: A similar view of the
driver’s side, also on 20th
June. The rod operates the
cylinder taps; the large lower
pipe is the water delivery pipe
to the top feed, the burnt paint
showing where heat was
needed to bend it to meet the
new injector; and just visible is
the ‘T’ piece below the ejector
pipe, from where vacuum is
delivered to the front and
trailing ends.
Photograph: Jim Norman
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Left: The chimney is awaiting its first
coats of paint. When the working party
was removing it, the ejector exhaust ring
was found to be seized on solid, but it
was possible - with a lot of care - to
remove the chimney with it still attached.
Once removed, the SVR decided that its
condition warranted replacement. The
silver piece is the new ejector ring with
a new petticoat above it.
Photograph: John Bowater

Right: It is essential for a
good and reliably running
engine to have correct
alignment of the cylinders and
driving axle, and the correct
spacing of all coupled axles.
Great care is being taken to
ensure this. On 19th May 2019
the alignment gear was
positioned in the right hand
cylinder . . .
Photograph: Jim Norman

Left: . . . to match up to its
counterpart in the driving axle
horn. This was especially
critical to counter any slight
distortions which might have
been incurred during welding
in the frame replacement
around the driving horn gap.
Photograph: Jim Norman
16
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Left: With alignment assured, the job of
grinding the horn gaps could begin. The
original plan was for Graham to
undertake this long and, frankly, boring
job in the traditional way with a handheld grinder. A grinding machine was
sourced from the Kent & East Sussex
Railway, and while this had potential it
would need considerable modification
and setting up. The Fund’s Dan Jones
found contractors who would do the job
quickly - but at a cost. This was put to Neil
Taylor, and possibly against expectations
was accepted. Here we see the
contractors and their machine at work on
29th June 2019.
Photograph: John Bowater

Right: One of the contractors using an
inside micrometer to measure the exact
horn gap distance.
Photograph: John Bowater

Left: A completed horn gap, giving a true
surface both in the vertical and transverse
planes, and parallel to its twin. The white
markings are reference points during the
measuring and grinding operations.
Once done and all dimensions known, the
axleboxes can be white metalled and
machined to size, fitted to the axle
journals and the engine lowered on to its
wheels. The maximum variation across a
face is no more than two thousandths of
an inch.
Photograph: John Bowater
17
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BOILER
Left: Much of the work on the
boiler has been concentrated on the
inner firebox, both the backplate
and sides where they join, to build
the copper back up to original
thickness. Contrary to what was
reported in March, it has now been
decided to retain the original inner
backplate: the stresses involved in
shaping the firehole door can lead
to very overstretched - and thin plating. Here the original stands
ready for attention. By 11th April
2019 the upper flange had been
replaced and is devoid of rivet
holes.
Photograph: Jim Norman

Right: The attention being given
on 11th April 2019. A new section
of the flange has been welded in
and Dave Howell, one of the
boilersmiths, chips away the
excess with a pneumatic chisel.
Photograph: Jim Norman

Left: Copper welding underway
on the rear of the left hand inner
wrapper sheet, 23rd May 2019.
Photograph: Jim Norman
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Left: The edge of the inner
crown sheet being built up with
a strip of copper to be welded
in. The sheet is supported by
wedges during the welding
process to avoid distortion.
2nd May 2019.
Photograph: Jim Norman

Right: The upper rear left
corner has had a small section
cut out and new metal was
being welded in in June 2019.
Photograph: Robin Spain

Left: Last issue showed that
the lower throatplate had been
removed. Here it is on 21st
February 2019 sitting atop its
replacement, waiting to be put
in.
Photograph: Jim Norman

19

Newsletter No. 86 Final_Layout 1 09/08/2019 11:11 Page 20

Left: By 21st March the new
steel was fitted and welded in
place, drilled and awaiting the
stays to bind it to the inner
firebox.
Photograph: Jim Norman

Right: The view of the inner
lower throatplate on 2nd May
2019. All stays in the lower
part had to be scrapped due to
the fitment of new steel to that
section of the outer firebox,
seen above. Here we see the
resultant holes from the inside.
Photograph: Jim Norman

Left: By 4th July 2019 new stays had
been fitted. The protruding threads are
seen here. Depending on their location,
stays are either nutted or beaded over
like a rivet.
Photograph: Robin Spain
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Left: Once the inner backplate is complete and
fixed back in place, work can turn to the outer
backplate, or lower two-thirds of it. It was long
decided to replace this and the new section is in
the works. It has been tried in position and
judged to fit perfectly, always good news! This
was it awaiting its turn on 21st February 2019,
with the rivet holes to attach it to the shell
already drilled.
Photograph: Robin Spain

Right: And where it will go. This
view on 2nd May 2019 shows
where the original was cut from the
upper section, bottom of photo,
with the cut line showing as clean
steel. Beyond it is the inner crown
sheet with its thickening strip in
position, but not yet welded.
Photograph: Jim Norman

Below: The more observant will have realised that there has been a big change, and
that is that the boiler is now lying on its left hand side. This is to facilitate welding
that side of the inner firebox.
Attempts to lift the boiler,
though, resulted in its tilting
heavily to the rear. The idea of
temporarily
refitting
the
smokebox as a counterweight
failed when the smokebox was
found to be buried under a pile
of scrap! Not to be beaten, that
from 4930 Hagley Hall was
substituted - upside down giving the rather strange
spectacle seen on 23rd May
2019.
Photograph: Jim Norman
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Left: This is manhole in the
boiler’s top where the top feed
is mounted. Visible below are
longitudinal stays, which in
this boiler run from the
smokebox tubeplate to the
firebox back plate. The stud
holes have been retapped and
work started on grinding flush
the mating surface to the top
feed housing.
Photograph: John Bowater

Right: The boiler’s being on its
side allowed your Archivist to
examine the mounting pad for
the safety valves. This will
form a future Archive Report,
but basically, we were told that
this was welded to the firebox
top rather than riveted,
indicating it to be one of the
first ten boilers with the safety
valves in the top feed. Fourteen
of what appear to be
countersunk rivets were
counted, or are they setscrews?
Photograph: Jim Norman

Left:
Further
evidence,
perhaps? The top feed housing
with two large and plugged
holes in the centre where safety
valves were mounted. This
view is dated 23rd May 2019.
Photograph: Jim Norman
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ARCHIVE REPORT:JIM NORMAN
SPRINGS BRANCH SHED AND THE STANIER 2-6-0s –
(Continued from Crompton’s Sidings, SMF News No 61 – March 2008).
Springs Branch was Wigan’s ex-LNWR engine shed and one of three in the town, the
L&YR had its own shed at Prescot Street and the Great Central at Lower Ince. The Stanier
2-6-0s would become associated with Springs Branch and several ended their BR service
days there, including 2968, this being their final allocation and from where they were
withdrawn. To commemorate this our engine carried throughout her second boiler ticket
an 8F shed plate, something that did not go unnoticed among the railway fraternity in
Wigan. The truth is less straight-forward than this, however, as is the issue of their
allocations throughout their thirty year lives.
When introduced from October 1933, the class followed on from the Horwich Crabs, and
were expected to do the same duties in the same areas. Consequently, they were initially
allocated to all four LMS Districts: Western (ex-LNWR); Central (ex-L&YR); Midland;
and Northern (Scotland). Within a few years this policy changed and all were moved to the
Western Division, although largely spread out along it. At the end of the Second World War
and up to withdrawal, only a few sheds hosted the class, these being in the Birmingham /
Wolverhampton area: Aston, Bescot, and Bushbury; Mold Junction (on the outskirts of
Chester) and Birkenhead. Towards the end, many found a home at Nuneaton and Oxley
(ex-GWR) before withdrawing to the North West at Gorton (ex-GCR), Heaton Mersey (exMidland) and Springs Branch. And so the story runs.
Life however is never that simple, and right to the end these engines found homes at many
other sheds, both in the LMR Western Division and outside it. Below is a list of the unusual
sheds, the usual suspects have not been included, nor with the exception of Springs Branch
(underlined) are pre-war allocations, and it can be seen that even at the later stages sheds
as far apart as Willesden and Kingmoor (ex-Caledonian) gave them shelter.
Among the non-Western Division sheds are Agecroft, Aintree, Bolton, and Newton Heath,
ex-L&YR; Brunswick, ex-CLC; and Stoke, ex-North Staffs. Unusual ex-LNWR sheds
were Bangor, Chester LMS, Edge Hill, Llandudno Jct., Longsight, Preston, Rugby, and
Speke Jct.
Which brings us back to Springs Branch. Over time a total of thirteen engines found a home
there, one of them both prior to and after the war. It was not a natural abode for the class:
Springs Branch was in the middle of the South Lancashire coal fields and mineral engines
were what was needed to deal with much of its traffic. The Crabs of both Horwich and
Stanier types were capable of working these, the Ayrshire coalfield certainly proves the
point with the former, but eight-coupled locos were better and Springs Branch was home
to many Super Ds, while Prescot Street housed the L&YR Coal Engines. Even so, four of
the class roosted there prior to WWII, but they had gone by July 1938, the class not
returning until 25 years later in December 1963. Of these, seven ended their lives there; by
comparison half the class completed their existence at Heaton Mersey. The shed closed to
steam on 4th December 1967 but continued variously as a diesel depot, signing-on point,
loco dismantling facility, permanent way depot and several other uses. Three times in
1996/97 in her main line career as a preserved loco, 2968 passed this, her former home,
then still open and in use. Its fortunes, though, waxed and waned.
But fortunes change and Springs Branch is currently once more on the rise - to again
become a Motive Power Depot: a maintenance depot for Network Rail to care for 24 electric
and eight diesel train sets. Part of this takes in the former Wigan - Manchester branch from
Manchester Lines Junction, from where steam locos once accessed the shed, and the curve
to the Springs Branch itself, where many locos, some condemned and including 2968, were
temporarily stored (see also SMF News No’s. 65 - March 2009 and 66 - September 2009).
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Left: On an unknown
date in 1961 the last
of the class, Crewe
South’s 2984, passes
Crompton’s Sidings
signal box, out of shot
to the right, as it
moves forward on to
Springs Branch shed
via the usual way in
and out. This location
is only about a
hundred yards from
the junction with the
WCML. The spur
going through the
gate at the rear of
the tender was a
mineral line, soon to
be abandoned. The
overbridge in the
background carried part of the Whelley line between Fir Tree House and Amberswood
West Junctions. The Wigan – Manchester branch itself would pass through Tyldesley
to reach the historic Liverpool & Manchester Railway tracks at Eccles Junction.
Photograph: John Burgess

Left: On 28th June
2019
the
same
scene was barely
recognisable although
the curvature and
rising gradient are
still apparent. The
new
track
is
encouraging, but the
use of a scissors
crossing, apparently
hand worked, seems
strange in this day
and age.
Photograph:
Jim Norman
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Right: The curve
northwest of the
shed and bounding
the Springs Branch
proper was used as
an overflow for the
shed, and a good
variety of locos is
seen here, including
a Horwich Crab,
Class 4 2-6-4T, WD
2-8-0, two Stanier
Crabs, probably
2947 and 2951,
both still in traffic
at Gorton, and 5XP
5681, previously
named ‘Aboukir’
and
withdrawn
week ending 19/9/64. She was a Blackpool engine at the time, but was on her final
journey to Central Wagon at Ince, higher along the Springs Branch, where she was
seen on 5/3/65. The roof of Springs Branch No. 2 signal box is barely discernible in
the gloom of a winter’s day in either December 1964 or January 1965.
Photograph: Steve Leyland
Right: Also on 28th
June 2019, work
continues within the
curve on the new
servicing bays. The
WCML is now
hidden by trees, but
the 65 lever No. 2
box is long gone,
having closed on
1st October 1972.
The A573 bridge,
from which these
two shots were
taken and is seen
from the trackside
in SMF News No 56
September 2004,
was infilled many
years
ago
to
strengthen it, so
extension beyond
this point is not an
option.
Photograph: Jim Norman
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Allocations
2945
2946
2947
2948
2949
2950
2951
2952
2953
2954
2955
2956
2957
2958
2959
2960
2961
2962
2963
2964
2965
2966
2967
2968
2969
2970
2971
2972
2973
2974
2975
2976
2977
2978
2979
2980
2981
2982
2983
2984

Preston 23/4/60
Speke Jct 17/11/45 and 20/7/46; Edge Hill 22/6/46; Oxley 4/65
Rugby 11/63
Springs Branch 14/12/63; (Heaton Mersey 5/65)
Speke Jct 6/3/48; Brunswick 8/7/50; Stoke 24/11/62
Rugby 16/1/60; Chester 10/6/61
Rugby 16/1/60
Springs Branch 13/7/35; Stoke 24/11/62; Agecroft 9/11/63; Aintree 23/11/63;
Springs Branch 7/64
Rugby 6/1/60; Stoke 24/11/62; Kingmoor 16/11/63; Springs Branch 7/64
Bangor (loan) 2/2/46; Llandudno Jct 28/6/47; Springs Branch 8/64
Edge Hill 22/6/46; Rugby 31/12/60
Stoke 26/1/60 and 22/1/62; Aintree 9/11/63; Springs Branch 7/64
Bletchley 13/12/47; Oxley 4/65
Speke Jct. (loan) 9/3/46; Edge Hill 11/5/46; Rugby 9/11/63
Stoke 24/11/62; Springs Branch 21/12/63
Longsight 30/1/51; Preston 9/9/61; Agecroft 9/11/63; Aintree 2/11/63; Springs
Branch 7/64; (Heaton Mersey 5/65)
Stoke 14/11/62; Bolton 9/11/63; Aintree 23/11/63; Springs Branch 7/64; (Heaton
Mersey 5/65)
Speke Jct. 11/12/48
Newton Heath (loan) 27/6/59; Stoke 24/11/62; Springs Branch 5/64
Speke Jct. 15/1/49; Speke Jct 8/1/55
Llandudno Jct 5/6/48; Speke Jct. 17/7/48 and 12/1/52; Preston 23/4/60; Stoke
22/12/62
This was the only member of the class that, post war, did not stray away from sheds
where the class could normally be found.
Chester 10/6/61
Springs Branch 5/64 and 12/65
Rugby 9/11/63
Newton Heath (loan) 4/7/59
Llandudno Jct. 12/10/46; Speke Jct. 1/10/49; Chester 10/6/61
Speke Jct. 27/10/45 and 20/7/46; Edge Hill 22/6/46; Stoke 24/11/62
Speke Jct. 15/1/49
Springs Branch 13/11/37; Speke Jct. 17/11/45
Willesden 10/5/58; Stockport Edgeley 17/9/60; Rugby 31/12/60
Llandudno Jct. 14/7/45; Speke Jct. 13/9/47; Preston 23/4/60
Speke Jct. 27/11/48; Rugby 3/12/60; Stoke 15/12/62; Springs Branch 14/12/63;
(Heaton Mersey 5/66)
Speke Jct. 27/10/45; Longsight 19/11/49; Rugby 3/12/60
Springs Branch 13/11/37; Speke Jct 12/10/48; Longsight 19/11/49; Stockport
Edgeley 17/9/60
Stoke 24/11/62 and 22/6/63
Rugby 9/11/63
Speke Jct. 4/12/48; Chester 10/8/61
Oxley 4/65
Springs Branch 2/7/38; Llandudno Jct 25/6/49
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THE 2019 GRAND DRAW:

IAN MARSHALL

My second year as SMF raffle promoter! Enclosed with this edition of the SMF News
you will find a book of raffle tickets; prices and prizes follow the same format as recent
years. Please remember that each book contains twelve tickets giving each full book
a total value of £24.
You may recall that in SMF News No. 85 in my report on the 2018 raffle I asked for
any comments or suggestions regarding the prizes. I am grateful to Howard Mills, a
long-term supporter of the Fund and Sales Stand goods donor, who took the time to
respond, saying that he was happy with the format and prizes. I’d like to be able to say
that Howard’s view was supported by several others, but his was the only response!
So how do I appeal to those members of the Fund who did not buy (or sell) any raffle
tickets last year? Are they even reading this article (or any other part of the News)? To
prevent a further drop in income from the raffle, it is those that did not return at least
some sold tickets last year that I need to reach, but how?
At £2 a ticket the price my seem high, but for example, you would have to pay a lot
more for just one first class full line SVR return ticket and two of these are offered for
each of the ten ‘consolation’ prizes. If you were lucky enough to win the first prize
then you have increased your investment (on the one ticket) one hundred times!
The 168 Fund members who supported the raffle last year will, I hope, do the same
this year, but I’d like to increase that number to 200, even if the additional 32 buy only
a few (or even one) of the 12 tickets in the enclosed book, so if you are indeed reading
this and haven’t bought (or sold) tickets in recent years, please do so this year.
I hope you will sell tickets to family and friends as well as purchasing some for
yourself, then make use of the replied paid ‘freepost’ envelope to return the counterfoils
and remittance (cheques payable to ‘Stanier Mogul Fund’ please) to me. If you would
like more tickets to sell please let me know.
The profit made from the raffle each year goes towards keeping our engine active
(subject to overhaul and other maintenance, of course) and available for everyone’s
enjoyment, so if you sell or purchase raffle tickets you have the added satisfaction
when seeing our engine at the head of a train (next year?) of being able to say, ‘I
helped get that engine there.’
‘Be a part of it’.

GET ON BOARD
TODAY
42968
A LIFETIME’S
COMMITMENT

–

Preserving Yesterdays Past ………………..
….………………. For Tomorrows Future
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MEMBERS GALLERY
Above: A4 Class No. 60009 ‘Union of South Africa’ sweeps gracefully through
Eastleigh station on the Down Fast line working 1V56 ‘The Swanage Belle’ 8.45am
London (Victoria) to Swanage on 13/9/18.
Photograph: Ian Marshall
Below: Storming through Oxenholme station on 2/3/19 and with the climb to Shap
summit ahead of her, No. 35018 ‘British India Line’ works north in charge of 1Z86, a
Railway Touring Company excursion from London (Euston) to Carlisle. The Merchant
Navy class pacific had come on the train at Carnforth. Photograph: John Tidmarsh
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MEMBERS GALLERY
Above: Looking the main line thoroughbred that she is and fully justifying the proud
name of ‘The Master Cutler’ headboard she is carrying, Britannia Class No. 70013
‘Oliver Cromwell’ departs Keighley with the 11.40am K&WVR service to Oxenhope
on 10/3/18.
Photograph: Michael Denholme
Below: Welshpool and Llanfair Light Railway No 823 is seen at Welshpool on 1/7/18
shortly before working a train to Llanfair Caereinion. Photograph: John Robertshaw
(Compare this picture of No.823 with that taken by Tony Cousins and shown on Page
48 of SMF News No. 85 March 2019 when seen at Oswestry Works on 3/11/56.)
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42968 – HEADS THE UP PARCELS:

RICHARD GREAVES

Quentin Haigh may not be a name that most of you outside of the SVR will be familiar
with. However, within the SVR community he was one of those personalities that,
once met was never to be forgotten, and for all the right reasons.
I first became acquainted with Quentin many years ago when working as a guard on
the SVR. Quentin was a loco man and could be seen regularly working in Bridgnorth
shed yard, starting first as a cleaner and then quickly working up through the ‘links’ to
passed cleaner, fireman, passed fireman and finally driver. In those days on weekday
timetables we had generous turn-round times and we would sit on a bench at
Kidderminster Town station and put the world to rights.
He lived in a rather large house and had a rather large model railway, and with having
an interest in 42968 (an engine he told me many times for which he had a great
admiration) we had plenty to talk about, sometimes to the detriment of the timetable
as we got carried away. Well, the last run home had plenty of recovery time in it!
Time marched on and after 25 years I ‘retired’ from guarding to concentrate on the
SMF – well, what else? Quentin, however, pursued his footplate career and rose to the
dizzy heights of ‘Footplate Inspector’.
Time waits for no man, they say, and following the loss of his parents he moved to
furthest Cornwall, which not unexpectantly made travelling to the SVR a trifle tiring.
He soldiered on for a while but recently finally retired from active SVR duty. Where
is all this leading to, one may ask? Well, once settled in Cornwall the rebuilding of the
model railway soon followed and Quentin has sent me some delightful pictures of one
of his star performers – 42968, no less. Enjoy your retirement, Quentin, and I know
you will look after her, just like you always did with the full size 42968.

Right: Working a Class C Parcels train,
42968 runs fast through the Up Centre
road of the main line station while
members of the Armed Forces look on
from the platform, 17/9/18.
Photograph: Quentin Haigh

Left: Swinging on to the Town Viaduct,
the driver of 42968 eases his Class C
train over the pointwork before opening
up after clearing the station limits,
17/9/18.
Photograph: Quentin Haigh
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SALES MANAGER’S REPORT:

RICHARD GREAVES

It is pleasing to report yet another successful trading year for the SMF Sales Stand.
This of course is due to your good-selves who continue to donate the quality goods
that we ask for and our small band of dedicated volunteers who manage our sales stand.
We also receive goods from non-members who either deliver them to our Sales Stand
at Kidderminster or contact me after reading copies of SMF News.
The continuing future of our Sales Stand is at the moment very fluid. The average age
of those who run the stand is around the seventy mark, and whilst fit and enthusiastic
it is difficult to plan long-term when no interest is being shown whatsoever by either
younger members or even those members who live within reasonable travelling
distance of Kidderminster. Appeals for assistance in recent issues of this magazine
have produced not a single enquiry, let alone offer of help.
It is our intention to continue for the time being and keep the situation under review,
probably on an annual basis, and so on that understanding we plan to run our stand
throughout 2020 at the usual location at SVR Kidderminster Town station. At this
moment in time I am unable to give you any dates for early 2020 as the SVR line will
be closed between Kidderminster Town station and Bewdley station to allow repairs
to be undertaken to Falling Sands viaduct, scheduled between the beginning of January
and the end of March. A full list of 2020 SMF Sales Stand dates will appear in the
March edition of SMF News.
The continued short-term future of our Sales Stand is of course wholly dependent upon
the kindness and generosity of you, our membership, in providing us with the necessary
supply of quality donated goods. By quality goods I refer to such items as Model
Railways in any gauge, any condition, any quantity and any make. Model railway items
are the only goods that we can accept and sell-on in almost any condition. Bent and
battered pieces can always be sold, if only for spares. For obvious reasons we would
prefer fair and good to mint (ish) items, but bent and broken are acceptable.
Also good sellers are model road vehicles, boxed or unboxed, especially buses and
coaches, and again in any scale. However, we have had relatively very few of these
recently and our stocks are very low, so if you can help with these products we would
be very grateful.
Quality books are still sought after but please, only from the recognised publishers.
The hundred pages for £1 books hold no value whatsoever; these are also often referred
to as ‘coffee table books’ and are virtually unsaleable. But good condition GB and Irish
railway books from the recognised past and present publishers are welcomed, either
steam or diesel and pictorial or historical, in either hard or soft backed covers. Using
the same guidelines, we also welcome books on Aviation, Shipping and Road
Transport.
Moving on to Railwayana, we would welcome almost any items in this category. From
nameplates (yes, I am still awaiting my first), cab-side and smokebox number plates,
shed plates, in fact any kind of plates (but not the crockery or china ones) to clocks,
watches, armbands, lamps, totems, station signage, signalling, in fact, if it has graced
any part of any railway network or personnel then we would be very very interested.
Beyond the above, the only other items are good quality GB and Irish steam or diesel
DVDs, but please only good quality ones and no preservation or even part preservation
era content. Current-day main line diesel and electric DVDs are welcomed, but again no
preservation era footage. Good quality framed railway subject paintings or prints can be
accepted, but apart from model railway items, the onus always has to be on Good Quality.
What I am about to say next may sound to be, well, a little ungrateful or even greedy,
but there is no easy way to say it and I assure you that it is not meant to come across
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Above: “How can we help you, Sir and Madam?” ‘Here to please and happy to help’
is our watchword. Three members of our Sales Stand team are seen ‘on duty’ at
Kidderminster on 16/5/19 during the SVR Spring Diesel Festival. L - R are Martin
Meredith, Fraser Goulding and Dave Beer.
Photograph: John Tidmarsh
in that vein. If, for instance, you live in, say, Doncaster, and I hasten to add that I pull
that town’s name out of thin air, and you have, for instance, six quality books, three
model railway coaches and six wagons, the nearest courier to collect them would be
me. Now as much as I welcome and appreciate your kind donation it would not be
financially practicable for me to come and collect them. It would cost me more in fuel
than what we would re-sell them for. However if you could bring them to the Sales
Stand on one of our opening days, then we would be delighted to receive them,
although in a lot of cases I know that this will not be possible.
Alternatively, if you can hold on to your donation, at some point a member of my team
may at some future time be in or near your area. An example of this is a member living
in Keighley who offered goods some eighteen months ago. Patience has finally paid
off as his donation was scheduled to be picked up by a courier who was visiting the
area in August.
What I am trying to say in as nice a way as possible is that I have to consider the value
of the goods being collected against the time and cost of asking the nearest courier to
collect. So if you contact me with a donation to pick up and I ask what the donation
consists of, please do not be offended. I am not being ungrateful or rude, just
establishing whether or not the pick-up is cost effective.
I hope that gives you all a little insight into some of the issues that we need to contend
with on this subject. In the next issue I will dwell on the management issues that we
have to consider and implement in the continued running of our Sales Stand.
In the meantime, this winter please have a dig-out of some of your treasures that you
can bear to part with to ensure that the SMF Sales Stand continues to thrive and provide
useful income towards the running of our Fund, and ensuring that our engine
13268/2968/42968 continues as a working steam locomotive for the foreseeable future.
Thank you for reading this article, and if you need to contact me please use any of the
methods shown on Page 2.
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SUPPORT YOUR SALES STAND TODAY
13268 STILL NEEDS YOUR DONATED GOODS
TO RE-STOCK OUR SUPPLIES OF GOODS FOR THE 2020 SEASON
WE URGENTLY NEED YOUR DONATED GOODS
AS DETAILED BELOW
AS ALWAYS WE ARE DESPERATELY SHORT OF
MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT, AND WHEN WE SAY
WE CANNOT GET ENOUGH OF THIS, WE REALLY MEAN IT.
We can sell any amount of this in any gauge, any age, Steam, Diesel or Electric outline.
Tinplate, Plastic, Kit Built or Proprietary, Modern or Ancient.
Accessories including buildings, signals, track etc. etc.
Triang, Hornby, Mainline, Dapol, Replica, Airfix, Bachmann, Lima, Hornby Dublo,
Wrenn, Hornby Tinplate, Trix, Trix-Twin, Peco, Fleischmann, Heljan, Jouef,
Vi-Trains, Liliput, Marklin, Rivarossi, Graham Farish, Minitrix, etc., etc…
Locomotives, Coaches, Wagons, working or broken, boxed or loose, mint or battered.
Single items to whole collections, we will be most grateful for anything.

WE ALSO URGENTLY NEED
ANY BR RAILWAY DVDs
STEAM/DIESEL/ELECTRIC INCLUDING DRIVERS EYE VIEW
ANY MODEL ROAD VEHICLES
E.G. DAYS GONE, EFE, CORGI, DINKY, MATCHBOX ETC.
AND ANY QUALITY
HARD/SOFT BACKED BOOKS ON BRITISH RAILWAYS
ALSO BOOKS ON AIRCRAFT, SHIPPING AND ROAD TRANSPORT
We would appreciate donations of any of the above – No quantity too large

BUT PLEASE NOTE: WE CAN NO LONGER ACCEPT VIDEOS
WE ARE ALSO
VERY SHORT OF RAILWAY MEMORABILIA.
Lamps, Clocks, Watches, Badges, Signalling items, Wagon, Shed and Works Plates
even the odd number or nameplate would be useful to have!!!
Posters, Excursion Leaflets, Paperwork, Pre-1968 Timetables etc
AND Pre-1968 BR Edmondson type tickets/BR Steam Negatives/Prints.

All donations can be converted into current SMF Subscriptions.
Collections can be arranged from most parts of the country
Usually within four to twelve weeks.
If you can make a donation or wish to discuss a possible donation further,
please ring Richard Greaves on 0151-426 7111
if no reply please leave contact details
or see my contact details on Page 2
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COMMERCIAL MANAGER’S REPORT QUE SERA SERA:

IAN HARROP

The recent death of singer / film actress Doris Day prompted extensive replaying of
her 1955 “hit”, Que Sera, Sera (Whatever will be will be). It also reminded me that
although we cannot foretell the future, we can make sensible provision for things which
may affect us.
This was clearly in the minds of the founding members of the Stanier Mogul Fund
when they resolved to rescue 42968 from Barry. They adopted a business model
designed to give ongoing support to a restored, hard-working steam locomotive, well
into the future.
This involved creating and maintaining a strong financial base and a core engineering
support team for the locomotive. It has seen us through two overhauls without the sort
of appeal for funds we regularly see in the railway magazines. It has also ensured that
failure of a major component would not have to result in an early trip to a museum.
However, much has changed since the Barry rescue. As 13268 is soon to return to
steam on another ten-year ticket, perhaps now is the time to review what we can do to
ensure that our engine reaches the 100 mark – preferably in steam.
We already know that the costs, complexities and limitations of mainline running have
effectively taken that option off the table. However, a strong and versatile engine such
as ours has a valuable and continuing role to play on a heritage line such as the Severn
Valley Railway – at least for now.
New challenges are emerging all the time. Coal, for example, or lack of it, may curtail
steam operations on all lines as may the imposition of tighter emission controls. My
pleasure on hearing of the introduction of regular steam hauled main line tourist trains
in the West Midlands was tempered by a letter in the Daily Telegraph. A reader wrote
asking why we were considering re-introducing fossil fuel burning steam trains at a
time when we are seeking to reduce carbon emissions to zero by 2050. You may wish
to reflect on that. Shortage of workshop space and skilled workers with “steam
knowledge” is also an issue to be addressed by the wider movement.
So how should we prepare for the future? My personal view is that the basic strategy
remains sound. In common with all good plans it is capable of adapting to changing
circumstances and offers the best prospect of our engine remaining active.
In common with many groups involved in heritage related preservation activities, we
are now experiencing an age-related decline in our membership. SMF members
contribute in a wide variety of ways. The key areas of fund raising and engineering
support have played a vital part in keeping 42968 fit for purpose. To ensure that we
remain a robust, capable and responsive organisation we now need to focus more
strongly on recruitment.
New younger members are already doing valuable work on the Committee of
Management and ‘behind the scenes’, but it need not stop there. Soon a newly restored
13268 will return to the tracks, surely a good news story worth the telling, and we
should not be shy in telling it to a wider audience. An audience, by the way, which is
showing a considerable appetite for TV programmes about railways, including heritage
lines.
Good news maybe, but we are in a competitive market for active support. Although
we cannot expect others to share our enthusiasm for steam locomotives simply by
wishing it, there are various ways in which we can tempt relatives and friends into the
magical world of steam. No doubt, you will have your own ideas on attracting the
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uninitiated. Perhaps by taking a trip behind 13268 on a ‘Return to Steam’ special you
may whet their appetite. Participants in our well liked ‘Driving and Firing’ experience
days will also know how rewarding these can be. So, if you have already done it, talk
about it when attending any social gatherings. If you intend doing it, why not involve
a friend or family member to enjoy it with you.
Our strategy has worked well so far. Keeping the flame of steam locomotive
preservation and operation alive will never be easy. However, since April 1991 the
collective efforts of the SMF membership have already delivered tens of thousands of
steam hauled miles for members and the wider public to enjoy, a remarkable
achievement by all concerned.
With your continued help and support the 42968 story can go on well into the future,
hopefully until ‘our engine’ reaches her centenary on 24th January 2034 – and beyond.
Whatever will be, will be – well maybe, but with your support we can be prepared for
many changes, whether they be expected or not. Hopefully, we can also ensure that a
plinth, surrounded by interpretation boards, is not yet the final resting place for our
unique engine.

YOUR SALES STAND
URGENTLY NEEDS THE FOLLOWING GOODS
FOR THE FUTURE SECURITY
OF YOUR ENGINE
ANY MODEL RAILWAY ITEMS
ANY ROAD VEHICLES ESPECIALLY BUSES AND COACHES
ANY GOOD QUALITY HARDBACK OR SOFTBACK BOOKS
ANY WAGON PLATES (RESTORED OR UN-RESTORED)
ANY ITEMS OF RAILWAYANA
IF YOU CAN HELP WITH ANY OF THE ABOVE OR ANY OTHER
GOODS MENTIONED IN OUR ADVERTS OR INSERTS
PLEASE CONTACT OUR DONATED GOODS CO-ORDINATOR
RICHARD GREAVES USING ANY OF THE CONTACT DETAILS ON

PAGE 2
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ALIGNMENT –
A Technical Explanation Overview:

JIM NORMAN

A major requirement for a smooth running machine is perfect alignment of its moving
parts, and despite the theory that a steam locomotive is rather ‘agricultural’ in its
technology, the same applies. This is why much has been made of alignment of the
horn guides and cylinders.
When the loco is built, the machining process ensures that the cylinder centre line is
parallel to the longitudinal centre line in plan view (from above) and the alignment of
the mounting holes makes sure it is correctly angled in the side elevation, horizontal
in our case. After that, it gets complicated.
The datum point is the front face of the cylinder. The centre line of the driving axle is
determined from drawings and is the sum of the piston’s position at half the stroke;
the length of the piston rod from the middle of the piston to the centre of the gudgeon
pin; and the length of the connecting rod between little and big end centres, in our case
129¼ inches. This distance applied to both sides should ensure that the driving axle is
truly perpendicular in plan to the longitudinal centre line of the frames; any slight angle
would cause the axle to try to ‘steer’ its way along the rails, leading to poor riding and
excessive wear.
The horn guides though are not necessarily truly spaced either side of the axle’s centre.
2968’s right hand driving horns, for instance are, from the axle’s correct position,
7.035in in front and 6.Å667in behind that position. If the white metal applied to the
sliding surfaces each side of the axleboxes is machined to equal thickness, the box and
axle will be located rearward by that distance, so the metal is machined differentially
to bring the box and axle back to the correct distance of 129¼in from the cylinder.
Then there are the leading and trailing axles, where the same rules apply: They must
be perpendicular and their axles 8ft and 8ft 6in from the driving axles respectively,
and the boxes are machined to ensure this is accurately achieved.
And then there is the plan view, where everything must parallel the frames, and then
there are the slidebars. These too must be parallel, the correct distance apart above and
below the cylinder centre line, and then the valve spindle, and so it goes on.
This is why this setting up takes time, but it is time repaid by long periods and many
miles in traffic.

SIDE ELEVATION
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ARE YOU PART OF THE TEAM –
THE SMF TEAM KEEPING 42968 STEAMING ?
If you make a donation of £5 or £50,
a Lifetime’s Commitment Subscription for £2 to £5 per month,
purchase a First of the Finest subscription,
donate one model loco or 20 model locos, half a dozen books or 30 books,
buy one raffle ticket or a book of raffle tickets,
remember 42968 in your Will or give an In Memoriam donation
OR actively support 42968 in any other way then
you are doing your bit, and are part of the team.
DO YOUR BIT AND PLEASE DON’T LEAVE IT TO OTHERS
BE A PLAYER NOT A SPECTATOR

SUPPORT YOUR ENGINE TODAY
SEMPER PROTEGAMUS - (LET US ALWAYS PROTECT)

A LIFETIME’S COMMITMENT
YOU AND 42968
FROM JUST £2 PER MONTH
PRESERVING YESTERDAYS PAST – FOR TOMORROWS FUTURE
WHICHEVER WAY YOU LOOK
A LITTLE BLACK ENGINE WITH NO NAME

NEEDS YOU TO SUPPORT
THE 42968 ‘A LIFETIME’S COMMITMENT’
SUBSCRIPTION SCHEME
FROM JUST £2 PER MONTH
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN
THE ENCLOSED APPLICATION FORM TODAY
IN THE FREEPOST PLUS ENVELOPE PROVIDED
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Above: How close can you get to re-creating the past and how stunningly beautiful is t
how the landscape and the railway compliment each other in near perfection. And for the bene
and the Up Loop Starter signal is ’on’ as these are normal positions when, as on this occasio
Mark 1 coaching stock are seen just south of Hampton Loade station
Photograph: Jo
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ul is the valley of the River Severn? A photograph that captures in breath-taking reality
benefit of our eagle-eyed readers, fear not that the Hampton Loade Down Home signal is ‘off’
casion, Hampton Loade signalbox is switched out. 42968 and her matching maroon liveried
ation working an Up Matt Fielding Photo Charter special on 20/4/12.
h: John F Stiles
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WE WENT ALL THE WAY (AND IT WAS GREAT!):

JOHN TIDMARSH

The SMF Driving and Firing days this year were on April 9th, 10th and 11th. There is
always an amount of stress as these events approach: will the weather be OK, will the
loco let us down, and most of all, will everyone enjoy themselves!
For 2018 there was an extra factor: after so many years of running between two
stations, for the first time we were based at Kidderminster and doing two round trips
of the whole line with participants taking turns on the footplate. Would it work? Would
people enjoy it as much?
This year we were allocated 2-6-2T Prairie No. 4144, a visitor from Didcot. As a tank
engine the Footplate was not ideal, being cramped for four but with a seven coach
trailing load she was perfect for the job. Well up to the task but having to work hard
enough to make amazing noises.
So did the participants enjoy the new format? The smiles said it all and everyone
thought it was better. It felt like a real journey rather than a trip, and most got to drive
a section of the line they had not driven before. On the Thursday I got to drive north
out of Highley, the climb is short but sharp and on a curve and the sound as 4144 put
her shoulder to it is still ringing in my ears.
And what of the weather? No rain, a bit grey on Tuesday but perfect sunshine on
Wednesday and Thursday. Just the sort of weather that shows the valley at her best.
As always, huge thanks to Rod Derry on the footplate, who kept us all safe and ensured
the best of experiences, aided by firemen Dan and Ollie, while on the flag Nigel
Kimberlin, Peter Field and Howard Bowling were their usual perfect selves.
I have really enjoyed organising and working on these events over so many years and
have really appreciated the support and company (not to say the banter!) of everyone
involved. This year is, however, my last as organiser, as next time I am passing the
baton to the youth and energy of Howard Bowling who recently joined the CoM. The
poor man doesn’t know what he is letting himself in for, so please treat him gently and
support him as you have me. (Howard’s plans for 2020 can be found on Page 56 of
this magazine – Ed.)
Right: The ‘Star of the Show’ for
this year’s SMF 2019 ‘Drive and
Fire’ event was 2-6-2 Prairie
Tank No. 4144. The Prairie was
a visitor from the Didcot Railway
Centre and proved a popular
engine with our enthusiastic
‘wanna be’ footplate crews. She
is seen here at Bridgnorth on
10/4/19 before setting off on her
return southbound run to
Kidderminster Town. Note the
Class C (Empty Coaching Stock)
head code.
Photograph: John Tidmarsh
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Right: Andy Fox, a guest of
SMF member John Oates,
engages in conversation
with SVR Driver / Instructor
Rod Derry in the cab of No.
4144 on 10/4/19.
Photograph: John Oates

Above: SMF member and Sales Stand /
‘Dirty Gang’ volunteer Fraser Goulding
seen here on the right together with his
guest, Justin Lavender, seem to be enjoying
themselves on 10/4/19, judging by their
cheery smiles from the footplate of No. 4144.
Photograph: John Tidmarsh
Above: Lynne Tidmarsh with her hand
on the regulator is concentrating hard
as she handles No. 4144 during a light
engine movement on 10/4/19.
Photograph: John Tidmarsh
Left: ‘Clear Road Ahead’. SMF member
John Oates looks every inch the steam
age driver as, with hand on the
regulator, he enjoys his section of the
line on the footplate of No. 4144 on
10/04/19.
Photograph: Andy Fox
Next year this could be you, but you need to apply now as the limited number
of places sell out very fast and when they are gone – they are gone. See Pages
56/57 to apply for the 2020 event now.
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SOUTHERN REGION EMU’s
Above: 4 COR EMU (4 Coach Unit CORridor connected) No. 3126 is seen stabled
in sidings alongside Barnham station on 12/9/70.
Photograph: Brian Marshall / Courtesy Ian Marshall
Below: 2 HAL EMU (2 Coach Unit non-corridor with HAlf Lavatory – lavatory in
one coach only) No. 2676 leads a four car EMU departing Bosham station west of
Chichester with the 8.40am Portsmouth to Brighton train on 18/3/71.
Photograph: Brian Marshall / Courtesy Ian Marshall
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THROUGH THE LENS OF BRIAN MARSHALL
Above: 4 REP EMU (4 Coach Unit corridor connected with Restaurant and Electro
– Pneumatic Brake) No. 7007 arrives at Chichester working the 11.08am Brighton to
Portsmouth service 07/67.
Photograph: Brian Marshall / Courtesy Ian Marshall
Below: A very clean 4 SUB EMU (4 Coach Unit non-corridor SUBurban) No. 4102
approaches Chichester with a Littlehampton to Portsmouth westbound coast-way
service on an unknown day in May 1968.
Photograph: Brian Marshall / Courtesy Ian Marshall
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MEMORIES OF A SIGNALMAN PART 18 –
ARPLEY JCT (4) CONCLUDED:
ADRIAN BODLANDER
For my final article on Arpley Jct., I will turn my attention to the working of freight
trains and particularly the MGR trains for Fiddlers Ferry, which comprised the bulk of
the traffic. As previously mentioned, most trains required to run round at both Walton
Jct. and Arpley Jct. to reach the power station. All trains were double manned, with
guards provided for coupling and uncoupling and performing brake tests. This
continued during 1986, however by 1987 an agreement was being implemented for
MGR trains to be single manned and Fiddlers Ferry trains started turning up with only
a driver on board. This was no problem at Walton Jct. as Arpley yard staff could
perform the run round duties but, as there were no staff based at Arpley Jct. it was
agreed that a shunter from the yard would be based at Arpley Jct. for this purpose.
As there was no accommodation at the run round sidings this meant the shunter’s being
in the signal box between trains. This did not go down too well with the signalmen
(myself included) as we liked our privacy and a shunter chattering away could be a
distraction The view of management was less than helpful, the official position being
that the shunter was not authorised to be in the box and should remain in the run round
sidings for the duration of their shift. The thought of these guys being out in the open
in all weathers with no facilities at all was obviously not to be contemplated, so in the
name of common decency the signalmen allowed them to stay in the box, albeit
somewhat reluctantly.
This method of operation continued for about twelve months until the owners of the
power station (which had now been privatised) decided to pay for the use of a drawback loco between Arpley Jct. and Walton Jct. to eliminate the need to run round and
reduce delays.
Under this system an 08 shunt loco would attach to the rear of a train arriving at Walton
Jct. and haul it down to Arpley Jct. with the train loco remaining coupled to the train.
The train loco was not supposed to provide any assistance as the draw back loco was
in charge of the train, however, sometimes the driver on the train loco would gently
apply power if he felt the draw back loco struggling due to poor adhesion. When the
train had been drawn clear of the Jct., the signalman could reset the points for the low
level line and once the draw back loco had hooked off the train could continue its
journey to the power station.
The shunter who had previously been based in the box now travelled on the draw back
loco to couple / uncouple the train. The draw back loco would then stable on One Hand
siding until required. Empty trains from Fiddlers Ferry would be dealt with in the
reverse way to that described. The driver and shunter would sometimes stay on the
loco, but generally went to the train crew mess room, which kept them out of the box.
It should be mentioned at this point that the train crew had by now moved to a new
building, which had been built near to Warrington PSB, as the building opposite the
box had been condemned as unsafe.
The draw back system continued for several years until the power company decided it
was uneconomic and withdrew the subsidy, but I had moved on from Arpley Jct. by
then. *
The final item to mention concerning the working of the MGRs was the experimental
60 wagon coal train. BR and the Power Station had been co-operating for some time
to increase the length of MGRs so that the Power Station’s weekly tonnage requirement
could be achieved using fewer trains. To this end the majority of trains now operated
with 45 wagons instead of the standard 32.
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Right: The ‘Draw
Back’ engine (an
unidentified Class 08),
stands on ‘One Hand’
siding waiting for its
next
train.
The
Author’s car is visible
on the left, 02/89.
Photograph:
Adrian Bodlander
(Also of note is the
large grey building
dominating the left
side of the picture
which was the Post
Office Telephones Warrington ATE building, and where your Editor had office space
in the late 1970s – Ed.)

Left: Later the same
day the ‘Draw Back’
08 heads an empty
MGR coal train out
of the run round
sidings towards the
box, 02/89.
Photograph:
Adrian Bodlander

Around 1988 special notices arrived in the box giving details of a number of trial runs
to take place between Bickershaw Colliery and Fiddlers Ferry using 60 wagons with
a Class 20 loco at each end instead of the normal double heading arrangement. The
experimental part of the trial involved something called Radio Multiple Control, which
allowed the driver on the lead loco to control the rear loco without any physical
connection between the two. While this type of push-pull operation had previously
been used on passenger trains, using electrical jumper cables between the carriages; I
believe this was the first time it had been tried with a freight train. Jumper cables on
the wagons were impractical given the need to operate through loading and unloading
plants at either end of the journey, hence the new radio system.
I was on late turn when one of the trials operated and everything went okay, although
it was strange to see the train light up every track circuit on the diagram as it passed
through the section. There was little time saved as it took the driver 15 minutes to
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change ends on reversal against 20 minutes allowed for running round. The trails lasted
for only one week and were not repeated; indeed nothing further was ever heard of the
train. Also I never saw any mention of it in the Railway Press. Does anyone know what
happened to it?**
To conclude this article, I will describe a series of derailments that occurred during a
week of early turns. These involved the local trip freight which, as previously
mentioned, was allowed to propel out of Arpley yard to enable it to proceed towards
Ditton on the Low Level line without running round. The supervisor would phone from
Arpley yard when he had a train ready to leave. Providing you had no moves taking
place on the branch, you could set the road and clear your signals for the train before
giving permission for it to proceed.
It is important to mention that the shunt signals controlling the yard exit were not
visible from the box, being around a curve and the view obstructed by a road bridge.
In spite of this no indicators were provided in the box for the signals.

Right: The ‘Draw
Back’ 08 with its train
of empty MGR coal
hoppers takes the Up
Branch
towards
Walton Old Junction.
The Low Level line to
Ditton is to the right
and the access to
Arpley Yard is beyond
the bridge on the left,
02/89.
Photograph: Adrian
Bodlander

Left:
Before
the
introduction of a ‘Draw
Back’ engine, a loaded
Healey Mills to Fiddlers
Ferry Power Station
MGR coal train swings off
the Down Branch heading
for the run round sidings,
hauled by an unidentified
Class 56. After ‘running
round’ the Class 56
hauled train will head
back past the box and take
the right hand Low Level
line to reach the Power
Station, 02/86.
Photograph:
Adrian Bodlander
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On the Monday morning of the week in question I was “All Off” for a train out of the
yard. However, when the first wagons became visible I noticed that they were bouncing
up and down and were obviously off the road. I ‘put back’ against the train and the
driver brought it to a stand quite quickly but not before the Down Branch was
obstructed. Fortunately the Up Branch was still clear, and as this was signalled for bidirectional running most traffic could still pass without too much disruption. Control
was informed and our local inspector was soon on the scene. On coming to the box
after inspecting the derailment, he said he thought the per-way were to blame as there
was evidence of damage to the point-work from a previous derailment which had not
been repaired. The derailment happened about 11.30 and had not been cleared when
my relief arrived at 13.30, so I left him to it.
When I booked on Tuesday everything was back to normal and I was told that a new
blade had been fitted to the yard points. Later in the shift when I was offered the same
train to propel out of the yard, I felt quite nervous, but everything went smoothly so I
assumed that was the end of the matter. Not a bit of it! Fast forward 24 hours and late
on Wednesday morning, it’s back to square one with the trip freight half out of the yard
and the Down Branch blocked with wagons which have derailed on the same set of
points. This time even more inspectors attended from several departments, numerous
theories being advanced as to why it had all happened a second time! Once again I left
the late turn man to clear things up.
Thursday I was rest day so no need to worry about derailments. On to Friday when I
am advised that Thursday’s train had operated normally after more repairs to the
pointwork out of the yard. Come 11.30 and I am once again “all off” for the train when
I get a phone call from the yard exit signal. This turns out to be the local per-way
supervisor who advises me that, while the signal is definitely showing off the points
are standing off by about an inch. I immediately put the signal back and phone the
yard supervisor who luckily is able to stop the train before it starts to propel out. I then
advise him that I am booking the points ‘out of use’ until the problem is sorted out.
The discrepancy between the signal and the points puts the S & T in the frame for the
fault as the correct operation of points is their responsibility. The trip ran normally the
following week without any further incidents, so I never heard the final verdict, but I
suspect a few ‘Form Ones’ were flying round the S & T and Per-Way Departments.
The final chapter in the affair happens six months later when the S & T arrived in the
box and announced that they are installing signal indicators for the yard exit signals.
So in the end some good did come out of all the hassle.
(If any readers can assist Adrian with his query about the 60 wagon load Fiddlers
Ferry MGR trains, would they please, in the first instance, contact the Editor,
Richard Greaves, using any of my contact details shown on Page 2 – Ed.)
* Fellow Fund member Maurice Hughes was an Arpley driver at this time and did
many turns on the ‘draw backs’. They occasionally got a pair of 20s for the job, but
an 08 was far more usual. The assistance of the train engines was not always
appreciated as they could easily overpower the 08, leading to its reaching somewhat
excessive speeds - JN
** Unfortunately, Maurice has no recollection of 60 wagon trains, although he does
remember the radio controlled 20s. There were only a few of these fitted with the
equipment, but it did work very well. - JN
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RAILWAY PHOTOGRAPHS
If you collect railway photographs I can recommend all of the following
dealers. I use them regularly and a selection of their work appear frequently
in the pages of this magazine. They each offer a super service and their prices
are very reasonable. There are many thousands of images to choose from
covering all era’s and regions including modern image.
COLOUR RAIL
558 Birmingham Road, Bromsgrove B61 0HT
colourrail@aol.com
R. K. BLENCOWE HISTORIC RAILWAY PHOTOGRAPHS
48 Cherville Street, ROMSEY, Hampshire. SO51 8FD
Tel No: 01794 502733 or e-mail: r.blencowe@ntlworld.com
RAIL PHOTOPRINTS
www.railphotoprints.uk
Tel No: 01761 453045
PETER GROOM
7 Trafalgar Avenue BROXBOURNE
Hertfordshire EN10 7DX
INITIAL PHOTOGRAPHICS
C/O - C Stacey, 25 The Limes, Stony Stratford,
MILTON KEYNES. MK11 1ET
Tel No: 01908 562082
KIDDERMINSTER RAILWAY MUSEUM (KRM)
PHOTOGRAPHIC ARCHIVE
C/O – KRM, Station Approach, Comberton Hill,
KIDDERMINSTER, Worcestershire. DY10 1QX
e-mail: krm@krm.org.uk or Tel No: 01562 825316
RCTS PHOTOGRAPHIC ARCHIVE

www.rcts.org.uk
THE TRANSPORT TREASURY
16 HIGHWORTH CLOSE
HIGH WYCOMBE HP13 7PJ
Tel No. 01494 446774 or e-mail kezlan@tesco.net
RAIL ONLINE
www.rail-online.co.uk
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GREEN LANE BRIDGE, BOLTON
IN STEAM DAYS AND BEYOND:

STEVE LEYLAND

Green Lane bridge, plated No. 51 and adjacent to the 9½ milepost from Manchester
Victoria, was among the top three trainspotting locations in Bolton, and maybe only
second to the long demolished lengthy iron footbridge which connected the two town
centre streets that shared names with our main railway stations.
A very similar structure built for those on foot over East Jct’s. sprawl of tracks vied
with Green Lane for popularity amongst the spotting fraternity. The latter, as the only
road bridge over the line between town and Moses Gate, catered for those who lived
in south Bolton. Of course one missed part of the rail traffic concentration which
threaded the station layout, but most ‘namers’ and important trains took the main line
to and from Manchester.
Right: The view from
the bridge as a midafternoon
Fairburn
2-6-4T hauled train on
the Down line gets the
Burnden Jct. Down
Main Home and Distant
signals at clear. This
was a long pull at
approximately 1,000
yards and did not
always display such a
definite aspect. Looking
south on the left is St
Michael’s church, and
Green Lane Carriage
Sidings are on the right
in this open vista from
about 1962. Beyond the
rear of the train and left of the distant warehouse building can be seen Moses Gate
signalbox and station.
Photograph: David Hampson / Courtesy Steve Leyland
Below: The view of the area a few years later this time looking north, taken from Moses
Gate station, which was south of Green Lane bridge (seen in the background). Moses
Gate signalbox marked
the end of the Up Goods
Loop. Beyond Green
Lane bridge and above
the trees can be seen
Bee Hive mill. To the left
of the box, the now
overgrown land was
previously occupied by
Green Lane Carriage
Sidings, 17/5/75.
Photograph:
Steve Leyland
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Right: From the leafy path that led from Green
Lane bridge to St Michael’s church, the Burnden
Jct. Down Main Distant signal is seen to be ‘On’
as Black Five No. 45076 (9D) approaches on
22/7/67 with 1P01, 9.30am SO Manchester
(Victoria) to Heysham train. This was a dated
train that ran only from July 8th to September
9th.
Photograph: Steve Leyland

Below: Looking north from the bridge on the
Down loop, a very lengthy goods train hauled by
8F No.48700 (9D) progresses slowly towards
Bolton, the engine having passed Bee Hive mill
and almost reached the mpd. The date is 7/10/66
and just a week later 48700’s home shed of
Agecroft closed and it moved on to Patricroft.
Photograph:
Martin Leyland / Courtesy Steve Leyland

Newsletter No. 86 Final_Layout 1 09/08/2019 11:12 Page 51

In the late 1950s I began to join the throngs at those cast iron parapets, usually during
the half hour that flanked the passage of the 9.30am Manchester-Glasgow. That’s when
the most lads were there, up to twenty, I’d estimate, so long afterwards. The BlackpoolManchester (‘Blackie’) and Barrow-Manchester often produced a ‘Jubilee’ each and
the ‘Glazzy’ a Polmadie ‘Scot’, ‘Brit’ or ‘Clan’. On summer Saturdays there was a
Glasgow relief too and shortly afterwards the Manchester-Workington (‘Worky’)
rounded off that rather special time of day. One morning I’d taken along my dad’s old
(not all that old) army field glasses and well recall being the first to identify No. 700l4
‘Iron Duke’, Manchester bound. A universal reaction of disbelief from the others
evaporated seconds later when ‘Iron Duke’ did indeed pass. The engine number first
appears as a ‘GL’ cop in my earliest ABC, proving that it was fresh from the South to
Trafford Park, rare enough even as a 9E machine at Bolton, so the disbelief was more
than understandable.
To avoid the road traffic, light though it then was, or for a change, we frequented too
the path to St. Michael’s church which lead from one end of the bridge on the Moses
Gate side. Also, a bowling green width away from the bridge was the BR Staff
Association entrance which offered good enough views over the often empty carriage
sidings. From this location I saw my only ‘Prinnie’ at Bolton, No. 46201 ‘Princess
Elizabeth’ on the Glasgow. I can still remember the mental processes blocking
acceptance of what I could actually see. “These engines didn’t come through Bolton,”
and “How can a ‘Jubilee’ appear so long?” The date I have for this is 16/10/60, a
Sunday.
1961 was the big year for cycling straight from school to Green Lane bridge (102 times,
to be precise), to watch the Manchester-Barrow with its wealth of Class 6 and 7
4-6-0s. Crewe North’s Nos. 46111 ‘Royal Fusilier’ and 46129 ‘The Scottish Horse’
were most commonly seen with fifteen appearances between them. I distinctly
remember the day that Nuneaton’s No. 45533 ‘Lord Rathmore’ turned up. My brother
and I were on time at the bridge, but the train was well late that day, most unusually.
Our regular friend on these jaunts had had to go for a haircut, but some sixth sense
prompted him to come down afterwards, long after normal time. He copped No. 45533,
whereas we, who’d seen it on some earlier occasion at Balshaw Lane (and considered
it quite a ‘scoop’) didn’t. How lucky can you get?
Right: A good view
of the bridge itself
from the south side
with an Up Black
Five hauled passenger
train approaching. The
author, his brother
Martin (light coat and
nearest the camera)
together with ‘adopted’
dog ‘Barney’ look on in
this scene taken about
1960.
Photograph:
Phil Platt / Courtesy
Steve Leyland
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Right: A Sundays
Only (SuO) steam
survivor
through
1964 was the 9.30am
Manchester (Victoria)
to Glasgow (Central)
train. Showing the
bridge from the south
side, the rostered
engine on 20/9/64
is Rebuilt Patriot
No. 45527 (12A)
‘Southport’.
Photograph: Steve Leyland
Left: Looking north
from the bridge, the
driver of Black Five
No. 45435 shuts off for
the booked station stop
at Bolton (Trinity
Street) with the SO
9.27am Manchester
(Victoria) to Barrow
express on 22/7/67.
This was a summer
only dated train that
ran from the 17th
June until the 2nd
September. Prominent
on the left is Bee Hive
mill and just visible
beyond
the
mill,
reflecting a typical northern industrial landscape, can be seen the coaling plant at
Bolton shed.
Photograph: Steve Leyland

Right: Photographed
from the old carriage
sidings, Black Five No.
45156 (8M) ‘Ayrshire
Yeomanry’ brings the
6.50pm Southport to
Manchester (Victoria)
Class A passenger train
through on 25/5/65.
Photograph:
Steve Leyland
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Although the express steam types and their appearances at Green Lane diminished
towards the mid-1960s I remained a frequent visitor until leaving school in the late
summer of 1964, when the Blackpool services were desecrated by DMUs. It fell to the
Sunday ‘Glazzy’, funnily enough, to hang on to steam until late that year, rebuilt
‘Patriots’ and ‘Scots’ giving way to ‘Brits’, then diesel Type 4s, but the weekday
‘Worky’ had been a Metropolitan Vickers Co-Bo for quite some time. The Barrow and
other surviving loco hauled passenger trains saw the gradual swing to ‘Black Five’
dominance and large gangs of boys at the bridge were no more. I never stopped going
down though, as it was so convenient and such a good vantage point.
One evening in early February 1966, an 8F on a goods train trundled past the mpd up
the loop to Moses Gate box, the engine unconvincingly identified as one I’d never
seen before. Certain he’d have to wait for a road, I cycled quickly to Green Lane,
‘legged it’ down the St. Michael’s path and over the fence. It was pitch-black and even
six feet away from the cab I still had to ask the driver the number of his engine. His
congenial reply was just what I hoped! Spotting as a motivating force had given way
to steam enthusiasm generally, but it was still good to ‘cop’ something in the old
tradition!
Right: Looking north,
the Fridays to Sundays
York to Blackpool
(North) Illuminations
period weekend special,
1X48 has on 17/10/65
B1 No. 61021 (50A)
‘Reitbok’ as its motive
power. She is seen
approaching Green
Lane bridge on that
sunny Sunday autumn
afternoon, returning
her weekend excursion
passengers home to
Yorkshire.
Photograph:
Steve Leyland
Below: For most of the year the Down 8.55pm Manchester (Victoria) to Heysham
‘Belfast Boat Express’ would travel in darkness but by late June there could be enough
natural
light
to
photograph the train
from the line-side. Here
Black Five No. 45092
(10A) has just passed
under the north facing
side of Green Lane
bridge, Bolton, heading
the BBE at 9.12pm on
19th June 1967.
Photograph:
Vernon Sidlow
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Above: The last steam ever expected at the time to pass under Green Lane bridge was
BR’s farewell tour, the infamous 1T57 ‘Fifteen Guinea Special’, which ran from Liverpool
(Lime Street) to Carlisle and return over the Settle and Carlisle line in both directions
on 11/8/68. Here, the pair of Black Fives that worked the return southbound section from
Carlisle to Manchester (Victoria), Nos. 44871 and 44781, reflect the evening sunshine
as they head south.
Photograph: Bill Harrison / Courtesy Steve Leyland
A mid-afternoon habit in the summer of 1967 was to watch the Manchester portion of
the daily 11.30am Glasgow Central-Liverpool Exchange passing under Green Lane
on its non-stop run from Preston.
As the Down ‘Belfast Boat Express’ became a prominent steam working through
Bolton, the bridge became noticed as the usual point at which steam was shut off. This
was especially so when employing drivers who habitually cracked the regulator and
Green Lane again came into its own as somewhere to make for around 9pm. On dark
evenings the brief pyrotechnic display and matching roar from the chimney could be
valued at close quarters or, attracted by the noise, more than ¼ mile away, from outside
the engine shed offices where we more often congregated. The bridge was just visible
from there.
I fully expected the loop lines under the bridge to close soon after steam ended, but they
didn’t and they actually survived until the recent electrification, when the two remaining
tracks were re-arranged to run under the same arch, so the bridge now needs to be only
half as wide. The ugly back side of a colour light gantry ruins the view towards Bolton
now. That part of Green Lane was closed to road traffic for about two years due to bridge
weakness, until finally being completely rebuilt in the first half of 2003. I asked one of
the workmen if he could recover me an 1846 dated plate during demolition as a souvenir,
but it turned out to be part of an unmanageably huge cast side piece.
The new bridge is wider and takes even bigger lorries. Only the lower half of the
original supports were retained. Finally, there was attached a nice oval plate to the
pavement side of the parapet, declaring its old number, 51, and the distance from
Manchester Victoria in miles and chains. Some things never change!
54
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FREEPOST PLUS - REPLY PAID ENVELOPE
For your convenience, this facility is enclosed for you to return any of
your application forms when subscribing to:- ‘The Lifetime’s
Commitment Subscription Scheme’, ‘The First of the Finest
Subscription Scheme’, OR to make a donation, OR to return
your raffle ticket returns and cheque/P.O., AND to advise
the SMF in respect of Bequests and / or In Memoriam instructions.
ALSO for any administration changes including change of address,
telephone, mobile or e-mail address and general letters of
communication.
PLEASE NOTE:
All returns to the SMF should be sent in this envelope
the contents of which will then be passed to the appropriate
CoM member.

CAN YOU HELP
Your Archivist is ALWAYS looking for new material on sightings
and photographs of the entire Stanier Mogul class.
If you can help or know of anyone who can assist, please contact
Jim Norman whose details appear on Page 2.

WHICHEVER WAY YOU LOOK
A LITTLE BLACK ENGINE WITH NO NAME

NEEDS YOU TO SUPPORT
THE 42968 ‘A LIFETIME’S COMMITMENT’
SUBSCRIPTION SCHEME
FROM JUST £2 PER MONTH
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN
THE ENCLOSED APPLICATION FORM TODAY
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THE 2020 SMF DRIVE AND FIRE EVENT:

HOWARD BOWLING

2020 should see the return of our locomotive, and I’ve been busy starting to get plans
ready for its return! However, before then we have the annual Drive & Fire event,
which similarly to this year will take place in April, this time being on the 29th and
30th of April 2020.
This year the train ran between Kidderminster and Bridgnorth, but after Christmas
(sorry for mentioning it so early!) the Severn Valley will be closing the section of line
between Bewdley and Kidderminster to carry out repairs on Falling Sands Viaduct,
and so our train next year will run only as far as Bewdley. This has caused me a small
amount of a headache in working out how the usual ‘turns’ will be allocated and to
cover our costs from running these trains, so this year sadly the price will have to be
raised to £225 to enable us to run the event.
We will do two return trips each day between Bewdley and Bridgnorth, allowing for
six lucky people, per day, to take their hand to the regulator for a section of line in
both directions! Not only does your price include a go on the footplate and a hot lunch,
you can also bring some family and friends along to travel in the train behind you with
one guest joining you on the footplate! Despite the unfortunate small price rise to cover
increasing costs I still believe that this price offers super value for money.
So, please get in contact to book your turn for 2020, first come, first served! You can
contact me via all the usual means: telephone, post or e-mail, and my details can be
found on Page 2. I work shifts on the big railway and may often not be able to answer
my phone, so please do leave a message and a contact number if I do not answer and
I will get back in touch as soon as I can!
See you there!
Below: Just like it was, you never knew what engine you were booked to until you
signed on. Anything was possible from a pacific to a pannier tank. On this occasion
the grin on the face of John Williamson was wider than the cat who had licked the
cream. With SVR fireman and SMF member Chris Proudfoot looking on (what’s the
fuss about mate, it’s just another job), John cannot believe his good fortune as he is
given the regulator of Rebuilt WC pacific No. 34027 ‘Taw Valley’, which was the SMF
Drive and Fire rostered engine on 27/4/17. Who knows, it could happen again next
year, so what are you waiting for?
Photograph: Lynne Tidmarsh
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SOUTHERN REGION STEAM MISCELLANY
Above: Rebuilt BB No. 34058 ‘Sir Frederick Pile’ is seen at Salisbury on 1/8/63 with
the Up, ‘Atlantic Coast Express’, one of the Southern Regions crack express passenger
trains. The main train ran from Plymouth (Friary) to Waterloo, picking up numerous
portions from both North and South Devon coastal holiday resorts.
Photograph: Norman Preedy / Courtesy KRM
Below: H Class 0-4-4T No. 31177 allocated to 74D Tonbridge shed stands in the
Up-side South End Bay platform waiting departure time with the local branch line
train to Hawkhurst, some time around 1960.
Photograph: L G Marshall / Courtesy R K Blencowe Negative Archive
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SOUTHERN REGION STEAM MISCELLANY
Above: Considered by some as ‘ugly ducklings’, Bulleid’s Q1 Class 0-6-0s were
functional and easy to maintain, giving good service for the work that they were
intended for. Just weeks before withdrawal, No. 33018 is seen in very clean external
condition at Feltham shed on 20/6/65.
Photograph: C P Stacey / Courtesy Initial Photographics
Below: With a well filled tender and in presentable external condition, U Class 2-6-0
No. 31621 awaits her next duty at Ashford shed on 4/10/52.
Photograph: B K B Green / Courtesy Initial Photographics
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ON SHED:

TONY COUSINS

Shed visits were something all steam enthusiasts remember well. My first one took
me to that Mecca of all steam lovers, 2D, Coventry. No, it wasn’t much of a shed but
No. 46240 ‘City of Coventry’ in all its streamlined glory was visiting and this made a
great change from the old 0-8-0s and Johnson 2F 0-6-0s which were the normal fare I
got used to as I grew up. Two almost new Ivatt Class 2 2-6-0s stood out in their
modernity and there must have been some competition to be rostered to these lovely
comfortable machines rather than the other ancient residents.
As I got older visits to sheds held more and more interest. Dirty, smokey caverns they
may have been but, especially on a Sunday, they were full of engines and full of those
precious cops we all so avidly sought.
I think I can lay claim to one record: I reckon I might be the only spotter ever to bunk
a shed in his cricket whites! Around the age of twelve, and mad keen on cricket, I was
asked to turn out for the Coventry Fire Brigade Sunday XI when they were short. A
call to play at Byfield meant nothing to me – till we got there and right alongside the
cricket field was the unmistakeable shape of a coaling tower: Woodford Halse shed.
Whoopee! “Number 11,” said the skipper, “Can I disappear for half an hour?” said I
and on getting permission I nipped smartly round the shed still in my cricket whites in
case of a batting collapse. I was mighty careful to keep them clean.
Those records have disappeared but two more visits to Woodford Halse in April 1962
and October 1964 showed how the railways were changing.
On the 1962 visit we found thirty eight engines including 4F No. 43853 and Black
Five No. 45215 together with eleven B1s, a B16, No. 61472, three K3s, a couple of
Below: A general view of Coventry shed in 1950. Ivatt Class 2 2-6-2T No. 41238
simmers alongside an unidentified Midland 0-6-0. In this view the lines to the left of
the 0-6-0 include the branch to Leamington and Coventry station platforms, are
partially visible to the left of the shed buildings. The main line to Rugby ran at the rear
of the shed buildings.
Photographer: Not Known
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Above: There was nothing and still is nothing today to replicate the aroma-filled
atmosphere of coal smoke, hot oil and steam that could be experienced only within the
environs of a mid to large sized, well filled engine shed, which could usually be found
on a Sunday. This picture gives a little of that never to be forgotten memory as
Britannia Class No. 70046 ‘Anzac’ simmers quietly on her home shed of 21D Aston
on 6/5/62. Alongside is Jubilee No 45684 ‘Jutland’ and adding their presence in the
background are a Black Five and an Ivatt Class 2 2-6-0.
Photograph: Norman Preedy / Courtesy KRM
Below: Black Five No. 44878 stands between duties alongside fellow class member
No. 44696 at Aston shed on 7/4/63.
Photograph: Courtesy Rail Online
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J39s Nos. 64742 and 64747. Five L1s and Standard Class Five No. 73158 were also on
shed and the importance of freight on the former GCR was emphasised by the presence
of eleven WD 2-8-0s and a couple of the newer Class 9Fs Nos. 92011 and 92072.
Two years later and there were only thirty two on the shed. Grange No. 6872 ‘Crawley
Grange’, represented the old GWR but two ex-SR Class Q 0-6-0s Nos. 30532 and
30538 were certainly unexpected. Former LMS/LMR locos predominated with two
2-6-4Ts in the shape of Nos. 42082 and 42250; Black Fives were inevitable and Nos.
44848, 44853, 45263 and 45334 were present, together with some twelve of Stanier’s
8Fs. A solitary J39 No. 64747 reminded us of the shed’s heritage. The BR standards
were well represented with four Class Fives and four of the big 92xxx 2-10-0s Nos.
92030, 92093, 92094 and 92194.
Your worthy editor asked me to focus on smaller sheds: one of our regular trips was
to pop round the Birmingham sheds and unfashionable Aston – not far from the Villa
ground – was a typical workaday shed. I have records of three visits in 1954, 1955 and
1961. It is interesting to compare the changes. January 1954 and April 1955 both
produced 34 locos; the 1961 visit only 27. (See tables at end of article – Ed.)
The mixture was, I suppose, pretty typical for this type of shed. 1954 produced a
solitary 3MT 2-6-2T but eight of the big 2-6-4Ts and three Crab 2-6-0s. Two Stanier
Moguls represented the class in the shape of Nos. 42951 and 42958. The ubiquitous
Midland 0-6-0s numbered six and the even more common Black Fives produced six.
The shed handled some express passenger turns and a solitary Patriot No. 45543 ‘Home
Guard’ was accompanied by Jubilee No. 45741 ‘Leinster’. Two Ivatt Class 2 2-6-0s,
two 7F 0-8-0s and a single Johnson 2F 0-6-0 completed the haul.
Fifteen months later and there were four 3MT 2-6-2Ts, of which No. 40206 was there
in the 1954 visit. No 2-6-4Ts were present but there were three Crabs, all different
Below: Although originally a Great Central shed, a wide variety of ‘foreign’ engines
could often be seen at Woodford Halse. On 10/10/64 WR Hall No. 6942 ‘Eshton Hall’
is the visitor making use of the shed facilities.
Photograph: F A Blencowe / Courtesy R K Blencowe Negative Archive
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Above: Located in East London, 30A Stratford shed at one time had the largest steam
allocation in the country. To go around Stratford shed on a Sunday, you would be
guaranteed a shed full of engines to be found in every corner of the site. On 28/9/58
we find B17/6 No. 61670 ‘City of London’, a visitor from 32D Yarmouth (South Town)
alongside B1 No. 61111 at rest on her home shed.
Photograph: Norman Preedy / Courtesy KRM
Below: Allocated to 30A and head of the class, No. 70000 ‘Britannia’ prepares to go
off shed and make her way down to Liverpool Street station to work the 8pm ‘The Hook
Continental’ boat train to Harwich (Parkeston Quay) 23/5/56.
Photograph: Norman Preedy / Courtesy KRM
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from the previous visit. Another two Stanier Moguls were on shed, these being Nos.
42947 and 42957. No fewer than eight 0-6-0s were there, four of which had been
present on the previous visit. Whilst there were no Patriots this time there was a Jubilee
No. 45662 ‘Kempenfelt’, and a Royal Scot No. 46169 ‘The Boy Scout’. 46492 was
again present as it was in 1954 and there was a Stanier 8F and two Johnson 0-6-0s to
round off the log.
I didn’t visit Aston again till November 1961 and changes were apparent. Of the
twenty-seven on shed there was a single 3MT 2-6-2T and one 2-6-4T. No Crabs were
present but there were three Stanier Moguls Nos. 42956, 42974 and 42979. The
numerous 0-6-0s were reduced to only four of which No. 44517 had been on shed on
each visit. No less than thirteen Black Fives were present, of which No. 45418 had
been seen on the previous two visits. No big passenger engines this time but three Ivatt
Class 2 2-6-0s, of which No. 46492 was an “ever present”, two 8F 2-8-0s, rounded off
the list. There were no 7Fs or Johnson 2Fs.
It would be only fair to balance the smaller sheds with a comment on another
unforgettable visit to that real Mecca of steam; Stratford. 30th March 1958 found no
less than two hundred and thirty engines on shed. Looking back it is difficult to imagine
so many engines at one depot and Richard Hardy’s “Steam in my Blood” gives a vivid
description of how such a depot operated. As a teenage spotter I remember the poor
conditions but they were of no concern – two hundred and thirty locos of all shapes
and sizes were our focus. A wonderful era for spotters and enthusiasts. I wonder now
just how long it took when we got back from these great shed bashes to enter all the
records into the Ian Allan books that we all carried and how many of us produced all
sorts of our own data of what we hadn’t seen from each depot, and so on. What a
harmless and absorbing hobby it was! My theory is that petty vandalism and crime
developed as steam disappeared – all those spotters who had spent hours at the line
side or bunking sheds suddenly had nothing to do; so you see it’s all Richard
Beeching’s fault – but that’s another story!
ENGINES RECORDED ON ASTON SHED 3D 3rd January 1954
40206

42308

42343

42397

42488

42489

42552

42608

42616

42782

42856

42921

42951

42958

43389

44267

44302

44360

44517

44525

44897

45052

45058

45094

45372

45418

45543

45741

46427

46492

49089

49189

49278

58182

———

———

ENGINES RECORDED ON ASTON SHED 3D 17th April 1955
40080

40125

40180

40206

42846

42892

42930

42947

42957

43308

43389

44124

44150

44302

44360

44517

44576

44749

44772

44872

44897

45065

45250

45370

45397

45418

45662

46169

46492

48318

49186

49189

58182

58295

———

———

ENGINES RECORDED ON ASTON SHED 3D 26th November 1961
40180

42552

42956

42974

42979

44110

44129

44301

44517

44710

44713

44763

44833

44844

44872

44897

45058

45231

45250

45332

45395

45418

46423

46427

46492

48718

48752

———

—-—

———

———

———

———

———

———

———
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‘THE FIRST OF THE FINEST’
42968 MAINTENANCE SUBSCRIPTION SCHEME
Stanier Mogul Fund Maintenance Subscription Scheme
in units of £10 each
(maximum holding £1,000)
Offers a low cost opportunity to contribute to the ongoing
maintenance of 42968 and can be purchased singularly or in
multiples of £10, either by outright purchase (cheque / PO)
or by Standing Order (minimum of £5 per month).
If you wish to increase your financial holding in the
Stanier Mogul Fund please:Complete and return the enclosed
‘The First of the Finest’ 42968 Maintenance Subscription Scheme
Application Form in the Freepost Plus envelope provided.

SMF The 42968 A Lifetime’s Commitment
Subscription Scheme
Be passionate, be decisive, but above all
be committed to the cause.
Join your existing 184 fellow members who are already
flying the flag and be part of our vision by joining the
SMF 42968 A Lifetime’s Commitment Subscription Scheme
from just £2 per month or less than 7p per day.
Don’t be a spectator be a player by completing and returning
the enclosed Application Form TODAY in the enclosed SAE
and keep 42968 The Mighty Mogul in full steam
at the head of our column.
SEMPER PROTEGAMUS - (LET US ALWAYS PROTECT)
65
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COPPED AT
Above: Another sighting of our engine as we call into Southport and find her at the
country end of the station alongside the platform-mounted water tank on 18/7/66. By
this date Southport steam shed (27C) had recently closed (13/6/66) but water facilities
were still available from the platform end tanks and columns in the disused shed yard,
which at this time still retained a connection to the running lines.
Photograph: By kind permission of Les Wheeler
Below: On a misty December day 42950 takes the connecting spur line from Rainford
Jct. to Randle Jct. to gain the Ormskirk to St Helens direct line with the 6.25am Class
C goods train from York Dringhouses Yard to Edge Hill marshalling yard, 16/12/61.
Photograph: Brian R Fairhurst / SMF Collection
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COPPED AT
Above: Making a spirited climb of Aughton Bank near Dyers Lane Foot Crossing
shortly after leaving Ormskirk, 42982 has charge of an Up express passenger train
from the north to Liverpool (Exchange), 12/3/55.
Photograph: Transport Treasury
Below: Despite displaying a Class F head-code 42953 and her lengthy train, seen
passing Chapel House Level Crossing, east of Parbold on 5/9/64, is thought to be
working the 4.30pm SX Southport to Warrington ‘Pick Up’ goods train. Of note is the
first vehicle which, with eight wheels, is an mpd ‘sludge carrier’ converted from a
withdrawn L&YR eight-coupled goods engine tender.
Photograph: L W Perkins / A Wycherley – Courtesy KRM
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters to the Editor are welcomed on any relevant SMF subject and should be sent to
him at the address shown on Page 3. The content should be kept brief and not more than
400 words, or accept that some material may be omitted or condensed. Publication is at
the discretion of the Editor and is subject to Magazine space constraints. Only letters
bearing a bona fide name and address will be published.
Dear Richard
When I was a child, my dad explained how to measure the speed of a train using a wrist
watch. We were batting along between Wigan and Southport at the time behind a Fairburn
2-6-4T, and dad was counting the rail joints. 88 of them per mile, so if you were travelling
at sixty miles per hour, (a mile a minute), the quantity counted would be 88 in one minute,
and all other speeds were pro rata.
The 2-6-4T was doing 80 mph, dad remarked, so he must have counted about 117 railjoints in one minute. The main difficulty arose when you came to cross-overs and
point-work where the rhythm was interrupted, but generally the system worked okay.
Some years later, I heard that you could use the telegraph poles in a similar manner, but I
dismissed that theory on the grounds that the spacing of telegraph poles would be unreliable.
The men just dug a hole and installed a pole wherever they felt like it, surely?
Now, I am beginning to wonder if the telegraph pole ‘count’ was a valid method for
measuring speeds, for the following reason.
In SMF News No. 84, a photograph of Stanier Mogul No. 42946 on the high embankment
at Daresbury, taken by Peter Fitton on the 31st August 1963, shows that the telegraph poles
are spaced a distance of exactly three coach lengths (BR Mk 1 stock) apart. They appear to
have been planted approximately 198 feet apart (66 yards) or, in traditional railway
measurements, three chains apart. Incidentally, a lovely shot!
Are any readers qualified to comment on the spacing of telegraph poles alongside railway
lines? A standard distance between poles would have enabled the amateur train timer to
estimate speeds where the rail-joints had been replaced by long-welded track. Yours,
David Bradbury, Oldham.
6th February 2019
(If any readers can assist David with his query, would they please, in the first instance,
contact the Editor, Richard Greaves, using any of my contact details shown on
Page 2 – Ed.)
In view of the lack of a speedometer, the telegraph pole method of speed estimation was
commonly used by steam loco drivers - JN.
Richard,
I trust you are well? I read your article with interest, (Page 59 SMF News No. 85 - Ed)
and then saw your question about 42981 and 42969 at Hooton.
Although I may be able to help, there is first one question I have for you. The caption gives
the date as 2nd June 1961. I actually have a copy of the LMR timetable for the summer
period of 1961, which runs from 12th June to 10th September. I would have thought that
this train would have run only in the summer timetable, unless for some reason it started
in the preceding winter timetable (and would therefore have been shown as a dated train).
I don’t have the preceding timetable to prove or disprove it, but my question is: “Is the date
correct?”
According to my timetable, the train ran as the 9.30am from Bournemouth West to
Birkenhead, arriving at 5.47pm (SX) or 6.00pm (SO). It is shown as departing Hooton at

68
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5.34pm (SX) or 5.44pm (SO). In the local timetable (Table 94), there is a 5.42pm which
starts from Hooton (SX) and appears to go only as far as Helsby. (On Saturdays this is
5.25pm from Birkenhead, calling at Hooton at 5.42pm, but it goes to Chester.)
Incidentally the 6.7pm that you mention appears to be the 5.45pm from Birkenhead, actually
calling at Hooton at 6.3pm but going forward to Chester, not Liverpool.
All of the above info can be found in the scanned timetable pages which I have attached.
Don’t forget, though, that if the date of the train is correct it will be running in the preceding
winter timetable, and all information shown above is somewhat suspect! It would be really
useful to know whether the train actually ran outside the summer period. Not sure whether
I’ve confused or helped!
Tony Bending, Bridgnorth
By e-mail 14th March 2019
For information: The BR Western Region Passenger Timetable for the date in
question, 2nd June 1961, shows that the 9.30am Bournemouth West to Birkenhead
Woodside ran throughout the period of the winter timetable - Ed
Dear Richard
I was very interested in your articles in SMF News Nos. 84 and 85 regarding the two Stanier
Moguls photographed at Hooton. I used to live near Hooton and used to visit both Hooton
South and Hooton North signal boxes, particularly the latter, in the late 1950s. Full marks
are due to David Cole for spotting that the train on the Down Fast has Southern Region
(SR) coaching stock. I have the 1958-60 working timetable for the Chester – Birkenhead
section which may be the same one that you have. This provides evidence that :
1: There was indeed a 6.07pm departure from Hooton to Liverpool in 1960.
2a: The 9.33am Bournemouth to Birkenhead was timed to stop at Hooton from 5.37 to
5.39pm until 30th April 1960.
2b: The 9.33am Bournemouth to Birkenhead was timed to stop at Hooton from 5.28 to
5.29pm from 2nd May 1960.
3: There were no trains listed either to or from Ramsgate or Margate.
Curiously, 2a is shown as crossing to the Down Slow line at Ledsham Jct. and then being
‘turned out’ Fast Line at Hooton North, whereas 2b was Fast Line throughout. Why an
express passenger train should be ‘turned in’ Slow Line for just two miles is difficult to
understand. My first thoughts were that a train ‘running round’ must be occupying the
Down Fast at Hooton at that time but I can find no evidence for that in the Freight Working
Timetables.
I can clearly remember from my time in the boxes that Ramsgate / Margate trains were
running from / to Birkenhead in the late 1950s. I have a listing of passenger trains at Chester
for 1957 which includes the 7.35am Birkenhead to Margate and the 8.56am Ramsgate to
Birkenhead. The latter train would have passed through Hooton at about 6.30pm.
Furthermore, I have a BR (WR) working timetable for June -September 1959. These two
trains appear therein. It appears that these trains must therefore have ceased in late 1959.
My conclusion is that the train appearing in the photograph was indeed the Bournemouth.
Dr R M Young, Beaumaris.
8th March 2019
Dear Richard,
I have been rather tardy in reading the March 2019 SMF News No. 85, so I suspect others
have replied already, but regarding the footnote to the “Intrigue and Mystery” article on
Page 61, I do have the LM Timetable ending on 11th June 1961.
Table 94 does indeed show a 6.7pm from Hooton (Saturdays Excepted), listed as far as
Helsby, but with an in-column note stating “TC to Liverpool (Lime Street) arr 7.30pm”.
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Interestingly there is also a terminating SX train shown, the 5.44 pm from Birkenhead
Woodside, arriving at Hooton at 6.3pm. I wonder if this was actually the same stock and
loco? There doesn’t seem to be a corresponding terminating service from the Helsby
direction to form the 6.7pm.
Whilst writing, I must compliment you on another excellent edition of the magazine.
Personally, I welcome the interesting and informative “non-Stanier Mogul” items. The
article on Lancaster Green Ayre shed is excellent as was the article last time on the Lickey.
I also very much enjoy Adrian Bodlander’s series. Keep up the good work!
Just out of interest, the extremely sporadic service beyond the Helsby- Hooton link was:
6.5am Ditton Junction to Birkenhead Woodside
6.35am Liverpool Lime Street to Rock Ferry
5.32pm SX Liverpool Lime Street to Birkenhead Woodside
7.40am SX Birkenhead Woodside to Liverpool Lime Street
6.7pm SX Hooton to Liverpool Lime Street
8.30pm SX Birkenhead Woodside to Liverpool Lime Street.
Best wishes,
Mark Dearman, Ipswich
By e-mail 9th April 2019
Hello Richard
Just to say how good, once again, the latest magazine is (No. 85). I really enjoy the articles
about steam in normal service (even the Gone Wrong Railway!) and always look forward
to the latest on the overhaul. Whilst disappointing when delays occur, this seems to be the
way of the world nowadays and at least we are much better off than many other loco groups
whose engines have languished in sidings for years with no sign of any progress.
I was interested in your article on the difficulty of dating and placing old photographs. I
have seen many published photos that are wrongly captioned, clearly the wrong date or
location. Whilst I failed dismally with the photo you sent me I would be happy to help with
any ex-LNER engines as I have a fair knowledge of dates when detail alterations were
made and of shed allocations.
Hope you are keeping well and take care of yourself. Cheers,
Ray Flintoft, York.
By e-mail 20th March 2019
Dear Richard
I was delighted to read the article by Steve Leyland re. Lancaster Shed. From September
1944 to December 1953 I passed the shed on my way to and from the Royal Grammar
School, Lancaster during term-time. Perhaps I might be allowed to add a few recollections.
Lancaster was not only famous for its clutch of Compounds but three at least were famous
in their own right. No. 1045 was the first LMS Compound. No. 1065 covered herself in
glory during the LMS trials of the 1920s and No. 1081 was one of the last Compounds still
carrying its pre-war crimson lake livery, at least until 1947. I “spotted” her many times. It
was difficult to see the crimson under layers of grime, but crimson she was. That livery
had earned the Compounds, as a class, the nickname “crimson ramblers”.
As Steve rightly says there was a strong Midland influence at Lancaster. Indeed, at the end
of 1947 the shed handed over to BR only one loco that was not of Midland descent, and
that was a Stanier 8F, No. 8055. Even the three Lancaster “Crab” 2-6-0s had Midland
influence with their Midland style tenders and the fact that they were jointly credited in
design to George Hughes and Sir Henry Fowler, the last Midland CME and successor to
Hughes as CME of the LMS. *
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Steve correctly says the shed had many codes, possibly the most codes of any BR shed.
The shed’s first LMS code was 11C, this being replaced by the LMS with 20H. 11C was
never used again by the LMS, nor did it appear in early BR lists of sheds. Steve thinks 23C
was a Leeds district shed. 20H indeed came under Leeds, 23C, however, meant Lancaster
came under the short-lived Skipton District with Skipton being coded 23A. In 1950
Lancaster earned more fame for curiosities by acquiring no less than half the Stanier
credited, but actually designed under the Lemon interregnum, 2P 0-4-4 tanks, namely Nos.
41900 to 41904. These locos were all fitted with push / pull apparatus and worked, for a
few years, the Lancaster (Castle), Lancaster (Green Ayre), Morecambe (Promenade) and
Heysham services on the withdrawal of the former Midland pioneer electrics. They were
themselves replaced by more pioneer electrics used not only for passengers but as test beds
for the proposed electrification of the West Coast main line. The little tanks also powered
the Lancaster (Castle) to Morecambe (Euston Road) service on which No. 1901 had served
since shortly after the ‘39-’45 war.
Nos, 42135/42136 have honourable mentions in the article. In the summer these locos were
used on a service that is no longer possible, namely the Morecambe (Euston Road) to
Lakeside trains. I enjoyed that trip several times. I recall seeing No 46441 when she arrived
heading a string of empty wagons from Heysham.
Many thanks to Steve for taking me back over 70 years and to you, Mr Editor, for a
fascinating magazine which, as a housebound member of the Stanier Mogul Fund, I enjoy
each time it appears.
Alan Cliff, Rhyl
By e-mail 20th March 2019
* It rather depends on what you’re reading and who was the author. Most competent
historians credit the design to George Hughes alone, but with interference from Henry
Fowler! - JN
Hi Richard,
Many thanks for the magazine. A great read, informative on current state of 42968, and
great articles about the past.
Bob Greenhalgh, Chester
By e-mail 14th March 2019
Dear Richard,
I hope you are keeping well. I am writing to thank you for another excellent SMF News
No. 85.
Although the engine is delayed, it is good to hear the SVR are going to do a ‘Proper Job’
rather than a patchwork one. 2968, along with all the other steam engines are relics that
would have been scrapped many years ago, but thanks to the likes of the SMF Fund and
the clever engineers at the SVR they are still running today, Although 2968 is delayed, I
would rather wait and have a proper job done.
I would like to thank the working SMF members and the SVR engineers for all the work
they do on 13268/2968/42968. Best wishes,
William Crane, Northampton.
23rd March 2019
Dear Richard,
You will be pleased to know that I have given SMF News a higher priority in my reading
plans. Many thanks for a most interesting read. I particularly liked the technical photographs
of the engine chassis and boiler which were very clear and gave insight into why the
overhaul is longer than originally thought and more expensive. All will be forgotten when
you admire our engine in service. All best wishes,
Nigel Hall, Ludlow
3rd April 2019
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SMF News – Issue 85.
Again, as we have come to expect and acknowledge, the amount of time, skill, and passion
that the Editor and contributors provide, in print, has arrived and can be studied for our
appreciation.
This is another SMF gem passing through our letter-boxes and, I`m sure, our thanks for
another issue to add to our archives. Four items took my attention:
1. Despite my experiences in and under the ‘8F’ and our engine on the SVR, I ‘see’ the
locomotive from the outside, and assume that the parts on the inside are moving as expected
and designed.
In ‘Overhaul’, Jim Norman`s explanations and photographs, again, depict the engine’s
‘guts’ - the components that are generally unseen yet vital to its operation, and not just the
coal, water, oils, and running / maintenance operatives.
Well done to all teams concerned with its overhaul on the Society’s behalf.
2. From the article on Lancaster Green Ayre, I recall witnessing bigger brother 4-6-0
Jubilee No. 45589 ‘Gwalior’ in mid-’64 on a, rare by then, freight (empty stored wagons
for disposal?) from the Brierley Hill direction passing Himley and heading along the single
line through Wombourne to Oxley Jct. (Wolverhampton by-pass line). The College lecturer
did not appreciate my exultation which exceeded his ‘fossil dig-and-finds on the lineside
bank’….. .
The line was up-to-then an 0-8-0, 2-8-0 or Cl.25 occasional turn, and was closed and lifted
in ’65. Later that summer, cycling to my Walsall home from my Dudley College, I passed
Cashmore’s scrapyard at Great Bridge and espied ‘Gwalior’ inside. The foreman declined
my £5 offer for its nameplate, demanding the unheard-of sum of £10, saying, “Calling back
tomorrow would be too late.”
Much later, in ’71-’76, whilst teaching ecology at Wombourne school, I used the track
embankments and cuttings for the distribution of flora, and the station platforms and
overbridge for pioneering tasks with the local Scout Groups.
3. From the same article, a photo. of Jubilee 45562 ‘Alberta’ recalled another cycling
moment when, summer 1965, I watched the smart locomotive on a freight leaving from
Bescot yard, passing the Wallows Lane Jct. (Walsall) signal-box, and heading from Walsall
for Wednesfield, or Rugeley T.V., or Lichfield T.V., or eastwards and N/E or then, at Water
Orton Jct., S/E from the very versatile and still busy Ryecroft Jct.
In the late-’50s, the 4-track lines through Walsall, often had a ‘namer’, but usually Jubilee,
Patriot or ‘Black Five’ on the 10.30am running-in turn back to Crewe. Freights were
2-8-0s, 0-8-0s, 0-6-0s, and I don’t recall any 2-6-0s. Local passenger services were Ivatt
2-6-2Ts or any of the local 2-6-4Ts.
After 1965, these routes were almost entirely dieselised – but today only the Rugeley and
E / SE routes exist – with the Lichfield route having a disused two-mile single line-only
stub at the Lichfield end.
The overgrown, with bushes and mature trees, double-track onwards from Wallows Lane
Jct. to Wednesbury and Stourbridge is soon to be planned as a Wednesbury – Brierley Hill
tram-route instead of a heavy-rail route allowing diversions from SW to NE, as well as a
tram-service.
In ’93, I suggested re-instating the just closed but moth-balled route from Stourbridge Jct.
through Dudley / Dudley Port, Wednesbury, Walsall, and Lichfield and then on to Burton,
Derby and the north (at the ‘un-affordable’ £2M!) but this light-rail-only plan will cost, on
present prices, £440M….. for a shorter line…… progress? Meanwhile, the recently
re-built New St. still remains congested……
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Unlike the heritage projects, the main network has no vision other than the superfluous
HS2 - wrecking businesses, housing, and countryside along its route – when videoconferencing would do a simpler and cheaper job across the world in the time stood
waiting for a connecting taxi or driving to a local station with a distant (expense-account)
HS2-connection…….
4. The caption on Page 45, regarding Ivatt Class 2 2-6-2T No. 41221 suggests that it was
withdrawn in ’66, but sold for scrap in ’65 – withdrawn from the lists in ’66? (See Form 1
– Please Explain on Page 75 - Ed)
Our heritage locomotives (without them we would need horses or rail-tractors),
infrastructure, and stock, as evidenced by those lovingly restored and maintained, are what
memories are made of, and demand to be supported into the years ahead for the
experience of our future generations.
Again, my commendations on the compilation of this, and previous, issues.
Memories and dreams are made of this! Keep up the good work - though rest awhile.
Regards,
John Wilcox, Lichfield
By e-mail 9th March 2019
Dear Richard,
Congratulations on the outstanding Stanier Mogul Fund News issue No.85. Some of the
articles and photographs bring back so many memories. Kindest regards,
Will Paine, Iver
By e-mail 13th March 2019
Richard,
Issue 85 was another cracker! Excellent articles and brilliant photos.
I attach a photograph of W & LLR No. 823 taken at Welshpool on July 1st 2018, (See
Page 29 - Ed.). We were just about to board the train for the ride up to the current terminus.
We managed to create a lineside fire on the way back! Kind Regards,
John Robertshaw, Halifax
By e-mail 11th March 2019
Richard,
The somewhat woebegone appearance of No. 42700 on Page 28 SMF News No. 85 evokes
memories when No. 42700 and four others (Nos. 42712, 42719, 42730 and 42820) were
at Bury shed and provided the motive power for many excursions and holiday trains from
the area. These five locos arrived at Bury shed before the years when I began to be
interested, probably about 1954, and I have often wondered what motive power worked
the excursions before Bury received the Crabs. No-one can tell me. Perhaps it was Class
Four 2-6-4Ts? *
Attached is a shot of No. 42700 on 5th September 1959 with a returning excursion from
Blackpool nearing Rochdale. September of course heralded the start of Blackpool
Illuminations and long-distance excursions started to appear. Three such are also attached,
all taken on Sunday 11th September 1960.
Stanier 2-6-0 No. 42971 has a Chesterfield to Blackpool excursion in tow, Standard 5MT
4-6-0 No. 73075 of Polmadie shed is in charge of an excursion from the Oldham area and
K3 2-6-0 No. 61935 is working a Goole to Blackpool train.
You’ll have to forgive the same location but this was the only short stretch of line where
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there were no S&T wires on the south side of the track for miles. At this point they went
underground because of high voltage grid wires above.
Richard Greenwood, Rochdale
By e-mail 6th March 2019
* If any readers can assist Richard with his query concerning the motive power prior to
the Crabs, would they please, in the first instance, contact the Editor, Richard Greaves,
using any of my contact details shown on Page 2 – Ed.
Richard Hi.
SMF News No. 85 was a good edition with good photos of the work going into 42968. I
was also interested in the photo of the ‘King’ at Dawlish on the 8.30am ex Plymouth as I
used that train a number of times from Plymouth to London in the 40s and 50s. It started
from Plymouth with about six or seven on including a restaurant car and a slip coach at the
rear for Reading. At Newton Abbot the ‘King’ came off and ran via the through line to back
on to the Torbay portion which was waiting at the front of the platform. After hooking on
it would propel back on to the Plymouth coaches, couple up and off we went. Sometimes
the station pilot propelled the Plymouth coaches on to the Torbay ones. Regards,
David Cole, Hitchin
By e-mail 9th March 2019
Hello Richard,
Just to say that my mate Andy Fox and I greatly enjoyed our SMF Drive and Fire day and
No. 4144 was a very responsive engine, with Driver / Instructor Rod his usual helpful self.
Attached are some pics (see Page 41 – Ed.) that Andy and I took of each other on the day,
plus some of the loco. The fifth one was obviously taken from the cab, and depicts my
videographer friend Alan Parr on Eardington Bank. Alan has made arrangements with John
Tidmarsh to send him his video for approval.
Best Regards,
John Oates, Cressage
By e-mail 13th April 2019
Hello Richard,
I hope you are well. Thank you for the 2040 certificate. I didn’t realise there was any delay
- just a few days ago I was checking my monthly bank statements and noticed that the
standing order for the sub had finished recently, so the timing looked pretty good to me.
I’ll look forward to ‘cashing in’ the benefits in a couple of years time, hopefully.
While I’m here I’d like to just say that the full colour illustrated guide to the overhaul in
the SMF News is very much appreciated. It really does help with understanding the scale
of some of these jobs, which sometimes get reported otherwise with a throwaway line about
replaced the “whatever”. So also a big thank you to the volunteers who undertake some of
those ‘little tasks’. I don’t yet know if I’ll make the AGM this year - quite a bit planned to
happen in the autumn - but hopefully I will see you then. Best regards,
Mike Sheridan, Southampton
By e-mail 19th June 2019
Hello Richard,
Since my plea in the last SMF News to discover why Britannia No. 70004 was so apparently
‘shy’ in 1967, I confirm that John Pearse has been in touch with some really useful
information. Through SMF News, can I thank yourself and John, plus if Steve Leyland
would like to contact me sometime, I’ll share the info with him.
Thanks for all of your assistance,
John Oates, Cressage
By e-mail 22nd June 2019
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TAIL LAMP:

COMPILED BY RICHARD GREAVES

DONATED GOODS: – Richard Greaves: My grateful thanks to the following
members and non–members who have donated goods to the Sales Stand during the
last six months: Bob Grant from Neath, David Sztencel from Wakefield, Brian Webb
from Shaftesbury, Rob Newman from Bromsgrove, Derek Broadbent from Middleton,
Tony Cousins from Rugby, Stan Curran from Southport, Howard Mills from
Liverpool, David Bradbury from Oldham, Steve Leyland from Bolton, David Cairns
from Kloof, South Africa, Bob Williamson from Studley, Gerald Guest from
Stourbridge, John Wilcox from Litchfield, Stephen Pratt from Halesowen,
Simon Offord from Tewkesbury, Peter Field from Northwich, Mike Jones from
Handsworth, Dave Roberts from Madeley, Bill Crane from Northampton, Alan
Skinner from Northampton, Dave Beer from Birmingham, Anthony Clay from
Leicester, Chris Parker from Oswestry, Phillip Bell from Kendal, and non-members
Chris and Jane Hughes from Bromsgrove, David Price from Whiston, Merseyside,
Mick Yarker from Kidderminster, Myra Dean from Kings Norton, Roy Abson from
Redditch, Alan and David Russell, Tony Head from Bewdley, Margaret and Mike
Green from Bromsgrove, June and Michael Gazeby, from Bromsgrove, Jim Davies,
Steve Bach from Rednal and other members and non-members who brought donated
goods when visiting the Sales Stand at Kidderminster and other SMF events. My
apologies to any member that I have overlooked and, as always, if you drop me a line
I will ensure that you are credited in the next issue of SMF News.
My sincere thanks also go to the couriers who continue to queue up and volunteer for
this demanding and onerous task, seeking out the most obscure of addresses to ensure
that the donated goods are received safely at our storage and distribution centre! For
this period I am indebted to:- John Ashton, Dave Busk, John Tidmarsh, Dave Beer,
Bill Maffey and I also include myself in this role, looking after the North West of
England and North Wales areas.
RICHARD GREAVES: FORM 1 - PLEASE EXPLAIN:
The following error crept into Issue 85 despite the best efforts of myself and my much
appreciated proof reader, Jim Norman. On Page 45 the caption reads ……. She
remained a Green Ayre engine until withdrawn w/e 31/7/66 and was……. The
withdrawn date should have read 31/7/65. My thanks to eagle eyed John Wilcox.
WHICHEVER WAY YOU LOOK
A LITTLE BLACK ENGINE WITH NO NAME

NEEDS YOU TO SUPPORT
THE 42968 ‘A LIFETIME’S COMMITMENT’
SUBSCRIPTION SCHEME
FROM JUST £2 PER MONTH
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN
THE ENCLOSED APPLICATION FORM TODAY

VISIT THE SMF WEB SITE AT
www.staniermogulfund.org.uk
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